Prolétaires de tous les pays, unissez-vous! at0skewak a kitaskinahk mamawent@n Workers of all lands, unite!

COPENHAGEN:

p e Op I e ,s what happened?

Printed in Canada by union labour
on recycled paper 11&-M
Publications Mail Agreement #40011632

January 23 rallies acioss
Canada to condemmnory
prorogation scandal

-Pages 5 &1 -

"The war on terror is
really a war on
human rights"

PostaMorkers president speaks out against
the "criminalization of dissent" - Page 6

INSIDE_ 9

3 Back in parliament

OFL changes

The last major labour meeting Thirty-six years after Geugusto

of 2009 sawthe Ontario IS YOUT bOSS ||St9d? Pinochet murdered thousands of
Federation of Labour turn to Canada's 100 highest-paid CEOs took left activists and crushed
a more militant strategy and home an average of $7.3 million in democracy in Chile, Communists
leadership - but the challenges 2008, and they aren't sharing a nickel have finally been elected to the
ahead are considerable. with working people. country's Congress once again.
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OFL delegates demand unity
and action from new leadership

but how to fight and win. President while the CAW was
Regrettably, the stacked agendautside the CLC, and (itisnow clear
Delegates to the 10th Biennialleft delegates little opportunity to was an obstacle to bringingthe CAW
Convention of the recent Ontariodebate that issue. The first thredack into the OFL and reuniting the
Federation of Labour madedays of the Nov. 23-27 Conventionlabour movement in Ontario.
themselves heard loud and cleamwvere devoted almost exclusivelyto  After years of inaction, in the
the new OFL leadership has to lea@ change of leadership, after twelvéace of an economic hurricane, this

By Liz Rowley

GRASSROOTS OLYMPIC NEWS

The Winter Olympics in Vancouver and Whistler will be usec
drawinternational attention to native poverty,according to Squamis
Chief Bill Williams, chair of the Four Host First Nations, which h
worked to promote the Olympics. The same message was giv,
Leonard Thomas, president of the BC First Nations Forestry Col
in letters to government officials.

“The time for plain talking is now upon us. Our forest-depeng
first nations communities are no longer willing to quietly sitback and
wait for actions that never come,” Thomas said in arecentletter tqB.C.
Forests Minister Pat Bell. “The fact that your government and its
federal partner are spending $3 billion to stage the Winter Olyn|pics
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an all-infightagainstthe corporate/
government assault that is driving
down wages and living standards
eliminating jobs, and devastating
the province. The 25-plus
pagesinthe Action Plan were littl
more than a recitation of OFL
policy, combined with calls to more
vigorously lobby, consult, and
study the issues. Delegates we
united in their estimate that muc

conventionwas all about changing
that direction.

On the second day, delegate
heard from an uninvited guest: Ker|
Lewenza. The CAW president told
delegates that while his union ang
the OFL had been separated for
number of years, itwas a separatio
not a divorce, and the CAW was
coming back in a transition to be
worked outwiththe newleadership

is merely exacerbating the frustration and anger felt by our commu
as they continue to be told that there is no money in the pot to ad
stheir situations, which, as you are fully aware, are of a most desp
nature.”

the Olympics],” Williams told th&lobe and Mail“Some of them are
palready contacting us. They want to know, "What's it like to be
hindian in today’s world? How do you live?’ We are going to s
letting those reporters know the reality of the poverty we face

Since our previous issuEncerns over transportation and travel
during the Winter Olympics have continued to increase. Signs

art
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“There’s going to be some 14,000 media people running around [at

an

nave

more would be needed to win th
battles at hand and those ahead

An ETFO (Elementary
Teachers) delegate put it best. |
was too late in the Convention to
do much with the Plan, she said
other than impress the ne

Adding that the CAW also had its
“boneheads”, Lewenza received
several ovations when he spok
about the unprecedented attack b
corporations and their
governments. He stressed the neq
to close ranks and develop the kin
leadership with the need forOFL President Sid Ryan of fight led by labour and its allies
immediate and broad-based action thatwould mobilize workers, women,
to counter the corporate attack. yearsofanadministration dominated/outh, communities, allthose unde

“They’re here, and if they don’t by right-wing business unionism. attack, to defeat the corporatéd
do it we'll slap them,” she saidto  Though he was forced to giveassault. This ringing call to action
enthusiastic applause. “And ittacit support to mass action in orderesonated with delegates, whd

won’'t be a friendly slap”. Her to secure the handful of votes withclearly supported the plan to reunit¢ Games propagandsome students are paying an extra coor

comments situated this Actionwhich he won election in 1997,the labour movement in Ontario
Plan, prepared personally bySamuelson's administration killedand to mount a colossal fightback
outgoing President Waynethe Ontario Days of Action shortly ~ The next day, CUPE Ontario
Samuelson, onthe periphery wherafterwards. A candidate of thePresident Sid Ryanwas acclaime
it belonged. The issue was notUSWA, Samuelsonwas also closelyhe new President of the OFL, td
about how much lobbying to do,identified withthe NDP. He was OFL the relief of many public sector and
progressive delegates, who ha
feared that the right-wing would
nominate a candidate fromthe floor
The right-wing, in and out of the
labour movement, has viciously,
attacked Ryan for his support of
the Palestinian cause ang
sanctions against Israel following
the Israeli attack on Gaza.

In exchange for not opposing
Ryan, the right-wing expects to be
able to clip the new President’s
wings, as well as seeing itg
candidate Marie Kelly (USWA)

Grazy Palton’s
Lawn Sale
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But Ryan’s speeches to the

acclaimed as Secretary Treasurey.
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sprouted across the city warning of widespread street closure
parking bans, with the potential for chaos for hundreds of thous
e of residents who need to get to work, school, and appointm
VYWANOC officials have done little to ease fears, despite their che
speeches urging everyone to take public transit. Even VANOC
édmits that SkyTrain stations will be jammed, forcing commute
lwait two hours or more to get on a train during “peak periods”
aren’t making this up) such as morning, afternoon or evening. At
other times, waiting periods will apparently be less than an hour| Nor
are cyclists immune from the transportation nightmare. Several key
cycling routes have already been blocked by Olympic venue
restrictions.

Even as Olympics officials target Vancouver schools with pro-
hosting the event. Students at Elsie Roy elementary school ih the
Yaletown area, near the BC Place Stadium, have been deprived af their

playground for most of the 2009-10 school year. The pIaygrour:;ﬁ has
ibeen taken over by a security firm since last fall, and will renpain
occupied for months after the conclusion of the Games, forcing
students to remain indoors during recess and lunch breaks, This
lagreement was concluded without the knowledge of Vancouver
school trustees,

Security and city officials promise thaitotests will be allowed
during the Games, with one caveatsuch actions must abide by the
law. Giventhe record of reckless police disregard for legal restricfions
on their authority, this leaves protest organizers and particigants
somewhat nervous. Will police use excuses such as “litterjng”
(distribution of leaflets) or “disturbing the peace” (use of megaphopes)
to crack down on demonstrations? At this point, it's anybodly’s
guess. We can only hope that the presence of some 14,000 Capadian
and international media representatives will encourage the army of
security personnel to show restraint.

Unfortunately, such good sense has been lacking in ce
quarters at City Hall. Thebliteration of a well-loved mural on
downtown Beatty Street
near several Olympid
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Convention were notlow-key. His
call to action following the
acclamation gave hope to
delegates who have been waitin
alongtime foran OFL leaderwho's

venues, has resulted from
the ongoing campaign to
“clean up” the city for our
Olympic guests. Why ar
ugly blank wall is an

ready to lead a fight.

Workersabandoned by Harper ,CAWSsays ort leadership (including Action
Caucus member Stephen Seabor|

Hundreds of thousands ofrunning total of job losses sincethe new VP for Pride and Solidarity)
Canadian workers continue tothe start of the economic crisis towill need to harness the energy an

suffer the lasting effects of a dee823,000. The manufacturingpush of the left and centre forces i (Detail of the destroyed Beatty

and damaging economic recessiorsector took the biggest hitamonghe OFL andits affiliates. Otherwise
yet they have been abandoned bthe major industrial sectorsthe Convention’sclear directive for
the federal government, said CAWshedding nearly 10,000 jobs.mass united action could be swep
President Ken LewenzaSince November 2002, theunder the table, and its new
responding to the latest dismalCanadian manufacturing sectoileadership cut off at the knees.
jobs report released by Statistichas lost 570,000 jobs. Further, the sooner the CAW is
Canada. “Communities across the backinthe fold, the better. United
“It's outrageous that with an country are being destroyedthe OFL can mobilize a fight.
8.5 per cent unemployment ratebecause our government'’slack anpivided, the working class is in
and more than 300,000 Canadiangision for the future of our even deeper trouble.
out of work in just 12 months, theeconomy,” Lewenza said. “These The Action Caucus, which
Harper governmentdecidestotakevorkers and their families areplayed an important role on the
a prolonged holiday,” Lewenzalooking to Ottawa for leadershipfloor of the convention, can play al
said. “For the hundreds ofandit’s clear thatthis governmentoig role in the days ahead by
thousands of unemployedsimply doesn’t care. Instead, thaemaining active and involved in
Canadians, the next three monthgovernment is distracted by pettymobilizing union membersto press
until Parliamentresumes will be nopolitical choices.” for implementation of the
holiday - this is a travesty to “Ifthe Harper governmenttries Convention directives.
workers in Canada and anto hack and slash its way out of As2010 begins, working people
embarrassment to our nation’deficit by attacking public services,have something to work for and
democracy.” they are going to make a very badvork with in Ontario. This
Canada dumped anothereconomicsituationevenworse forconventiondidn’tend the struggle
17,000 jobs in the month ofCanadians,” Lewenza said.itstartedit. Nowreliefwillhaveto
December (partially offset by a“Cutting our way out of a deficit turn to action to deliver the goods
jump self-employed workers, with won’t create jobs, it will destroy  (Liz Rowley is the Communist

Ryan and others elected to the

improvement over 3
colourful scene of childrer
playing remains a secre
known only to Vancouvel
bureaucrats.

Plans are well
underway for a ¢lobal
anti-capitalist and anti-
colonial convergence
tagainstthe 2010 Olympic Games.” The Convergence organ

have called on “all anti-capitalist, Indigenous, housing rig}rts
labour, migrant justice, environmental, anti-war, community-
loving, anti-poverty, civil libertarian, and anti colonial actividts
to come together to confront this two-week circus and [the
oppression it represents.”

The eventwillinclude a Conference and People’s Summiton
10-11. OnFriday, Feb. 12 (the day of the opening ceremonies) g
range of groups are holding a special "Welcome" at the Vanco
Art Gallery. This family-friendly festival kicks off at 3 pm with “Fre
Games, Free Speech, and Free Food”, followed by a parade an
confrontational protest to BC Place Stadium.

Various “autonomous days of action” are being planned for
13 and 15, including anti-corporate actions, rallies to opg
militarization, and more. For more details on these and other eV
seavww.olympicresistance.net.

On Sunday, February 14, activists will take partinthe 19th An
Women'’s Memorial March to honour all the missing and murder
women in the Downtown East Side. This is not an anti-Olyn
protest, and organizers are attempting to cooperate with se
officials to establish a route which will allow participants to hon
the missing and murdered women at various locations througho
neighbourhoode
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2,600 net jobs lost), bringing thethem.” e Party’s Ontario leader.»
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Richest CEOs grabbed $730 million in 2008

The 100richest Chief Executive8) Dominic D’Alessandro, Manulife 53) Siegfried Wolf, Magna 62)Paul Desmarais Jr., Power Cor82) Raymond McFeetors, Great-

Officers in Canada took home arFinancial Corp. $13.3 million. International Inc. $5.7 million.

of Canada $5.2 million. West Lifeco Inc. $4.2 million.

average of $7.3 million in 2008, 9) Stephen Wetmore, Bell Aliant54) David Goodman, Dundee63) James Balsillie, Research ir83) Ellis Jacob, Cineplex Galaxy

even as hundreds of thousands dRegional Com. Income Fund, $11.8/Nealth $5.6 million.

workers were driven out of their million.

jobs by the deepening globall0) Serafino lacono (co-chair),

recession. A new report by thePacific Rubiales Energy Corp.

Canadian Centre for Policy $11.3million.

Alternatives says that the CEOsL1) Miguel de laCampa (co-chair),

pocketed 174 times more than théacific Rubiales Energy Corp.

average Canadian wage. Thé&11.3million.

average compensation for the tod.2) Jeffrey Orr, Power Financial

100 CEOs rose 70 per cent faste€Corp. $11.3 million.

than inflation between 1998 andl13) Jean Claude Gandur, Adda

2008, but people earning thePetroleum Corp. $11.2 million. £

average income lostsix per centtd4) Edmund Clark, Toronto-

inflation over that period, Dominion Bank$11.1 million.

according to CCPA researcherl5) Tye Burt, Kinross Gold Corp. jg#

Hugh Mackenzie. $11.1million. L,
“To put that in perspective, 16) Frank Stronach (Chair), Magngs

55) Mario Longhi, Gerdau

Motion Ltd. $5.2 million. Income Fund $4.1 million.

