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2 Holiday book tips

Every progressive activist loves a

A class of their own?

The campaign for "boys only" . . . .
schools isppogpular thege dayys in EprOItatlon mcreasmg good book on a cold winter night,
the right-wing media. But can this Corporate employers are using the so we asked the staff at People's
"solution" address the problems economic crisis to squeeze even more  Co-op Books ivancouver to
of an underfunded, oppressive profits from U.S. workers - in other recommend some of their
education system? words, to boost exploitation. favourites this holiday season.
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Sudbury strikers dig in for long winter

to attract global capital, Canadiaragreements that have been putin
workers will have to get more place inthe past,” aformer INCO
competitive with workers in less Executive told local media.
developed countries.” Vale is scabbing the strike with
The less developed country haunionized office workers, members
has in mind is Brazil. The of USWA Local 2020 and 6600.
competitionis with Brazil’'s 40,000 These office workers don’tworkin
unionized miners, who made $60Ghe mines, mills, or smelters, but
a month until November when athe company has ordered them to
militant strike, and support from cross picket lines and get on-the-
Brazil’'s President Lula, won themjob training from managers to start
an additional 14% over 2 yearsup furnaces and smelters - some of
The newwage, and the new bar fothe most dangerous jobs in Canada
Vale is $642 a month. that could result in deadly
“(Vale) just wants to break the explosions if a mistake is made.
union. They want to completely Mining has also resumed with
hit the rest button on the entire
labour situation and the see SUDBURY, page 11

By Liz Rowley

The word on the picket lines at
Vale Inco’s Sudbury mines is that
itwill be along winter. Buthowever
long it takes, striking miners, mill
workers and smelter workers will
be there one day longer.

About 3,000 members of Local &
6500 USWA, plus another 1,000 "t
from Port Colborne, Ontario and
Voisey’'s Bay, are entering their
fifth month on strike against Vale
Inco, the second largest produce
of nickel in the world, with
operations in Mongolia, China,
India, Chile, Peru, Angola, South
Africa, Indonesia, and Canada.

Vale is demanding a privatized
pension scheme for new hires, an
changes to seniority rights tha

anges to seniority rights Landmark ALRB ruling ends
willmake itdifficultif notimpossible

. . . On the line, "If it takes 6 months, well, it's been done before.
for union members to bid on jobSe-ye done 10 months before.” (PVphoto: Liz Rowley) Old Dutch lockout

It also wants a cap on the nickel
bonus - a profit sharing schemenany on the picketlines and intheCanadian-owned International  !nalandmarkruling, the Alberta Labour Relations Board (ALRB)
worked out by INCO and the community who call for the Nickel Company in 2006 for $19 has determln_ed thafcthe province’s labour legislation interferes with
Steelworkers years ago - that Valaationalization of Vale Inco. billion, after giving certain the constitutional rights of workers. As a result, the ALRB has
says it can't afford. The Communist Party is alsoundertakings respecting Canada’ssuspendet_ithe lengthy lockout of about 170 UFCW Canada Local 401
But as USWA President Leo calling for public ownership, under national interests in the rich natural members in Calgary bY_O|d DUtCh Foods. _
Gerard points out, Vale has madelemocratic controls, arguingresources in the Sudbury basin. TheNovember 10ruling establishes a Rand Formulatype of union
enormous profits during the worstnatural resources belong to theThese are undertakings that thesecurltyformembe_rstherefortheflrsttlme-somethmgthatcould until
downturnin 70 years - $4.1 billion people of Canada, and the profitHarper government and Industry Now be achieved in Alberta only through bargaining. The ALRB
profit in the last two years alone,generated should be used toinister“Two-Tier Tony”Clement, found that Alberta’s current laws which make such an arrangement
more than double the profitINCObenefit the people, to diversify now refuse to enforce, or even an “objective of bargaining” are unconstitutional. The ruling gives
made in the last ten years wherSudbury’s economy with disclose. This is why Clement's the Alberta government 12 months to revise the province’s labour
nickel priceswere very high. INCOsecondary industries andphoto features prominently on the code._ _ _ _ _
is on record stating it could still manufacturing, and to guarantesuthouses on many picket lines. ~ Union security at Old Dutch had been a major stumbling block in
make a profitwith nickel selling at the wages, pensions, benefits and The sale is the cause of the Negotiationsleading tothe lockout, and the ALRB has told Old Dutch
$4; the price was $7.35 in latehealth and safety of mine, mill andstrike, there’s no doubt. Stephen t0 accept the union’s last offer regarding union security, while
November. smelter workers in Canada. Ball, Vale’s Manager of Corporate Se€nding members back to work for 30 days, during which time the
“These mines don't belong to  Vale, a Brazilian company that Affairs in Ontario, said itallinthis ~union and the company are told to resume negotiations on other
Vale. They belong to Canadians,’was publicly owned until it was Sudbury mediainterview: “Mining o_utstan_dlnglssues.The Iockouto_fflually ended after227_ daysonthe
says Gerard, a sentiment shared yrivatized in 1997, bought out theis a capital intensive operation and Picket line, the second-longest dispute in Local 401’s history.