64) Michael Lazaridis, Researchin84) Robert S Pritchard, Torstar
Motion Ltd. $5.2 million. Corp. $4.1 million.

65) Andre Desmatrais, Power Corp85) Michael Waites, Finning
of Canada $5 million. International Inc. $4.1 million.

66) Francois Coutu, Jean CoutB6) StephenH. Sorenson, Uex Corp
Group $4.9 million. $4 million.

67) Jay Hennick, FirstService Corp87) B.H. March, Imperial Oil Ltd. $4
$4.8million. million.

68) John Lau, Husky Energy Inc.88) Charles Jeannes, Goldcorp Inc.
$4.8million. $4 million.

69) Frederic Green, Canadiar89) Luc Desjardins,
Pacific Railway Ltd. $4.7 million.  Transcontinental Inc. $4 million.
70) John Macken, lvanhoe Mines90) Stanley Marshall, Fortis Inc.
Ltd. $4.7 million. $3.9million.

71) Steve Laut, Canadian NaturabB1) Peter Marrone, Yamana Gold
Resources Ltd. $4.6 million. Inc. $3.9 million.

Canadians will work full-time International Inc. $10.8 million. .

throughout the year to earn thel7) Louis Vachon, National Bank Thomas Glocer, CEO of media

national average of $42,305,”of Canada$10.5million. giant Thomson Reuters, took

Mackenzie told the media. “The 18) Randall Eresman, EnCana Corfhome $36.5 million in 2008 to

top 100 CEOs pocket that amoun$10.3 million. top the list of executives.

by 1:01 pm on Jan. 4 - the first19) Gordon Nixon, Royal Bank of

working day of the year.” Canada $9.6 million. 75) Mayo M. Schmidt, ViterraInc. 95) BrettHerman, TriStar Oil & Gas
Thomas Glocer of Thomson20)RonBrenneman, Petro-CanadAmeristeel Corp. $5.6 million. $4.5million. Ltd. $3.6 million.

Reuters Corp. was the top earne$9.2million 56) Ronald Pantin, Pacific Rubiales76) Marvin F. Romanow, Nexen96) S. Defalco, MDS Inc. $3.5

with $36.6 million, followed by the 21) Richard Waugh, Bank of NovaEnergy Corp. $5.5 million. Inc. $4.5 million. million.

late Ted Rogers at $21.5 million. Scotia $9.2 million. 57) Allen Chan, Sino-Forest Corp.77) M.H. McCain, Maple Leaf 97) W.P. Buckley, ShawCor Ltd.
Several bank executives were22) Michael Wilson, Agrium Inc. $5.3million. Foods Inc. $4.4 million. $3.5million.

also on the list, despite a federa$9.2 million. 58) Geoffrey T. Martin, CCL 78)Keith A. Carrigan, BFI Canada98) D.L. Rogers, Sears Canada Inc.

72) Peter R. Jones, HudBay92) Marcel Coutu, Canadian QOil
Minerals Inc. $4.6 million. Sands Trust $3.7 million.

73) Gerald Grandey, Cameco Corp93) Kevin Loughrey, Thompson
$4.6 million. Creek Metals Co. Inc.$ 3.7 million.
74) Marc Tellier, Yellow Pages 94) Thomas Gauld, Canadian Tire
Income Fund $4.6 million. Corp. $3.6 million.

government bank bailout in the23) Gregory Wilkins, Barrick Gold Industries $5.3 million. Ltd. $4.4 million. $3.5million.
form of mortgage purchasing thatCorp. $8.9 million. 59) Sean Boyd, Agnico-Eagle79)Alain Bedard, TransForce Inc.99) Edward Sonshine, RioCan REIT
helped banks preserve theirannu&@4) John A Manzoni, Talisman Mines Ltd. $5.3 million. $4.3million. $3.4million.

profit-making, the reportsaid.  Energy Inc. $8.8 million. 60) Scott Saxberg, Crescent Poin80) Wm. Wells, Biovail Corp. $4.3 100) Rupert Duchesne, Groupe

TD Bank CEO Edmund Clark 25) Allan Leighton, Loblaw Cos. Energy Trust$5.3 million. million. Aeroplan Inc. $3.2 million.
made $11.1 millionin 2008, while Ltd./Weston $8.8 million. 61) lan Greenberg, Astral Media81) Gerald Schwartz, Onex Corp(www.policyalternatives.ca/
National Bank’s Louis Vachon 26)Kevin McArthur, Goldcorp Inc. Inc. $5.3 million. $4.3million. publications/reports/soft-landing)
pocketed $10.5 million and Gordon$8.7 million.

Nixon of Royal Bank took home 27) Craig H. Muhlhauser, Celestica
$9.6 million. Richard Waugh of the Inc $8.7 million. T A 15
Bank of Nova Scotia had total28) Harold Kvisle, TransCanadass Mg Cuts T
earnings of $9.2 million, William Corp. $8.6 million. ](m——-vf
Downe of the Bank of Montreal 29) Eugene C. McBurney, (Chair);.l‘\ .. [;:f_':| i
made $6.4 millionand CIBC’s Gerry GMP Corp. $8.3 million. 1) L[]
McCaughey had a salary of $6.330) Jim  Shaw, Shaw :

million. Communications Inc. $8.2 million. %

None ofthe CEOs from troubled 31) Richard George, Suncor Energy
automakers GM and Chrysler,Inc. $8 million.
which received billions in 32) Pierre Beaudoin, Bombardier
government bailouts, made it ontdnc.$7.8 million.
the list since those companies ar83) Richard J. Harrington,
U.S.-based. Thomson Reuters Corp. $7.8

Magna International chairman million.

Frank Stronach was No. 16 with34) D.A.Loney, Great-West Lifeco
earnings of $10.8 millionin 2008. Inc.$7.3 million.

Several corporations have eitheB5) Pierre Peladeau, Quebecor Ing
two or three executives who shareé7 million.
the chief executive title and make36) James Kinnear, Pengrowt
the list. Energy Trust $6.9 million.

“If you rolled up some of those 37) Darren Entwistle, TELUS Corp.  Accused pipe-bomber Kyle fewrogueex-councilmembers’who This bombastic message is a
double and triple counts you’d $6.9million. McKee (see our Jan. 1-15 issue)no longer represent the group. “Ifclear attempt to intimidate anti-
have some pretty stratospheri@8) Stephen Snyder, TransAltavas arrested on Dec. 16 inanything,”hesays,“wewillfunction racist activists, including
numbers for what executives areCorp. $6.9 million. Winnipeg, after a two-hour far more efficiently without the Communist Party members Jason
paid,” Mackenzie said. 39) Donald Stewart, Sun Life standoffwith police ata North Endbureaucratic, half-assed diplomacybevine and Bonnie Collins, who

“In a year in which we dropped Financial Inc. $6.6 million. home. The 24-year-old neo-naziof three tired old farts who have nohave been prominent in efforts to
into the biggest recession sincet0) RobertA. Milton, ACE Aviation faces two counts of attemptedstomach for street life.” alert residents to the violent racist
the '30s, (you'd think) you would Holdings Inc. $6.6 million. murder, related to a failed attack Acknowledging “some recent organization active in the city.
have seen executive compensatiodl) Donald Lindsay, Teck Comincoagainst two of his fellow fascistsinconveniences,” the messagd®evine and Collins (and their
go down,” said Mackenzie. “Yet Ltd. $6.5million. last November 21 in Calgary.claims that “the bulk of the Aryan young children) have been the
we still saw the top 100 get an42)Peter Munk, Barrick Gold Corp. McKee is also charged with Guardisstillhere, and still able andarget of frequent phone and email
average of $161,000 a year ir6.5million. possession of explosives, andvilling to carry on the march of threats, and their home has been
bonuses related to stock optiong3) Patrick Daniel, Enbridge Inc. possession of a weapon for aalvation.” hit with a molotov cocktail, cinder
and much more than that in stocks6.5million. dangerous purpose. From there, the messageblocks, and nazi graffiti.
grants.” 44) William Downe, Bank of The incident led to the descends into vile, racist threats, Now, “Krieger” has promised

Here is the list, from highest to Montreal $6.4 million. announcement that the Calgaryincluding a pledge to treat Thirdto retaliate against opponents of
lowest, as compiled by the45) Nancy Southern, Atco Ltd./based Aryan Guard group hadWorldimmigrantsas“unwelcome,the Aryan Guard, essentially by
Canadian Centre for Policy Canadian Utilities Ltd. $6.3million. disbanded in the wake of severalien invaders.” murdering anti-racists in Calgary.
Alternatives: 46) Gerry McCaughey, Canadianinternal divisions. There is “Krieger”alsopromisesthatthe The fact that this threat was issued
1) Thomas Glocer, Thomsonlmperial Bank of Commerce $6.3speculation that the tip which led“final days are at hand” for “those while Kyle McKee is in police
Reuters Corp. $36.6 million. million. police to McKee’s hide-out may who hate the White race, be yowustody is evidence that the danger
2) Ted Rogers, Rogers47)JacquesLamarre, SNC-Lavalihave come from anothercommunists,anarchists,orvariouss farfromeliminated.
Communications Inc. $21.5million. Group Inc. $6.3 million. disgruntled neo-nazi. other forms of deluded, hateful The Central Executive
3) J. M. Lipton, Nova Chemicals 48) Charles Fischer, NexenInc.$6.2 But there are also indicationsscum...” Committee of the Communist Party
Corp. $19.8 million. million. that some of this notorious gang “Everytime you seekto strike aof Canada has responded with a
4) George Cope, BCE Inc. $19.649) Bruce Aitken, Methanex Corp.may be preparing to renew theirblow against us, the blow shall bdetter to the Calgary Police Service,
million. $5.9million. criminal activities in southern dealt back ten thousand fold,”the RCMP, andthe local, provincial
5) Robert Brown, CAE Inc.$17.350) Donald Walker, Magna Alberta. continues “Krieger.” “You will and federal governments,
million. International Inc.$5.9 million. A recent statement was posteadrumple to your knees and expiredemanding quick action to ban the
6) William Doyle, Potash Corp. of 51) Jurgen Schreiber, Shoppersn a fascist website by a “Hansdrown in pools of your own filthy Aryan Guard in whatever form it
Saskatchewan $17 million. Drug Mart Corp. $5.9 million. Krieger”, claiming to speak for the blood, crumble away to dust andresurfaces, and to lay criminal
7) Hunter Harrison, Canadian52) Edward M. Siegel Jr., RusselAryan Guard. “Krieger” says that be completely forgotten by charges against whoever posted
National Railway Co. $13.4 million. Metals Inc. $5.8 million. the dissolution was made only by “agenerations to come...” the latest threats

NEYMISST DONT YOU PLOPLE 3 GO AND STICK IT IN
U THE DERCT A CET YOUR BIG FAT TAX
- LOOP-HOLE, BUSTER!

“Aryan Guard” vows new violence
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EDIT ORIALS

The dead cat bounce?

Corporate talking heads continue to talk about “recovery,” g
pairing that word with “fragile.” The only certainty, however, is thatfhe
devastation which hit working people in 2009 will continue this ygar.
With apologies to cat-lovers, the phrase “dead cat bounce” conjes t
mind; virtually anything thrown off a tall building will bounce wher it
hits the sidewalk. Similarly, the decline lastyear was so severe thal
months of barely measurable GDP growth does not mean much

Mostimportant, there is no sign that the slight upturn in econgmic
activity willimprove employmentfigures in the near future. The th|rty
biggest capitalist economies in the Organization for Econdmic
Cooperation and Development are still on track for record posttwar|
levels of some 57 million jobless this year, with tens of millions njore
surviving on part-time hours. In December, after several months of
“growth,” the official Canadian unemployment rate stayed at 8.p%,

ften

afey Suu

leaving 1.57 million out of work. The picture is worse in the Unifed
States, with gloomy implications for the Canadian economy.

It's also a fact that Canadian workers have lost ground ovey th
last decade, even as corporate executives saw their pay odtpa
inflation by 70%. Faced with rising debt loads and poor job prospects
working people are in no position to go on a spending spree.|An
now, the Harper Tories are winding up their totally inadeqyate
“stimulus” package, sharpening the knives to cut social spendipg i

= Andbo<

the next budget.
The details vary but the picture is roughly similar in many other

capitalist countries, as right-wing governments focus on protegting
corporate profits at the expense of working people. In the cufrent
battle against the arrogant Tory prorogation of Parliament, it will b
crucial to expand the fight by raising the need for a genuine,

1%

s

worker economic program in response to the “jobless recove

Singing the prorogation blues

It's nice to see Stephen Harper caught between a rock and

desire to vote or take part in political action.

which saw a record-low voter turnout. But now this approa
backfiring. Having harangued the public for many years abo

head of the so-called National Citizens Coalition?), Mr. Harpellhas

" Reader calls to "end the “drug war”

Unknown to many Canadians,experience in many jurisdictionstohas failed miserably, just as the

_ _ twee hare minority Conservative be ineffective.
place - both largely of his own making. The minority PM, loathed bygovernment has been pursuing a We need amodern approachto Besides a wide variety of

millions of Canadians, has clung to power in part by turning polfticsadical approach to drug policymarijuana, indeed to all drugs. Itmedical uses, marijuana is quite
into a blood sport, heaping abuse on his opponents and critic§. Tti®ough Bill C-15 which is now is time,

Tory strategy is notto reach outto Canadians, butrather to holdq théjefore the Senate.

narrow base while driving millions of non-supporters away frompny - This bill introduces mandatory for the legalization of marijuana.no real reason, apart from a

minimum sentencing for variousGovernments

It's a ploy that brought some Tory gains in the 2008 elecfondrug “crimes,” such as nine monthscomfortable making money one to support prohibition of
I$or possession of a single pot plantthrough the sale of more harmfulmarijuana.

thelandatory sentencing has beesubstances such as tobacco and Ifwe are truly concerned about

evils of overpaid, lazy politicians (remember his vicious recorfl aproven through research and pastlcohol. Prohibition of marijuana crime, we would end prohibition

are

not just for the harmless;
decriminalization of marijuana, but compared with alcohol. There is

now incurred the wrath even of his own supporters by casyall
shutting down Parliament for a two-month holiday. The as
majority of Canadians who understand the daily hardshi
working for aliving have little sympathy for this cynical maneuyre.
Popular anger may well rise a few more degrees as Tory capi
ministers enjoy the Winter Olympics rather than stay in Ottawa t
deal with the economic crisis.

Anger is the right response to Stephen Harper’s utter contgm
for the norms of Canada’s stunted form of democracy. Long-fim
Communist leader Tim Buck warned that if fascism ever canje t
Canada it would be installed by the Conservatives. Buck’s
seem prescient these days, as a far-right prime minister with
popular mandate schemes to shift power from the elected Memb
of Parliament into his own hands. For example, what would happgn
if Parliamentwas divided next year over the promised troop withdrpwal
from Afghanistan? Does anyone doubt that Harper would congider

f

about it, and join us at the anti-prorogation rallies on January 23rg!

PEOPLE'S VOICE

ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd.
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept.,
People's Voice, 133 Herkimer St., Unit 502, Hamilton, ON, L8P 2H3
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net

Volunteers and contributors for this issue
Asad Ali, Dave Arland, Ed Bil, Sean Burton,
Sam Hammond, Darrell Rankin, Liz Rowley,
W.T. Whitney Jr. and our mailers in
Vancouver & Toronto.

Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerSam Hammond
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa,

Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacouman

LETTERS

People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal

attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor”

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or
pvoice@telus.net

People's Voice articles may be reprinted without
permission provided the source is credited.

t

OThe Medicare Pledge

e

another prorogation to keep Canadian troops in Kandahar? Think

Take the Medicare Pledge

HC/CALM - November 2009 marked the 30th anniversary of
Canadian Health Coalition. In honour of those who fight for Cana

medicare system, the CHC is asking supporters to take a medlic

pledge. By taking the pledge, thousands of Canadians are u
Prime Minister Stephen Harper to show leadership on health c3
enforcing the Canadian Health Act against privatization and sta|
a drug plan for all Canadians.

As a Canadian, | believe access to quality health care mu
ased on need, not ability to pay. Our public health care ref
those values of equality and fairness. We must improve our p
health care for everyone, instead of expanding private for-p
services that benefit only a few. | pledge my support for
protection and improvement of public health care in Canada.
Take the pledge at http://medicare.ca/medicare-pledge

How much is a yottabyte?
Internet/CALM - The U.S. National Security Agency is building

$2-billion storage facility in Utah that will house and analyse all fofm

of electronic communication... a potential “yottabyte” of data.

So how big is a yottabyte? There are a thousand gigabyte
terabyte, a thousand terabytes in a petabyte, a thousand pet|
in an exabyte, a thousand exabytes in a zettabyte, and a tho
zettabytes in a yottabyte. In other words, a yottabytd
1,000,000,000,000,000 gigabytes.

Interms of measuring data on current human scales, a yott
is nearly infinite. To be fair, the yottabyte figure is just O
estimate generated by
Pentagon think tank. Th
facility could end up only
holding mere hundreds @
petabytes.

facility on its own will burn
through as much electricit
as the whole of Salt Lak
City. For more, readlhe
Secret Sentry: The Untol
History of the National
Security Agency by
Matthew M. Aid.e

The data storage
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prohibition of alcohol failed.

especially when

guite medieval mindset, thatwould lead

and the senseless persecution of
innocent people who enjoy the
use of marijuana. By ending
prohibition, we would end criminal

thecontrol over the drug market. We
" a,g/ould be cutting offamajor source

z?rfe funding for criminal
ganizations. Marijuana and
er forbidden drugs should be
regulated and monitored for
afety. We could direct this
wasted money, which is spent on
éten already bloated police
tEudgets, to  worthwhile

n

fi ducation or public health, or

th ighting real crimes.

There is general agreement
among experts and thinking
politicians from all political parties
that we need a new and sensible
drug strategy. This is an issue that
we should raise with our Members
of Parliament and our Senators.
Stop BillC-15, end the war ondrugs,
%end prohibition!

N §park Hamilton, Stellarton, NS
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Harper out of office now!

Afghanistan. The fabricated“free trade”, capitalist Canadians who support civilsooner the better.
pretext of a “breathing space” to“globalisation” and the erosion of rights, democratic liberties, All outon January 23rd! Bring
craft updated economic and sociaCanadian sovereignty, by the tightuniversal social programs,thetroopshome from Afghanistan
policies is absurd; the corporate grip onthe mass mediagquality, peace, sovereignty andNOW! Drive outthe pro-corporate
o Conservatives intend to slashand by an electoral system whickenvironmental sustainability is toHarper Conservatives, and step
The d90|5|9n (_)f Stephengggial spending, leaving millionsrestricts any serious debate ofoin the struggle to drive thisup the fight for a People’s
Harper's — minority  Tory of Canadian workers and theirprogressive alternatives to thegovernment out of office, the Alternative!e
government to prorogue famjlies facing another desperateneoliberal agenda.
Parliament for the second time inyear during the worst capitalist In pursuit of this agenda, the
twelve months demonstrateserisis in decades. Instead ofHarper Conservatives are using
profound contempt and loathing«yorking,” the Tories will be the levers of power to stack the
for both Parliament and thepgsing for the cameras at theSenate, the courts and public
millions of Canadians who areyancouver Winter Olympics, service with their supporters. They
demanding genuine action to endyhjch have taken over $6 billion have stifled dissentwithin the civil
the economic crisis and thefrom people’s needs to host thisservice, violated laws, ignored
occupation of Afghanistan. resolutions adopted
by the majority of
MPs, gutted
accountability laws
and promises, and
further concentrated
power in the Prime
] ] . Minister’s office. At
Harper is escalating his attack ofinassive party for the rich on stolerevery stage, they hurl McCarthy- %,
democracy to a new andpative land. style accusations to vilify and é\
dangerous level. Carried out by a far-right terrorize critics. Itis no exaggeration | | ™
The Communlst_ Party of government - one rejected byto warn that these demagogic
Canada condemns this action, anflearly two-thirds of voters - the dictatorial tactics are designed tc |
urges all Canadians to take partifyorogation is a direct attack onblock any possibility of eventually *
the January 23 protest ralliesparliament itself, wiping out the reversing their right-wing policies.
across the_ country. With theyork ofan entire sessionand halting Unless the Harper Tories are
strong participation of the labourthe work of parliamentary defeated by apowerful movemen
movement and all progressivecommittees. of opposition, they pose a real
forces, this movement to “get Even more significant, this is and present danger to the future HARPER STRIlKCES A i
Parliamentback towork” can helpnot an isolated step. It is part of @of Canada. The duty of all ' Sk sl
spark a powerful campaign togeliperate, conscious strategy by
block and defeat the Harperine Harper Tories to impose thd
the fight policies to defend the agenda by undemocratic means.

interests of working people andThejr goal is to transform the
move Canadain a fundamentallycanadian state, using every Proroguing of Parliament

Statement by the Central
Executive Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada, Jan. 7, 2010

Communist Party of Canada
condemns proroguing of Parliament

URnier-art oo
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Political scientists call for democratic action

commentators have focused on
the key role of the House of
Commons - and opposition

As the controversy over the antiquated voting system that
creates an unrepresentative and

unstable House of Commons.

Imposed during the holiday achievements of past struggles b
season, the prorogation ofyorking people, and instead to
Parliament until March is a transfer ever more wealth into the
machination to escape furthercoffers of the corporate rich and tg
public scrutiny of Canada’s syrengthen the oppressive stat
complicity inthe torture of Afghan apparatus: the military, prisons

/announced on Jan. 5 that 132
Canadian political scientists from
36 universities and colleges have
co-signed a statement calling for
|_electoral reform within the next
“five years, includingaproportional
representation system.

parties in particular - which is to
hold the governmentto account,”
said Bronwen Bruch, President of
Fair Vote Canada. “While we
join those condemning the
inappropriate shut-down of the
Parliament, an even bigger

First-past-the-post usually
creates either “majority’
governments that the majority
voted against, or unstable
minority governments where
any party nearing 40 per centin
the polls has incentive to pull

detainees, and more broadly theys|ice and spy agencies.
disastrous failure oftheimperialist  pemocracy in Canada hag

war and occupation in gjreadybeen gravely weakened by

obstacle to democratically
accountable government is our

“In recent days, editorial
writers  and political

the plug in hope of winning an
undeserved majority of seats.”

CPC-36

The Communist s and the next election

Toronto, Feb. 5-7, 2010

shift by the NDP leadership in theleading spokespersons vigoroushprimarily through measures toimmediate problems facing the
recent period. As noted above, Jackenied thatthe NDP would supporencourage “green capitalism”.  working class, and the Communist
Layton hasretreated alongdistanceold ideas’ such as public Inthissituation, the CommunistParty’s goal of a socialist Canada.
from his party’s earlier stand of callingownership of the banks or theParty of Canada will once againin fact, a larger and stronger
for a swift end to Canada’s military energy industry. enter the next federal election byCommunist Party would help to
mission in Afghanistan. In the area These shiftsin NDP policy reflect nominating about 20-25 candidate®vercome the passivity and retreat
of the economy, while the NDP a strong tendency at the leadershipm selected ridings across thewhich today characterize the top
supports certainreformmeasuresttevel to accommodate to thecountry. The Communistcampaignieadership of the CLC and the
reduce the impact of the crisis ordemands of big business. It wouldwill strive to win votes and supportright-wing leadership of the NDP.
working people, Layton has alsobe wrong to conclude, as somdor the immediate measuresinouifhe public and electoral
yielded considerably to big businesdhave, that there is no longer anyplatform, and to strengthen thecampaigns of the Communist
pressures. We recall his commentdifference between the NDP andability of the working classto mountParty are a necessary part of the
last January to aluncheon sponsoretie big business parties. But undea longer-term fight for a People’spolitical and ideological struggle

We are keenly aware thatby one of the foremost bodies ofLayton’sleadership, that differenceCoalition to turn this country in a whichis needed to raise the need
another federal election may soormonopolists, bankers and financierhias narrowed, to the detriment of rogressive direction, andfor a united mass fightback, and
be underway. The working classinthis country, the Toronto Board of powerful and united working classultimately for socialism. for the kind of People’s Coalition
cannot be indifferent to the Trade: “It's that courage of theresponse to the corporate attack. There is no contradiction which is so desperately needed
outcome of this election... As in Canadian people which makes oumstead of gaining votes and seatdetween advocating a powerfulando overcome the political crisis
the 2008 election, the Communistcountry strong. Let's match thatthe NDP maywell lose supportfromunited mass movementtotackle then Canada todaye

Party will call for the defeat of the quietcourage with smartinvestmentsvorking people who see less reason
REDS ON THE WEB

Harper Tories - the most deadlyfor the future... It's that kind of to go to the polls to support a party
expression of the corporatecourage workers will need to take dacking a clear-cut progressive

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca

domination of Canada - and topay cut so your friends at the plantlternative platform.
block the right, by also denying acan keep their job.” Similarly, there is no sign that
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

The Communist Party will
hold its 36th Central
Convention over the Feb. 5-
7 weekend in Toronto. We
are reprinting parts of the
Draft Resolution which is
being debated by party
members across Canada.
These excerpts are from
paragraphs 86-92; for the
full Resolution, visit
www.communist-party.ca.

majority to the pro-corporate, pro-  Atthe August 2009 federal NDP the Green Party’s overall policie
war Liberals under Ignatieff, whoseconvention in Halifax, much of the have shifted in a progressiveg
differences with the Tories aremediaattentionwas onresolutionglirection. While the Greens take
primarily over the pace and scale ofvhich proposed a name change fasome positive positions on matter
imposing the continentalist andthe party, dropping the wordof peace, democracy and civil
corporate agenda. “New”. These resolutions andliberties, they remain wedded to

We are deeply concerned ovebther “controversial’ matterswerethe incorrect view that
the increasingly evident rightwardshuffled off the agenda, while environmental change canbe wo
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“No

security without human

rights”, warns CUPW president

Speech by Denis Lemelin,
President, Canadian Union
of Postal Workers, at an
Ottawa public meeting to
mark International Human
Rights Day on Dec. 10,
2009

Thank you for inviting me here.