o | "Lord of the Flies Collegiate™?

a regular school. Unlike boys inproblem is women being teachers
general, black students face sharpr parents, it attacks women as
racismanddiscrimination. Ontario’sworkers and mothers. The implied
curriculum arguably does little to idea that women actually run and
combat this and even perpetuatesrganize the education system,
white supremacy (as well asaccording to some dominating
largely writing the working class feminine character, is ludicrous.
out of history). Despite debate, all parties agree
Are boys somehow oppressedhat afrocentric schools are an
in education? To be sure, likeattempt to ameliorate particular
working class women, youngconditionsinanunhealthy society.
working class men will face There is no claim that gendering
s exploitation and oppression theirschooling will somehow lead to
Dr. Spence’s “Male Leadershippyince Edward Island entire lives. (Outin the daily grind greater equality. Combine all this
Academy” responds to StatsCan women face gendered violencewith the conception of boys as
numbers for 2006/7, showing thatphysics) and the TDSB putting At worst this reminds me of the and make less than men - only 32%o0ssed around by big Mama, the
one out of three boys don’tarmed police into schools alreadyso-called “reformed KKK” of unemployed women qualified ideathatboys and girls are justtwo
graduate from high school, anddone enough to make “Maximargument: “I don’t mind black forregular El benefits comparedtosolitudes, and their obedience to
one out of four girls (often becauseHigh™? people, we just shouldn’t mix.” At 40% of unemployed men.) Whichcapitalist schools is the key to
of pregnancy). While receiving But this isn’t simply to be best it supposes that young merhoys (and which girls) are most asuccess - and the whole project
much debate on the School Boardaughed off. It must be fiercely or women, or both, just can'trisk? But that is not what theappears dangerous.
an Ottawa Citizen article quotesconfronted as reactionary despitéunction in the presence of thesupporters of a “Male leadership If poor male performance in
one male studentas saying “ldon’its prominent and comfortable opposite sex. academy” are asking. schools is the consequence of both
want to read about princesses.place in public discourse. The This obscures the systemic Instead their argument rests oran underfunded and oppressive
Sadly, this is the level of much of*“learning styles” (i.e. sexistgenderproblems of sexismfaced bywomera fantastic misrepresentationschool system and an oppressive
the debate. Ontario Premier Daltorroles) generally attributed to girlsand girls, fostered by employersabout our education system beingender system under capitalism,
McGuinty (who opposed are precisely those passiveand big business, governmentun by anti-baseball, anti-war, pro-then the solution can’t be a
afrocentric schools) vocally subordinate positions imposed orpolicies, the legal system, masgrincess matriarchs. This is ofterretrenchment of the former to
supports the idea. both women and students withinmedia, schools, etc. (and too ofterrouched in a view that teachersbuttress the latter. As one
We see two general categoriesur capitalist schools -whichtrytoreproduced by teachers andspecially elementary schoolcommentator recently said,
of argument in support of “samemould students to be obedientparents), by claiming the problemteachers, being predominantly‘questions of sexuality, race,
sex schools”. The firstis the sexisproductive workers. The perceiveds just their male peers. Anywomen, are poor role models orethnicity, social class, disability,
argument that “boys and girls are’better achievement” by girls “disruptive effect” is contingent managers of boys - analogous t@and cultural background all need
just different”, often with responds to, and coincides withpn society. Tothink otherwise istothe notion that boys can’t beto betakeninto considerationwhen
clarifications such as: girls like their subordinate role as studentscede a terrain of meaningful andproperly raised by single mothers'thinking about boys as individuals
reading stories about princesses The second argument isnecessary struggle. Thistoo needsto be confrontedand the pecking order that exists
and doing what they’re told, while considerably more sophisticated, Whataboutthe comparisonwith(And Dr. Spence does talk abouamong them.”
boys like running around, playing but still problematic. It says boysafrocentric schools, anotheryoungsters facing a “fatherless Solutions have to challenge and
baseball, making stuff out of wood,and girls are just uncomfortableprogramme the TDSB recentlyworld.”) On the one hand, hisovercome both the condition and
and learning about war, guns andogether. Occasionally to thislaunched? proposal goes against the “derole of education in the gender
cool, tough things. argumentis appended some vague Unlike afrocentric schools, boys’ gendering” of parenting andsystem, combating sexism and
Hasn’'t existing gendered reference to“hormones” - perhapsschools would apparently not beeducation as women’s work. Onleading towards the full
streaming (i.e. home economicsvs:the uterus” and “hysteria™? opento all students nor existwithinthe other hand, by claiming thedevelopmentofallyouthinsociety.