But I wantto say that|amthe voicebasic principle of natural justice piece of mail delivered to the homes

of all Canadian Union Postal
Workers (CUPW) members who
did work around human rights for

the last 45 years. Our Union hadevel of fairness in the workplace.of both sides of each piece
always stood up to defend sociallhis means that when our membertformation from this was used to
justice and human rights. It is part

of our history.
Our members know that we

cannot have security if people wha
live amongst us are subject td
arbitrary detention and arrest.
They know that we cannot have

rights to any person leads to ar1965-1984.1n 1987, CSIS buggeq

environment where the humanthe telephone system atthe CUP
rights of all people are in jeopardy.National Office.

This is why we are standing in  There is documented evidencd
solidarity today with Mohamed that CSIS agent John Farrell lookeg:.
and Sophie Harkat and with othelinto the banking records of unio 3
security certificate detainees andactivists, illegally broke into cars |
their families. of CUPW activists in Toronto and

At CUPW we believe that the was authorized to intercept ever

has to apply to everyone. Ourof targeted union leaders. While
Union and the entire labourmost mail wasn’t necessarily
movement have struggled for som®pened, photocopies were mad

“mine contacts” at credit card
agencies and banks. The garbag

of targeted CUPW leaders was
routinely stolen and inspected. CUPW members at a January 2009 rally in solidarity with the

CSIS even gave some of thepeople of Gaza. (Photo: Peace Alliance Winnipeg)
targeted leaders special garbage
bags on the pretence that thepefore the meeting, members ofibout a war on terror those would

labour
voices

security if people who are arrestedare subjected to discipline, theirwere part of a special recyclingthe Canada Border Servicese some of the key elements.

do not have the right to see théJnion advocate has the right toexperiment.

Agency visited our office. They Looking toward future

evidence againstthem. Theyknowsee the information that the The RCMP and CSIS viewedwere wearing bullet proof vests,challenges, we have to fight for a

that our security is not improved

CUPW President DenisLemelin

when people from countries with
large Islamic populations are

Employer has on them and theiCUPW as a National Securityand were armed. The messagdifferent society:

Union advocate has the right tathreat. It was wrong to say CUPWthey were sending was that if you* a foreign policy that puts justice,

show this and share this with thewas a national security threat andvere a supporter of Mohamedand dignity and fair trade above

member involved. itiswrong to see Mohamed HarkatHarkat, they were going to thatoffreetrade. Anexample ofthe
The labour movement hasand the other security certificateintimidate you. latter is the Free Trade Agreement

fought for this right for years. And detainees as threats. The second one is aboutbetween Canada and Colombia.

now to have the government of Twenty years ago, the systemslamophobia. The men who aref an emphasis on a strong public

Canada say that it is legitimate tadid itto protectitselfinternally and

imprison people on the basis ont continues to do so. Now it is

unseen allegations is dangerousdoing the same thing to proteche know that today, or next week or next year

But as activists, we know thatitself from the outside, on anany of us here - trade unionists, human rights

we are living in a capitalist world international basis. defend tivists iust t §
and we know that the system has For CUPW this security etenders, peace activists just 1o name a few -

putin place mechanismsto protectertificate regime representsC0u|d all be threatened when human rights
itselfandthellabourmpvementhaseveral dangerous trends: | Wi”and natural justice are on the Chopping block.
a long experience of it. talk about three of them.

Now, | want to share withyou The first one is about the
the experience of CUPW. Inaverycriminalization of dissent. If you orwho have been held underthessector, including universal
smallway CUPW knows whatitis do not hold or do not appear tosecurity certificates have allservices, both here and
like to be watched by the RCMPhold majority views, you and your practised the Muslim Faith. Theinternationally.
andtheirfriends. We knowthattheideas are criminalized. We areRunnymede Trust in Britain * a focus on job creation, not
RCMP and the Canadian Securityseeing this locally, nationally, defined Islamophobia ascorporate greed. We have to link
Intelligence Service (CSIS) spiedand internationally. Aboutayear“unfounded hostility towards the fight for security and human
on CUPW and CUPW activistsforago CUPW had agreed to haveslam.” Itrefers also to the practicalrights with the building of a new

targeted and are subjected tenanyyears. The Vancouver Locathe Justice for Mohamed Harkatconsequences of such hostility irsociety.

Islamophobia.
For CUPW, the denial of human

of CUPW was under constantcommittee use our boardroom forunfair discrimination against This so-called “war on terror”
surveillance by the RCMP froma press conference. The dayuslim individuals and which is really a war on Human
communities, and to the exclusionRights has reminded me about

WFTU New Year message - 2010

of Muslims from mainstream courage. It takes courage to
political and social affairs. This withstand being arrested and jailed
practice builds inequality andwithout charges and without
discrimination, at a time whenknowing the allegations against

The World Federation of Trade stronger. The WFTU will be inthe prostitution, with the peoplég
Unions (WFTU) has issued thefront line of these struggles toof Africa to stop the deaths for
following New Year’'s Day defend: starvation and AIDS. With the
statement for 2010: - The rights of all the workers, thestruggles in Honduras againg
Dear friends, workers, poor rights of young people and thethe coup d’etat, with ou
farmers, unemployed, homelesstights of women, for regular andbrothers from Colombia an
Dear brothers and sisters instable jobs with good salaries andhe Philippines, who are bein
Africa, in Asia and the Pacific, in trade union freedoms. assassinated by paramilita
Latin America, in Europe and - The rights of ordinary people for organizations. We will struggle
the Middle East, on behalf of thepublic health, education and sociato stop all the imperialist wars,
leadership of WFTU, we wish security. for the withdrawal of Israe
you health and strength for the- The survival of the financial from all Arab territories and
newyear 2010. immigrants and refugees. the foundation of an
We are in the middle of the - The cancellation of the debts ofindependent Palestinian sta
international economic crisis. all Third World countries. with Jerusalem as its capital
Unemployment, poverty, and- The freeze of lay-offs and city.
prices on basic food-stuffs privatizations. Dear colleagues, 2010 is fc
continue torise. The imperialist- The protection of the the WFTU ayear of trade unio
wars create more refugees anénvironmentand the quality of life, formation and training, with
migrant workers, more in the face of problems resultingconcrete programmes of trade
destruction. The profits of the from climate change. union training and education in
capitalists increase. To strengthen  our all continents, in every country,
In the last year the working internationalism and solidarity and with special care to the
class conducted many big,with the people of Cuba, with theyoung workers who represe
massive and efficient strugglesimportant Bolivarian changesthe hope for a socialistic world.
Inthe new year, struggles couldthat are taking place in Latin We wish to the international
and should be even strongerAmerica, with the people of Asia working class, health, strength
The trade union movement allto stop child labour, with the and efficient struggles.
over the world should becomepeople of Eastern Europe to stop (www.wftucentral.org)

59
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unity is needed. you. It takes courage to stand up
The third one is about denial ofand say the security certificate
human and civil rights. CUPW regime is unjustand undemocratic.
believesthatthe arrest of Mohamed\nd, it takes courage to live every
Harkat, the torture of Maher Arar,day under the harsh and invasive
the institution of the no-fly lists eyes of CSIS and Canada Border
etc. serve to weaken our collectiveServices.
security. For CUPW the issue is Soonbehalfthe 54,000 members
clear. Our security does notlie withof the Canadian Union of Postal
measures that strip away ouMWorkers | want to thank Sophie
democratic and human rights. Ouand Mohamed Harkat for their
security is about solidarity andcourage.
justice. We know that today, or next
The arrest and jailing of weekor nextyear any of us here -
Mohamed Harkat and the othettrade unionists, human rights
security certificate detainees haslefenders, peace activists just to
not resulted in CUPW membersname afew - could all be threatened
feeling more secure. when human rights and natural
Here are some items that wouldustice are on the chopping block.
make CUPW members moreOur own experiences with CSIS
secure: an end to the securityand the RCMP keeping CUPW
certificate regime; the and its activists under
unconditional freedom of surveillance have led CUPW to
Mohamed Harkat and all the otherecognize the need for solidarity
security certificate detainees; awith Mohamed Harkat and all
strong emphasis on protectinghose who become victims of
human and civil rights, locally, secret security campaigns. We
nationally and globally; the know that the best way to be part
complete withdrawal of Canadianof the struggle against the secret
troops from Afghanistan. If the information society is to make a
Federal Government was seriousiew world possibles
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Karl Marx in Copenhagen

By W. T. Whitney Jr.

followed years of scientific nations. He then issued a presbillion offer from unspecified to engineered scarcities and
recommendations, negotiationsconference announcement of aisources to help underdevelopeédccumulation. Or, according to

“Goodbye Africa, goodbye andwrangling, beginning with the “agreement” affecting 194 nations.nations cope with climate disasterMarx, quoted by Foster: “The earth

South Asia; goodbye glaciersandl992 Earth Summit.
seaice, coral reefs and rainforesifWashington  opting

With Participants learned of it via Danish police arrested over 1000s the reservoir from whose bowels
out, television.
it was nice knowing you.” Such industrialized nations acceptedthe Legal commitments under the“pre-crime law.”
wasUK Guardianwriter George 1997 Kyoto Protocol calling for Kyoto Protocol morphed into a

peaceful protesters under a newhe use values are to be torn.”
Climate change sets the stage for
Speaking for the G-77 group ofprofiteers to look covetously at

Monbiot’s dismay as the recentmodest, but legally binding limits political agreement lacking 134 underdeveloped nationsfood and fuel shortages, high
Copenhagen Climate Conferencen emissions. To keep globalcommitments and time tables.Sudanese diplomat Lumumbatechnology energy fixes, and

ended.

La Jornadanewspaper blamed 1.5 degrees C, scientists
“a web of interests that are thehave called for reducing
main obstacle to reaching a seriougreenhouse gas emission
accord,” including “governments from the present 385 parts
and their accomplices in thepermillionto 350ppm.
corporation and financial world.”  Before the Copenhagen
The profligate burning of fossil meeting, the UN issued
fuels has fostered consumptionguidelines accepting a
corporations’ economic temperature rise of 2
expansion, accumulation, anddegrees C. By 2020,
profit. Capitalism “imposes whatis industrialized nations were
in effecta scorched earth strategy,to have reduced
writes Monthly Reviewanalyst greenhouse gas emission
John Bellamy Foster. to 45 percentof 1990 levels,

The Copenhagen debacleo 80 percentby2050. The
recalls markers of other capitalisEuropean Union had
crises, the 1914 war over empirepromised a 20 percent cut
for example, and the 1930s worldthe United States, in effect,

temperatures fromrisingmoretharReaching out to

nations Stanislaus Di-Aping demanded acarbon trading. Working people,
1.5degree Climiton global inhabitants of small islands, and
warming and 60 percent poor Africanfarmers-among others
emission reductions by - fight to protect wealth held in
2020. “Iwillnotacceptthe common.
total destruction of my  And under a socialist banner:
continent, her people, in“Socialism is designed in terms of
Copenhagen,”hedeclareda society founded on use value,
That’s where a Marxist notexchange value,” claims Samir
approach comes in. TheAmin, who specifies, “Socialism
struggle, defined by classshould be ecological, indeed can
interests, continues. Andonly be ecological.”
just as the labour theory Venezuelan President Hugo
of value provides a ChavezandPresidentEvoMorales
material basis for unified of Bolivia came to Copenhagen
struggle by industrial withamessage fromthe Bolivarian
workers, Marx’s Alliance for the Peoples of Our
distinction between use America (ALBA). “We cannot
value and exchange valueconsider climate change without

depression. This time, capitalisma four percent cut. China,individually, not collectively, it does likewise for victims of thinking about changing the
is putting humankind on the roadexempted from Kyoto focusedon monitoring and backechatural resources pillage. Usesystem,” it said. “The capitalist
to hunger, migrations, rampantrequirements, offered anthe two-degree limit on global values, taken together, become@roduction and consumption
disease, and die-off. Harking backambiguous plan tying emissionswarming. the public’'s wealth that, in modelistaking life onthe planetto
to Marx, Samir Amin asserts, “Thecuts to units of GDP rise. A leaked UN scientific report abundance, benefits all. The suna point of no return.”
accumulation of capital destroys No agreements were in sightpredicting a 3 degrees C globabf exchange values constitutes Chavez reminded assembled
the natural bases on which thatvhen world leaders arrived at theeemperature rise under UN-private riches, promoted throughleaders of “socialism, the other
accumulation is built: man... andmeeting’s end. President Obamaecommended emissions limitswascarcities. spectre Karl Marx spoke about,
the earth.(Monthly Review, 59:9. metwith Chinese, Indian, Brazilian,ignored:‘Shock Doctrine”author Capitalists want use values towhich walks here too... Socialism,
pp. 7, 20) and South African representativesNaomi Klein saw bribery in be absorbed into the exchangehisisthe direction, thisis the path
The Copenhagen gatheringaterwiththose of 25 industrialized Secretary of State Clinton’s $100value category opening them ugo save the planet#

First prorogue, then eviscerate....

the country of Medicare. Canada — regional cultures thastated that in 2013-14, when theassault on Parliament and
Murra . Inaspeechtothe NCCin 1994¢cross borders with the US. We’reeconomy will have recovered, thedemocracy — from almost every
y Dobbin is from The . ; SRR A M ; " :
Tyee, January 11, 2010 HarpergavetheReformPartycred|part _of a worldwide Angl_o- def|C|tW|IIst|IIbe$18.9b|ll|0n._ major pO|ItIC§| _columnlst,
forthereversesin social program#merican culture. And there is a Flaherty had to knowthathistaxnewspaper editorials, over a
There is, for good reason, a lotbeingimplemented by the Liberals:continental culture.” cutswould create a structural deficihundred political scientists, and
of enthusiasm across the country(T)he Liberal government in  In a speech to a right-wing— and indeed, it just the crisis heconstitutional experts —including
as the groundswell against American think tank, Harper needs to justify the cuts in hisa significant number of unusual
Stephen Harpers’ cynical ridiculed all Canadians: “lwas askedupcoming budget. The financialsuspects. It is a clear sign that
shuttering of Parliament continueg to speak about Canadian palitics..crisis and stimulus spendingHarper has overreached yet again
to grow. The prime minister from it's legendary that if you're like all postponed the day of reckoning—— a character flaw that has saved
hell has gotten away with so muc Americans, you know almostbutitis now upon us. Flaherty hashe country from disaster more than
— and the opposition is so weak nothing except about your ownmade it clear that he will not dealonce. Harper now sits at 33 percent
that any indication of genuine country. Which makes you with the deficit through any tax in the latest Ekos poll, and if the
public disgust at his continuing probably knowledgeable aboutonencreases, so look for massivemovement continues to grow,
demonstration of contempt for more country than most Canadians.layoffs of federal employees, theHarper’s plan to force an election
democracy is awelcome sign. AndOttawa has announced... no newhe whole speech was full of suctshutting down of governmentover his March budget will have to
everyone who cares about themajor social spending programsinsults about his own country.  agencies and large cuts to others,lae put on hold. That might have the
country should be taking part inUniversality has been severely The nextnailin Canada’s coffinwage freeze, attacks to federaéffectof postponingthe worstcuts.
the new movementfor democracyreduced. It is virtually dead as aAswe inch closerto budgetday —employees’ pensions and cuts But the sudden support for
But we should also be carefulconcept in most areas of publicit will come no matter what the across the board for governmentlemocracy by parts of the Canadian
that this issue does not totallypolicy. The family allowance outcome of the opposition todepartments. We can expect thelite will notextend to defending the
distract us from Harper's actualprogram has been eliminated angroroguing Parliament — there isgovernment’s Crown Assetslegacy of public services, wealth
agenda which is still exactly as itunemploymentinsurance has beealmost nothing in the media, andReview to recommend the sale ofedistribution and government
has always been — to dismantleseriously cut back.” virtually nothing yet from billions in crown assets, furtherintervention inthe economy. Those
the Canada so painstakingly built Harper is surely the only progressive groups, about whatiminishing the financial status of are the things that are in Harper's
by two generations of CanadiansCanadian prime ministertoopenlywe can expect and what thethe federal government. crosshairs, and progressives will
In March, Harper will present his express scorn for his own countryalternatives are. There needstobe, It is gratifying to see such have to fight the campaign to stop
first “austerity” budget. It could as he did in the National Post orbecause Harper and his war roonwidespread opposition to Harper’shim on their owre .
prove to be more damaging tharDec. 8, 2000: “Canada appearstrategists are definitely prepared.
the proroguing of Parliament.  content to become a second-tiemdeed, they have already warned
Harper is driven by a visceralsocialistic country, boasting everCanadians that this budget is the
transition to anew era of austerity. |
This coming budget was set in
motion by Jim Flaherty’'s 2007
budgetwhich launched afive-year,
$60 billiontax cut— largely for the
wealthy and for corporations. He
then gave up another $12 billionin
hatred of what we once referred tanore loudly about its economyrevenue by knocking two points
as the welfare state. Most people imnd social services to mask itoff the GST. That effectively
this world of information overload second-rate status.” created a structural deficit — that
and 20 second sound bites have Stephen Harper doesn’t seenis, anassaultonthe tax base, which
probably forgotten that Mr. Harperto believe that there a separatepeans we cannot avoid yearly
once ran the National Citizensdistinct Canadian nation. Asked indeficits in the future, no matter
Coalition (NCC), one of the mosta 1997 CBC interview, “Is there awhat happens to the economy.
right-wing, libertarian organizations Canadian culture?” Harper replied:This was confirmed last fall by
in the country — founded by an“Yes, in a very loose sense. Iltkevin Page, head of the
insurance broker determined to ricconsists of regional cultures withinParliamentary Budget Office, who

This commentary by

other
voices

"This coming budget was set in motion by Jim
Flaherty’s 2007 budget which launched a five-
year, $60 billion tax cut — largely for the
wealthy and for corporations."
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GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

as an “excessive heightening an@xpulsion and displacement ofreportedly arrived at the scene oron January 20.
COSATUthreatens storage of personal data.” black farm workers through the same day together with police The call was triggered by a rise
World Cup strike Peter Schaar, who headsncreased mechanisation andafficers, and security wasinpetrolprices. Domotahas called
Germany’s Data Protection andperiodic evictions, as well astightened around the factory areafor the right to buy fuel directly
The North West branch of theFreedom of Information intensified exploitation ofthe black  Inmostcases ofindustrial actionfrom Venezuelainstead of through
Congress of South African TradeCommission, criticizedthat ELENA working class through brazena representative of the Ministry ofthe French oil concern Total. He
Unions said on Jan. 5 that it is insystem, saying it went beyond thelouting of labour laws and removal Labour will mediate between also accused the government of
talks with other COSATU affiliates legal limits set out for data of farmworkers and farm dwellersmanagement and the workers tendermining agreements that

to mount a provincial action during collection. from housing and schooling onresolve issues. The mediator i€£nded a six-week strike in March

the World Cup. “I've got a big problem with white-owned farms,” Nzimande responsible for ensuring that certair2009. At the time, the government
Members of the SA Commercialthis. Until now, such information said. minimum conditions are met, suchagreed to raise wages and lower

Catering and Allied Workers’ as minimum wages, hours andorices.

Union have been onawage-relateg?” \ Turkish workers overtime. However, in Burma, itis

strike against Sun City since
December 4. The unionis directing
its anger at the chief executive o
Sun International, David Coultts-
Trotter, who took his Christmas
holiday overseas in the middle of
the strike.

“Workers of Sun International
had a black Christmas due to th
arrogance of the chief executiv
officer, who abandoned the wag
negotiations, and left more thal

) ; rareforstrikingworkers’demandsM r n union
resist violence to be met. oroccan unions

InDecember, nearly 1,000textlefgce Stalemate

More than 10,000 workers inworkers in Hlaing Tharyar staged
Turkey have been holding protest& demonstration. Government Unionsin Morocco are insisting
for weeks in near-freezingofficials were involved in that agreements on wages and
temperatures. They are employed bpegotiations with the workers overbonuses must be implemented
Tekel, the formertobacco monopolytheir demands, though it remainsefore talks with the government
and are battling a snap governmeninclear as to how the issue wagan proceed. Labour leaders are
decision to close their workplaces atesolved. threatening ageneral strike in April
the end of January. They face either The monthly income of mostif outstanding issues are not
unemployment or work at lower factory workers in Burma rangesresolved with the help of the prime

2000 workers on the strike to j) wages and fewer benefits. from 20,000 kyat [$20] to 40,000 minister’s office, according to the
overseas for his own holiday,” the The protests beganin Decembekyat [$40], forcing many to work head of the Union for Moroccan
union said. “This is a clear sign of when over 100 buses brought th@vertime. Many factory owners Workers, Hamid Chabat.

how workers of Sun internationalon salary declarations has notvorkers to Ankarato demonstrateemploy temporary workers who  “2010will be a year of militancy
are exploited, racially attackedappeared,andtheirgeneralstorage front of the ruling party’s have no legal recourse if they aréf the social dialogue proves
including Sun international in a central file is not legally nor headquarters. Police drove thenfired withoutcompensation. More fruitless,” Chabat said in a press
employers using Labour Brokersconstitutionally allowed,” said away into a nearby park. Policethan 80 percent of factory workersrelease on December 29.

for poor conditions of service andSchaar. then put up barricades around thé&n Rangoon work on a day-to-day Talks between the prime
exploitation. It is clear to the Frank Bsirske, head of thepark and used water hoses, clubsasis. Most are young womenminister's office and the unions
federation including the North powerful Ver.di trade union, saidand tear gas against the workergyetween 15 and 27 years of agkave yettoresolve severalimportant

West communities that racism athe ELENA system was ripe for sending many to hospital. who come from the countryside inissues. The government s refusing
Sun City is being protected by themisuse, while the junior partnersin - The demonstrators have sinceearch of a better living. to discuss the thorny issue of pay
senior management of SunChancellor Angela Merkel’s moved their protest to outside the increases, preferring to put off the
International.” coalition government, the Freeheadquarters of the Turkish unionErance reneges discussion by another year.

“We demand the dismissal ofDemocrats, referred to the newconfederation, where they hold Union members are also upset
the Sun International chiefstorage hub as a “data monster.tlaily demonstrations. Some haveQN Guadeloupe that a previously agreed change in
executive officer including his  The government says ELENAgone on hunger strike. pay scales has not been
management which does not carwas created to save paperwork for ag reement implemented. Another agreement
about our country and the rest obusiness owners, who from 201 ) which has yet to be acted on
the poor Workixg class,” the willnolonger have to print out payzBre\Nery bosses A union leader on the Frenchconcerns employees inremote and
federation said. “Sun City is our certificates for their employees. tgken hostage Caribbean island of Guadeloupgnaccessible regions. Public
projectfor 2010, workers have been has called for mass demonstrationgeryvants working in the education
exploited and racially abused forStrikes will go on About 10 managers at an@nd a general strike over Frenciyng health sectors there were
many years since the time of ) ! Anheuser-Busch InBev brewery9overnment economiC gypposed to receive a bonus of
Bophuthatswana Sun City. Gone\/avi tells SACP in Jupille in eastern Belgium werediscrimination against black 700 dinars per month, to be
are those days when Sun City used taken hostage by union officialsWorkers. In an interview withe  extended across other sectors as

to respect only white people, gone  Strikes and service deliveryafter the company announced ifarisiennewspaper, Elie Domotae||, No such bonus has
are those days when Sun City usegirotests will continue until the was firing hundreds of workers. c@lled an unlimited strike to startmaterialised.
to enjoy profitalone, gone are thoséasic needs of the workers and th®TBF radio reported that the plant ; .
days of exploiting the African black poor are taken care of, COSATUmanagers were being held in JEE\VE-Ta\YAI(=TaaiH aWelN]g "Global Class
workers, racism will be rooted outgeneral secretary Zwelinzima Vavimeeting roomin an office building. "
of Sun City during the 2010 FIFA told the mid-term congress of the “We are demanding that the Struggle column are from the
World Cup.” South African Communist Party in senior managers come here an Labour Start website,
Polokwane in December. Vavitoldcall off the layoffs,” Marc Devenne, WWW.|8.bOUI’St art.org

[T ’ _ the congress that the adoption o0& union representative was quoted
Monster data “conservative” macroeconomicas saying by the Belga news
base goes online policies during the early stages ofgency. Send me information )
South Africa’s democracy was Anheuser-Busch InBev ha .
Under controversial new “unfortunate”. announced that a tenth of thg ON the Communist

legislation, German employers He attributed social unrest andcompany’s 3000 employees in
mﬂst now submit data cf)n %/heirwage—related strikes to theBelgium will be laid off due to Party of Canada
workers to a central information “casualisation” of workers, the declining beer consumptioninthg The communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
storage hub, affecting as many ascruel” labour broking system and country. The company is carryingl  fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
40 million employees throughoutthe feeling of economic out similar layoffs across Europe] The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight

the country. Under legislation thatdeprivation among poor against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
i communities. active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s

g?nrrg)?o;léeseffe?; uosnt Jar;lt%?/n i:l-, “Our people ask, was FaCtory Workers movements on awide range of issues_. All our policies and Ieader§hip arp set

employees’ income data to areconciliation worth it if we are Stl‘lke in Rangoon democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of

government-sponsored centraliving in more or less the same socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

mainframe. The database will alseconditions we suffered under In a sign of growing unrest in Central Committee CPC

store information about whetherapartheid?” Burmese factories, about 100 femalfp 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, Ont., M4K 1N6

an employee has participated in Adding to the concerns raisedworkers from a shrimp processind Ph. (416)469-2446 Fax (416)469-4063 E-mail <info@cpc-pcc.da>

strike action, and data on workerin the SACP’s political report on factory in Rangoon’s Hlaing| .. . Ouebedsectiondu  Saskatchewan CPC

absenteeism. corru ption and the emefgingTharyar TOWﬂShip went on strike] parti communiste du Canada) Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
The database is believed to forntulture of “tenderpreneurs”, Vavi on Jan. 7. 5430, av. Trans-Island, Montréal, QC, - o

partof Germany’s largest ever dat&aid it was the responsibility ofthe A source close to the factory, ?3,,"‘{5’&5)737_7817 Cel: (514)212-3857  Tel: 6132327108

acquisition program. EmployersSACP as the workers’ “political which is located in an industrial| e-mai: <pueblo@sympatico.ca> Manitoba Committee CPC

must now send information insurance”tofightthose with“get- park in Rangoon’s western
monthly to the so-called ELENA rich-quick schemes and get-rich-suburbs, said that the women h
database regarding workersWwhile-you-can” mentalities. issued ademand calling for alisto

B.C. Committee CPC 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, R2W 2M3

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1 Tellfax: 204-586-7824
Tel: 604-254-9836 Fax: 604-254-9803  Ontario Ctee. CPC

. . . . ) E-mail: cpbc@telus.net )
contributions to Germany’s social ~ Blade Nzimande, SACP generalL0 workers'rights tobe met. Othef _ ~~ " 290m Danforth Awve., Toronto, MAK NG
programs. Beginning in 2012,secretary, encouraged theeports said the main issue wap gox 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
authorities will be able to use thisdelegates to “throw their full salaries. A clerk at the shrimp| Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
data to assess whether to pay owreight”againstlabour broking “as processing factory confirmed the] Te! 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 Hamiton ON.

i i art of an important struggle tostri i [ Calgary CPC el 905-548-
or refuse benefits to applicants. P p 99 strike, but declined to provide Unta? To Radslife Close SE. Adanic Region G

Trade unions and civil rights transformthe black working class”. further details.
groups have criticised the project “In the ‘white’ countryside  The Ministry of Labour’s
there has been an increase in thgeputy director, Win Shein,

Calgary, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO
Tellfax: 902-542-7981 )
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Lililany Obando trial to resume in February

of the political and social
opposition to the FARC (the

The “rebellion” trial of Liliany
Obando, the labour and huma
rights activistimprisoned by the
Colombian regime, is slated to
continue in February. Liliany
was recently once again denieg
“home arrest” so that she ca
care for her two children, Camilo
and Laura.

Meanwhile, solidarity continues
to build in Canada and othe
countries. A very successful
fundraiserwas held on Jan. 9 atth
Tranzac Club in Toronto to help
with her legal defence. In other
news, the Ontario Secondar

PV Vancouver Bureau

yLiIianyObando
School Teachers Federation

(OSSTF) will send a two-personRevolutionary Armed Forces of
delegation to Bogota next monthColombia) based on evidenceAustralia. She refused -
to visit Liliany and monitor the containedincomputers allegedly

legal proceedings. belonging to Commandant Raul
On December 10, 2009, UnitedReyes. The Colombian military
Nations Human Rights Day, theclaims it recovered these

“Liliany and her family have cooperate.... “The International Network in
been victims of a series of “As we prepare this report, Solidarity with the Colombian
threatening emails and phonelilianyistrying, for the 8thtime, Political Prisoners calls on all its
calls. Similar emails have beento get home detention duringsupporters to demand that the
received by the INSPP. Theher trial. This is a right that is Colombian governmentimplement
internationalization of farc- commonly given to persons ina Humanitarian Exchange of
politica intimidation has taken many circumstances, especiallyprisoners as a first step in the
place at all levels. In a trip towomen, who like Liliany, are political solutionto the deep social
Canadaearlierthisyear, Presidergingle mothers and soleand complexarmed conflictinthe
Uribe accused unionists andproviders for their children... The country.
solidarity activists visited by right to home detention is- Demand that the Colombian
Liliany of being cells of the FARC. frequently provided to those Attorney’s General Office grant
In a violation of Colombian sentenced forall kinds of crimes,Liliany Obando home detention
sovereignty and internationalincluding convicted members ofto allow her to care for her
law, Australian Federal Police paramilitary death squads - yetchildren.
officer David Nelson, Liliany has been denied this- Demand that the Colombian
accompanied by two Colombianright seven times. government guarantee the
officials, visited Liliany in prison, safety of Liliany and her
trying to get information abo family, and that human rights
unionists she had contacted organizations monitor their
safety. e

(For more information,
visit www.fr eeliliany.net)

Colombian miners struggle to organize

International Network in Solidarity computers after a bomb attack

with the Colombian Political killed Reyes and more than 20E0m the International
%ederation of Chemical,

Prisoners (INSPP) issued aothers. The computerswereinth
statement in support of Liliany hands of the Colombian police fo
Obando and all political prisoners,over a week before being turne
calling attention to “the violation over to the international police
of the human rights of Colombia’sagency, INTERPOL.

political opposition and its “INTERPOL says that tens of

supporters. The Colombianthousands of the files containedunion rights for contract workers activity.

governmentiswaging a campaigrtherein showed signs of
to criminalize critical thinking - a tampering by Colombian

campaign that paves the way foauthorities. Police Captain Roy
transnational access to Colombia’$iayden Coy Ortiz, who oversaw
resources, underwritten with morethe initial investigation, testified

than (US) $7 billioninthe USfundedin court that the computers
Plan Colombia. contained no emails, only Word

“Of special concern is the casedocuments. Alleged emails aremachinists of the companyimportant in the push for athat

"En
(ﬁ/orkers' Unions,

company, has seen that employey contractors, saying Carbones
refuse to recognise the union or talel Cerrejon has “turned a blind
consider any of the bus drivers’eye to the abuses.”
demands. In fact, the sacking of Harassment has included
union activists among bus driversworkers being visited at home, with
has brought fear and reluctancehreats of dismissal or offers of
The struggle continues for tradeby workers to engage in unionperks in return for loyalty to the
contractors and a turn against the
atColombia’svastminingcomplex, Sintracarbon is focusing newly-formed unions.
Carbones del Cerrejon. Theefforts towards the Cerrejon managementis also
Sintracarbon union has beerconsolidation of Sintrachanemecriticised by its mining
fighting to organize the contractand pressuring the mechanicaWorkforce for applying double
workers at the mine. maintenance contractor tostandards, claiming on the one
Following the successful acceptthe demands of workershand that it respects human and
organization of mechanics andinternational support is trade unionrights withrhetoric
it support the free

ergy, Mine and General

www.icem.org

of Liliany Patricia Obando Villota, the foundation for the chargesChaneme atCerrejonin Novembercollective agreement betweenassociation into unions of

undergoing her trial process at thisgainst Liliany.
very moment. She was jailed the “Liliany’s case is important for

very week she released a report otwo main reasons. First, while anChaneme. Butthe company refusesxistence of the union.

the murders of more than 1,500acquittal would be a final blow to
members of Fensuagro, Colombia'she whole farc-politica, a
largest union of farmers and farmconviction would revive it and
workers.

“Liliany is the first personto be of dissent. A conviction would

open the way for broad repressiorSintracarbon.

the new union Sintrachaneme wa€haneme and its 300 staff, anworkers of contractors, while
formed and recognized byaccord that will guarantee theworking covertly with the

contractors and units of
to discuss improvements to Since workers at Cerrejon tookgovernment to destroy the trade
salaries and working conditionsthe step to organize, they havainion organization process.

with either Sintrachaneme orsufferedacampaignofharassment These abuses of the right of
and persecution from employersassociation and collective
A second union of contract Sintracarbon, consisting of 3,500bargaining contravene national

arrested and stand trial as part odilso strengthen governmenteffortsvorkers under Sintracarbon’sdirectemployed miners at Cerrejénjaw, the Colombian Constitution,
thefarc-politica. This is a process to destroy Fensuagro by providingguidance, Sintrans, representindnas denounced complicity by theirand ILO Conventions 87 and 98,

attempting to connect membersa spurious link with the FARC.

Chilean Communists

We have said we need a dialogu
with all those willing to reach a
In a historic development, threeminimum agreement for the
members of the Communist Partycountry.”
of Chile were elected to the
country’s Congress of Deputies inwith 44% after the first round was
elections held on December 13multi-millionaire Sebastian Pinera,
The first round of the presidentialcandidate of the traditional right
racewas held atthe sametime, witiving. Pinera is backed by
a run-off between the two leadingRenovacion Nacional and Union
candidates set for January 17. DemocraticaIndependiente
This marks the first time the party whichinherited the
Communists have entered thamantle of Pinochet and is
Chilean parliament since thelinked to reactionary
Pinochet fascist coup of 1973.elements of the Catholic
During the post-dictatorship Church.
period, Communists and their In second place (30%),
partnersinthe Junto Podemos Mag/as Christian Democrat
(“Togetherwe can”) coalitionwere Eduardo Frei, president
unable to win seats at the nationalrom 1996-2000, running
level, due to an electoral systenfor the centrist
tilted against smaller parties. TheConcertation alliance. Frei
breakthrough was made possiblevas also backed in the firsf]

PV Vancouver Bureau

to cooperate against the right. Party and smaller social

CP of Chile chair Guillermo democratic groups.
Teillierisone ofthenewCommunist  Third place (20%) went to
deputies, along with Hugo “independent” Marco Henriquez

) S .
by agreements with centristforcesound by the Socialist chilean Communist Guillermo Teillier

transport workers of the Sotraneemployer of denial of work rights ratified by Colombiae

return to Chamber of Deputies

governmentduring 1970-73. Whilewater and other resources, and for Some 5,600 miners at
Ominamimade some populist, anti-democratic reforms. Chuquicamata, located in Chile’s
corruption promises in the Arrate and Junto Podemosnorthernregion, ended atwo day
campaign, there were questiongnnounced an agreement tetrike onJanuary 5 after accepting

Leading the presidential raceabout his links with certain support Frei in the second rounda pay rise of 4% and a bonus

elements on the political right andand to avoid running competingtotalling US$24,280. The workers
business sectors. candidates against each other ialsowonaUS$6,000 interest-free
Finishing fourth with 6.2% was local elections. Frei carried outloan. Miners voted by 2,610 to
Jorge Arrate, a former cabinetmany neoliberal policiesduringhis1,203 to accept the deal. The
minister in the post-dictatorshipterm in office; inthis campaign, heunion had sought a 7.5% pay
has called for expandedincrease and a US$28,000 bonus,
social welfare programs andstressing the high cost of living
other progressive reforms. in the north.
Whiletheright-winghad  The vast Chuquicamata
a slight lead in the Dec. 13complex produces around four
voting, the centre and left percent of the world’s total copper
parties will continue to hold supply, and the short strike
a majority in the bicameral boosted global pricesto a 16-month
Congress, in part becausehigh.
only half of the Senate seats Mineworkers at Xstrata’s
were up for re-election. But Altonorte copper smelter agreed
the most recent opinion to contractterms, following a week
polls put Pinera in the lead of industrial action that ended on
for the Presidency. January 4. The settlementincludes
In another important a two percent increase to base
development, striking wages, a bonus of US$5,000, and
coalition governments of Alywin, copper miners have won newan annual production bonus of
Frei and Lagos. Last March hecontracts at both the state-owned/S$1,500. Altonorte employs 660

M

Gutierrez and Lautaro CarmonaOminami, son of the founder of thebroke with the Socialist Party andcopper company, Codelco, andwvorkers and treats raw copper and

Teilliertold the mediathat“There MIR  (“Movement of the
is a new mood... After so manyRevolutionary Left”) which was
years of struggle we achievedsharply critical of the left-wing
results and success in our goal®opular  Unity  coalition

joined the Junto Podemos coalitiorAnglo-Swiss  multinational other mining by-productsto obtain
led by the Communists. ArrateXstrata. Negotiations continue forcopper anodes. Xstrata is the
conducted a strong campaigr280 miners at Codelco Norte andourth largest copper producer in
against privatization of copper,500 more at El Teniente. the world.e
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More than a S port swriter:
Lester “Red” Rodney: 191 1-2009

free and people with the wrong
pigmentation of skin can't play
Itdidn’tmake SportsCenter, butbaseball?’ Nothing like that.
one of history’s most influential No challenges to the league
sportswriters died this week attheo the commissioner, no
age of 98. His name was Lestetalking about Satchel Paige
Rodney. Lesterwas one ofthe firsand Josh Gibson, who were
people to write about a youngobviously of superstar calibre.
Negro League prospect namedo it was this tremendous
Jackie Robinson. He was the lastacuumwaiting.”
livingjournalisttocoverthefamous The campaign was
1938 fight at Yankee Stadiumintegrated into the Party’s
between “The Brown Bomber” Joeanti-racist work of the 1930s:
Louis and Hitler favourite, Max “I spoke to the leaders of th
Schmeling. He crusaded againsYCL [the Young Communist
baseball’s colour line when almostLeague]. We talked about

By Dave Zirin

every other journalist pretended itcirculating the paper [at]

didn't exist. He edited a political ballparks]. It just evolved as
sports page that engaged hisve talked about the colour
audience in howto fight for amoreline and somekidsinthe YCL
justsportsworld. Hiswriting, which suggested, "Why don’t we
could describe the beauty of agotothe ballparks-toYankeg
well-turned double play in one Stadium, Ebbets Field, the

| BOX
' |RED

THE STOR
LESTER nugngmf
THE COMMUN|ST

WHO HELPED

BREAK THE coLgy Ling

) i

[rwin Silber

——

sentence and blast injustice in th€olo Grounds - with
next, is still bracing and ahead of itpetitions?’ We wound up

segregated stands, they haéirst ones down South not to go
poured in from outlying around the back of the restaurant,
districts to see the first firstonesinthe hotels.’He said, 'We
integrated game in Georgiawere like the teachers of the whole
history. The Klan had said, integration thing.”

“This must not happen.’ That Lester would still become
night there was this emotional when he recalls Jackie
tremendous sight of Robinson and his impact. “There
Robinson, [Dodgers African are very few people of whom you
American players] Don can say with certainty that they
Newcombe, and Roy made this a somewhat better
Campanella coming out andcountry. Without doubt you can
the black fans behind thesay that about Jackie Robinson.
ropes and in the standsHislegacywas not, Hooray, we did
standing and roaring theirit,” but "Buddy, there’s still
greeting. A large sector of unfinished work outthere.” He was
whites were just sitting and a continuing militant, and that’s
booing. Then other white why the Dodgers never considered
people, hesitantly at first, this brilliant baseball man as a
stood up and consciouslymanager or coach. It's because he
differentiated themselves fromwas outspoken and unafraid. That's
the booers and clapped. Thighe kind of person he was. In fact,
was an amazing spectaclethe firsttime he was askedto play at
Thiswasthe Deep Southmanyan old-timers’ game at Yankee
years before the words civil Stadium, he said "I must sorrowfully

time. He should be in the Baseballvith at least a million and a half1947 campaign. “Jackie wasrights were widely known. So it refuse until | see more progress
Hallof Fame. Instead he waslargelsignatures that we deliveredsuppressing his very being, hishad itsimpact... Roy Campanellapeing made off the playing field on

erased from the books.

Ifyou have never heard of Lestercommissioner] Judge Landis.”

straight to the desk of [baseballpersonality,” said Lester. “He wasonce said to me something likethe coaching lines and in the
afiercely intelligentman. He knew "Without the Brooklyn Dodgers managerial departments.’ He made

Rodney, there is a very simple As Lester fought to end thehisrole and he acceptedit. And thgou don’t have Brown v. Board of people uncomfortable. In factitwas
reason why: the newspaper he&olour Ban, he also never stoppedtblack players who followed him Education.’ Ilaughed, I thought hethat very quality which made him

worked at from 1936-1958 was thehighlighting and covering

the knew what he meant too.”

was joking but he was stubbornsomething special. He always made

Daily Worker the party press of the Negro League teams, givingthem Lester saw the way their play -He said, "All  know is we were the you feel that "Buddy, there’s still
U.S. Communist Party. Lester usegress at a time when they invisibleand their courage - helped inspirdirst ones on the trains, we were theinfinished work out there.”

his paper to launch the firstmen outside of the Africanthe struggle for Civil Rights,
campaign to end the colour line inAmerican press. But it was Jackieespecially in the South. Lester tolg

We can absolutely say the same
about Lester Rodney, albeit with a

Major League Baseball. | spoke toRobinson who captured Lester'sme aboutadramatic exhibition game
Lester aboutthisin 2004 and he saitmagination. Armed with a pressin Atlanta where all the dynamics
to me, “It's amazing. You go back pass to the Ebbets Field lockewofthe Black Freedom Struggle wer¢!
and you read the great newspapersom, he saw up close the wayn display.
in the thirties, you’ll find no Robinsonwastoldto “justshutup “Thisexhibition gamewound up
editorials saying, "What's goingand play” despite the constantwiththe Blackfansbeingallowedin
onhere? Thisis America, land of theharassment during his inaugurabecause they had overflowed th

twist. Yes, Lester made you feel like
there was unfinished work out
there. Buthe also made you feel like
the great funin life was in trying to
get it done. That and seeing a
perfectly turned 6-4-3 double play.
(Dave Zirin is the author of\

Saturday ,
February 6, 7 pm
USWA Hall

25 Cecll Street,
Toronto

Speaker: Miguel Figueroa
and guest s

Live Music and Entert ainment

$25 advance/$30 door
Call 416-469-2446 for ticket s

Communist Party
of Canada’s 36t
Convention

Gala
Inner

"Come and jol
the Party"

People’s History of Sports in the
United StatesReceive his column
every week by emailing
dave@edgeofsports.com. Zirin
will speak atthe Maritime Labour
Centre, 1880 Triumph St.,
Vancouver, at 6:30 pm, Wed.,
Jan. 20. His topic will be the
impact of the upcoming Olympic
Winter Games.$

Jackie Robinson

Haiti vote debacle feared

Concerns are growing thatLatin American Solidarity Coalition,
Haiti’'s upcoming legislative a coalition of U.S. grassroots
elections will be fatally flawed. solidarity organizations, recently
Constitutionally scheduled for went to Haiti to investigate human
November 2009, the electionswereights abuses, including those
arbitrarily postponed until committed by the UN military and
February 28, 2010 by thepoliceforce (MINUSTAH), which
government of President Renewas authorized by the UN Security
Preval. Council after the 2004 coup. The

Preval hand-picked thedelegation gathered testimony of
Provisional Electoral Council (CEP) injuries and deaths from gunfire,
mandated by Haiti’'s Constitution. beatings, rapes, and sexual abuse.
Within Haiti, the CEP is widely Dozens of appeals from Haitians
seen as favouring Preval’'s ownand Haitian organizations asked the
political party (Unity). delegation members to use their

The CEP used atechnicalitytoinfluence to help prevent the
exclude Haiti's largest political February election.
party, Fanmi Lavalas, from the Many Haitians expressed fear of
election; the CEP used a similara social explosion that would result
tactic to exclude Lavalas from ain  violent repression by
partial Senate election for about aMINUSTAH and Haitian police if
third of the Senate seats in Aprilthe election is allowed to proceed
2009. FanmiLavalasis the party ofnvithout Fanmi Lavalas on the ballot.
former President Jean BertrandSuch an exclusion, they said, would
Aristide, who was ousted in a US-be similar to a U.S. Congressional
sponsored coup on Feb. 29, 2004lection in which the Democratic or

Preval's hand-picked CEP alsoRepublican Party were excluded
awarded his Unity Party the topfrom the ballot.
ballot position while assigning all ~ (With files from the Alliance for
other ballot positions randomly, Global Justice, one of the groups
thus giving a huge advantage tavhich took part in the Latin
the Unity Party. American Solidarity Coalition

A delegation organized by thedelegation to Haiti.)®
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cities and towns will see rallies on Saturday, Jan. 23. Planning meetings for many of theseJa
have drawn huge numbers; the photo above shows one of the Toronto meetings. The C :
Peace Alliance is one group which has issued special materials for this campaign (see belayy gt
At press time, here is a partial list of event times and locations across the country. Fo
information on your area, visitww.noprorogue.ca.

HARPER

YOU CAN’T HIDE
FROM WAR CRIMES

STOP THE TORTURE
STOP THE WAR

Humanity's right to life....

part of the burden of financing theto preserve the life of our
relief and adaptation of countries,species.

mostly the South countries, to The environmental group Wild
economies states. He stressed tt@imate change on China, Brazil,World Fund has warned that if
concept adopted in Kyoto thatindia and South Africa. Because ittmissions are not drastically
“common but differentiated must be said that in Copenhagemneduced climate change will go
responsibilities mean that thewe witnessed an assault, a holdupnchecked inthe next5to 10 years!

continued from page 12

e - - 5 : ] -
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COPE Fundraiser with Rafe
Mair, Monday, Jan. 18, 6:30-
9:30, Sala ThaiRestaurant (3364
Cambie St), tickets $50, email
COPE at cope@cope.bc.ca.

] # -
Politics in the Ring, author
Dave Zirin (see page 10) forum
Olympics, 6:30 pm,
n. 20, Maritime Labour
re, 1880 Triumph St., $10
ested donation, Olympics
fhce Network, StopWar
rgroups.

rﬂg}?{eeadyto Retire, fundraiser
for People’s Co-op Books,

. . . Friday, Jan. 22,7:30 pm, WISE
Halifax, NSRally at Province House (1726 Hollis St), 1:00 prpy 5 (Adanac & Victoria), $10

Fredericton, NBRally at City Hall, Queen Street, 1:00 pm  54yance/$15door. Call416-469-
Moncton, NBRally 1:00 pm at City Hall Square 2446 for tickets & info.

Ottawa, ON Rally on ParliamentHill, 1:00 pm H‘Eeﬂ Film Night, Sunday, Jan.
o}

“Canadians Against Proroguing Parliament’

Over 150,000 people across Canada have joined Facebook groups and other networks to et()jﬂ &
against Stephen Harper’s undemocratic move to prorogue Parliament until March 3. Doz o)

Sug

Kingston, ONRally at Market Square (behind City Hall), 1 p o M
Barrie, ON Rally at Fred Grant Memorial Square (on Dunlofj+ / P™M. screening "H20IL",
ocumentary on the tar sands

St),1:00pm dcli h c f
Peterborough, ONStart 1:00 pm at Confederation Park, mar climate change, Centre for

to Public Library ocialist Education, 706 Clark
Sault Ste. Marie, ONRally outside Tony Martin’s Office, 369 \I/Dvrel\llso An?rg'ss'g?ggﬁ’igg(‘jat'ogi
Queen St. East, 1:00 pm '
Kitchener-Waterloo, ON Rally 11 am at Waterloo Public YancouverEastClubCPC, YCL,
Square (King St. South) and Centre for Socialist
Hamilton, ON Rally at Gore Park, by Jackson Squa dycfatlon..CaII 604-255-2041
(intersection of King and James), 1:00 pm orin ormatlon.

Toronto, ON Rally at Dundas Square (SE corner of Yonge afympic “Welcome Rally”,
Dundas), 1-5pm family-friendly rally to oppose
Guelph, ONRally at St. George Square, 1:00 pm thismassive waste of resources,
Thunder Bay, ONRally at Lakehead Labour Centre, 929 Foi pm, Friday, Feb. 12 (Friday),
William Rd, 1:00 pm Vancouver Art Gallery, with
Victoria, BC Rally at Centennial Square (Douglas at Pandora)arch to BC Place at 4:30 pm.
1:00pm

What's Left

Annual Women’s Memorial
March, Sunday, Feb. 14 gather
12 noon, Carnegie Centre,
Hastings & Main.

Winnipeg, MB

Manitoba-Cuba Solidarity

Committee monthly meeting,
Mon., Jan. 18, 7:30 pm at 280
Smith St., Workers Organizing
Resource Centre. Info 783-9380.

Climate change teach-in,

Mon., Feb. 1, 7 pm keynote
speech kick-off; Tue., Feb. 2,9
am to 4 pm discussions and
workshops. Convocation Hall,
Univ. of Winnipeg, Info 943-4836.

Marxismcourse, classesbegin
in February. Pre-register at 586-
7824 or cpc-mb@mts.net.

Toronto, ON

Gala Dinner for Communist
Party of Canada’s 36th
Convention, Sat., Feb.6, 7 pm,
USWA Hall, 25 Cecil Street.
Speakers: Miguel Figueroaand
Guests. Live music and
entertainment, call 416-469-
2446 fortickets ($25 advance).

Norman Bethune Day social,
Sat., Feb. 27, 2010, at the
GCDO, 290 Danforth Ave.
Tickets $5, door prize one week
all-inclusive trip for two to Cuba.
For tickets or info, call media
sponsor People’s Voice, 416-
469-2446.

Kelowna-Okanagan, BCRally at corner of Gordon and Hwy/|
97,1:00pm

Vancouver, BCGather 1:00 pm at the Art Gallery on Robso
for amarch to Victory Square (Hastings & Cambie).
Whitehorse, YT Rally outside the Elijah Smith building (300
Main Street), 1:00 pm

=

NOT READY TO RETIRE!

People's Co-op Bookstore 65th
Anniversary Fundraiser

Music, poetry, comedy & more, hosted by
Vancouver's favourite comedian, Charles Demers!

7:30 pm, Friday, Jan. 22
WISE Hall (Adanac & Victoria)

Tickets $10 atthe store (1391 Commercial Dr.)
or $15 at the door... Call 604-253-6442

responsibility of the historical against China, Brazil, India and Butthereisnoneedto prove the

accumulators and the develope&outh Africa, and against everysubstance of what is said here that
countries, who are the culprits ofother euphemistically called Obamadid.
this catastrophe, differs from thatdeveloping country.”
of the small island states and the These were the resounding andVednesday, December 23, tha
South countries, above allthe leasindeniable words used by oumpeople are justified in being
Foreign Minister to describe whatdisappointed about the outcom
means happened in Copenhagen.
| must add that, when at 10:00ln an interview with the CBS g
technology transfer on adequate.m. on December 19 our Vice-television network, the PresidentWh|C_h adopted _Clara
terms. But, at this point, ObamaPresident Esteban Lazo and theaid that “instead of a totalZetkin's resolution

developed...”
“Responsibility
financing; responsibility means

resorts to a game of words andCuban

instead of talking of common butalready left, a belated attempt waslone, which would have been aional Women'’s
differentiated responsibilities, hemade to resurrectthe Copenhagehuge step backward; at least wgay.
butcadaver as a Summit Accord. Atcould remain more orlesswhere As ysual, the
thatmoment, practically every headve were...”
“...he then leaves the plenaryof State had left and there was According
hall without taking the trouble of hardly any minister around. Again,dispatch, Obama is the target o
listening to anybody; he hadthe denunciation by the remainingmost criticism from the countries
neither listened to anybody beforemembers of the delegations fronthat nearly unanimously feel that :
Cuba, Venezuela, Bolivia, the result of the Summit wasMents, from birthdays of
pressNicaragua and other countriedisastrous.

‘common

speaks of
differentiated responses.

taking the floor.”
In a subsequent

ofthe Summit on Climate Change.
mous 1910 conference

Foreign Minister hadcollapse if nothing had beenestablishingInterna-

2010 Calendar in-
Fludes a wide variety

of memorable dates for
the working class move-

to the press

2010 PV Calendar Now On Sale

The US President stated onrne 2010 People’s Voice Calentice, equality and socialism.
Yar is now available. This year's For your copy, send $5 plus
éheme is “Socialist Women,” $2 to cover postage to People’s
marking the centenary of the fa\Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Van-

couver,BC,V5L3J1.The

of People’s Voice
(290A Danforth
Ave., Toronto,
M4K 1N6) and our
Manitoba Bureau
(387 Selkirk Ave.,
Winnipeg, R2W 2M3).
Vancouver-area

conference, before departing fromcould defeat the maneuver. That Now, the UN is in a quandary the anniversaries of watershe@ooks, 1391 Commercial
the Danish capital, Obamahad saidvas the end of the inglorioussince many countries would find itstruggles for peace, social jusDrive, Vancouvers

“There has been a meaningful andsummit.
unprecedented breakthrough here Another fact that should nottothe arrogant and antidemocrati
in Copenhagen. Forthefirsttime inbe overlooked is that at the mos#accord.

history, the largesteconomies haveritical moment of that day, in

come to jointly
responsibilities.”

accept the wee small hours, the Cubario claim in every meeting,

Foreign Minister, together with particularly in those of Bonn and
In his clear and irrefutable the delegations waging theMexico, humanity’s right to life,

presentation, our Foreign Ministerhonourable battle, offered UNwith the morale and the strength

said: “What does it mean that “theSecretary General Ban Ki-Moonthat truth provides, is in my opinion

largest economies have come toheir cooperation in the everthe only way to proceed.

jointly accept responsibilities’? It harder struggle being fought as Fidel Castro Ruz, December 26

means thatthey are placing a largevell as in future efforts necessary2009, 8:15 p.me

humiliating to ask others to adhere

To carry on with the battle and

People'sVoice deadlines:

FEBRUARY 1-28 issue: Thursday, Jan. 21
MARCH 1-15 issue: Thursday, Feb. 18
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

Calendaris alsoonsale
at the Ontario bureau

readers can pick up the
prominent revolutionaries toCalendar at People’s Co-op
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Humanity’ s Right T o Life

Outstanding scientists fear abrupto details of the brutality of the
guantitative changes in theseDanish police force against
Climate change is alreadynatural phenomena that bringthousands of protesters and
causing enormous damage andbout the change. invitees from social and scientific
hundreds of millions of poorpeople  Humanity entertained high movements who travelled to the
are enduring the consequencesopes inthe Copenhagen Summibanish capital. I'll focus on the
The most advanced researchafter the Kyoto Protocol signed inpolitical features of the Summit.
centers have claimed that there i4997 entered intoforcein 2005. The Actually, chaos prevailed in
little time to avoid an irreversible resounding failure of the SummitCopenhagen where incredibld
catastrophe. James Hansen, fromgave rise to shameful episodeshings happened. The socia
the NASA Goddard Institute, hasthat call for due clarification. movements and scientific
said that a proportion of 350 parts The United States, with lessinstitutions were not allowed to
of carbon dioxide by millionis still than 5% of the world population attend the debates. There wer
tolerable; however, the figure todayreleases 25% of the carbon dioxideheads of State and Governmer _
is 390 and growing at a pace of Zrhe new US President hadwho could not even express thei o
parts by million every year promised to cooperate with theviews on crucial issues. Obama ¥
exceeding the levels of 600international efforttotackle anewand the leaders of the wealthie
thousand years ago. Each one giroblem that afflicts that country nations took over the conference,
the past two decades has been thes much as the rest of the world. Iiwith the complicity of the Danish retrospective global agreementimo surprise.
warmestsince the firstrecords wer¢he meetings leading to the Summitgovernment. The United Nationssome future period can undo that | want to insist on how unfair
taken while carbon dioxide it became clear that the leaders aigencies were pushed to thehoice. By then it will be and outrageous were the remarks
increased 80 parts by millioninthethat nation and of the wealthiestbackground. irretrievably too late...” ofthe Prime Minister ofthe UK and
past 150 years. countries were maneuvering to BarackObama,thelasttoarrive Brown concluded his speechihe Yankee attempt to impose as
Themeltdown oficeinthe Arctic place the burden of sacrifices oron the day of the Summit for a 12-with these dramatic words: “Wethe Summit Accord a document
Seaand of the huge two-kilometethe emergent and poor countrieshours stay, met with two groups ofcannot afford to fail. If we failnow that was at no time discussed with
thick icecap covering Greenland; A great number of leaders andnvitees carefully chosen by himwe will pay a heavy price. Ifwe actthe attending countries.
of the South American glaciersthousands of representatives oénd his staff, and in the companynow, if we act together, if we act  puring his press conference of
feeding its main fresh watersocial movements and scientificof one of them met at the plenarywith vision and resolve, success abecember 21, Cuba’s Foreign
sources and the enormous volumanstitutions, determined to fight hall with the rest of the high-level Copenhagenis still within our reach minister Bruno Rodriguez made a
covering the Antarctic; of the for the preservation of humanitydelegations. He made his remarkbut, if we falter, the Earth willitself statement that cannot be
remaining icecap on thefrom the greatest risk in history,and leftrightaway trough the backbe at risk and, for the planet, thergjisproved. I will quote from some
Kilimanjaro, the ice on the converged in Copenhagen on theloor. Except for the small groupis no Plan B.” of its paragraphs: “l would like to
Himalayan and the large frozeninvitation of the organizers of thechosen by him, the other Butlaterhe arrogantly said thatemphasize that no agreement of
area of Siberia are visible.Summit.I'd rather avoid referencerepresentatives of countries werghe United Nations could not bethe Conference of the Parties was
prevented from taking the floortaken hostage by a group ofeached in Copenhagen, that no
during that plenary session. Thecountries like Cuba, Venezueladecisionwas made as to binding or
presidents of Bolivia and theBolivia, Nicaraguaand Tuvalu. At nonbinding commitments or
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela the same time, he accused Chingertaining to International Law;
_ were allowed to speak because thindia, Brazil, South Africaand other that simply did not happen. There
Cﬂkmmﬂu Chairman of the Summit had noemerging countries of being luredyas no  agreement in
il st U5 choice butto give them the floor inby the United States into signing acopenhagen.”

- 7 light of the strong pressures ofdocument that throws the Kyoto “The Summitwas afailure and a
those present. Protocol in the wastebasketdeception forthe world[...]the lack
In an adjacent room, Obamawithout a binding agreementof political will was left in the

brought together the leaders of thénvolving the United States anditsppen...”
wealthiest nations, some of thewealthy allies. “...itwas a step backward in the
most important emerging States | find it necessary to recall thatactions of the international
and two very poor countries. Hethe United Nations Organizationcommunity to prevent or mitigate
then introduced a documentwas born hardly six decades agahe effects of climate change...”
negotiated with two or three of theafter the last World War, when  « the average world
mostimportant countries, ignoredthere were no more than fiftytemperature could rise by 5
the UN General Assembly, gave andependent countries. Todaydegrees...”
press conference and leftlike Juliusfter the hateful colonial systemRight then our Foreign Minister
Caesar after one of his victoriousceased to exist thanks to theydds other interesting data on the
wars in Asia Minor that led him to resolute struggle of the peoples, ifikely consequences of climate
say: “l came, | saw, | conquered.”"has a membership of over 19Ghange according to the latest
Even Gordon Brown, Prime independent nations. For manyscientific research.
Minister of the United Kingdom, years, even the People’s Republic «_ fromthe Kyoto Protocol until
had said on October 19: “If we doof China was denied admission tQoday the developed countries’
not reach a deal over the next fewhe UN while a puppet regime wasemissions rose by 12.8%...and 55%
months, letus be in no doubt, sincés representative in thatinstitutionof that volume corresponds to the
once the damage from uncheckednd in the privileged Security United States.”

Demonstration in New York during the Copenhagen Summit. emissions growth is done, noCouncil. _ “The average annual oil
The tenacious support of theconsumption is 25 barrels for an
growing number of Third World American, 11 barrels for a

NE ws F o R P E o PL E, nations would prove indispensablezyropean, less than 2 barrels for a

to China’sinternational recognition Chinese and less than 1 barrel for

NOT FOR PROFITSI | .o i e o Cabien

acceptance ofthatcountry’srights - “Thirty countries, including

Reflections by Fidel

v
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Every issue of PeopLE’s VoICE [ '_ _____ _i at t:\]i_ﬁfg bﬁ’_the United States anghose of the European Union, are
i Its allies. consuming 80% of the fuel
Jree ol UrolEE=tein: Pe OPle S | It was the Soviet Union thatproduced,"g

fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cuts, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers'’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

|| made the greatest contribution to  The fact is that the developed
|| the heroic fight against fascism.countries signatories of the Kyoto
| More than 25 million of its people protocol increased their emissions
| perished while the country wasdramatically. Now, they want to

terribly devastated. It was fromreplace the adopted bases of the
that struggle that it emerged as @missions from 1990 with those of
superpower with the capacity t02005. This means that the United
partly balance the absolutestates, whichisthe main source of
domination of the US imperial emissions, would be reducing its
system and the former colonialemissions of 25 years ago in only
powers to plunder the Third World 304, Itis a shameful mockery of the

U $30 for 1 year 1 $50 for 2 years |
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Address I countries unrestrictedly. world public opinion.
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U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze events from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movements for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the paper Send to: People’s Voice,
that fights for working people— on 133 Herkimer St.,Unit 502, Hamilton, ON, L8P 2H3 enhanced its influence on the resjnd other important emerging-

—j i | of Europe. Therefore, what
eVery page —in every 1ssue Le——————— - - — - —  — — — — i happened in Copenhagen came as see HUMANITY, p. 11

Name

FOIIOWing the demise ofthe USSR, The Cuban foreign minister,
the_ _Unlted States extended It%peaking on behalf of a group of
political and military power to the AL BAmember countries, defended
East - up to Russia’s heart - ancchina, India, Brazil, South Africa
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