- TARVENG _
AY COMMUNTT/

By Jamie Burnett with
Chuck Saunders

Google news search “boy
schools” today and you'll find
major debate on a recent propos
coming out of the Toronto District
School Board. As TDSB Director
of Education Dr. Chris Spence ha
tweeted “in some instances sing|
sex settings work.” His proposal i
for an alternative school for boys o
staffed mainly by male teachers. |*~ [ = i
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Yet another accusation of RCMP
-

PV Vancouver Bureau

Yetanother fatality inwhich the
RCMP used a Taser has bee
brought to light. The case]
strengthens the argument tha
police violence against Aboriginal
prisoners in custody is a frequen
reality, not an isolated aberration

The Union of BC Indian Chiefs
(UBCIC) and BC Civil Liberties
Association (BCCLA) held anews &=
conference on Nov. 16 todemang = |
the release of security footag f&-'":' o T B
taken in an RCMP lockup thatf thﬁl‘ %
shows the Taser-related death it

AN D

Clayton Alvin Willie, an Aboriginal
the RCMP finally agreed aday later 1 ?‘F_' f_,l E:-.
— Y
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man. Under increasing pressure
to release the footage. Until now, . !
the force had resisted this demanc
citing “privacy concerns,” despite
receiving a notarized release froni
Clayton Willie’s family.
Willie was arrested July 21, 200
for creating a public disturbance in=
Prince George, British Columbia.
He died 16 hours later, with injuries
including a skull fracture, broken
teeth, multiple broken ribs, and o
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taser killing

cruelty charges. Astonishingly, detachment. A number of RCMP
the officers involved here are still officers are seen observing while
on active duty.” the two male officers use the Taser

In January 2009, two of the atleast twice more against Willie.
RCMP officers involved in the He appears to lose consciousness,
Willie case were found by andanambulance arrives some 45
Provincial Court Judge Michael minutes after the initial arrest.
Brecknellto have taken deliberate Atthe requestofthe ambulance
steps to ensure the loss of Princattendants, RCMP officers loosen
George detachment videotape ofVillie’'s handcuffs because his
another Taser abuse allegationhands are “black.” Still hog tied,
The RCMP will not confirm Willie is seen being loaded onto
whether those officers are still onthe stretcher, wrapped in blankets,
active duty, but media reportsand taken to the local hospital. He
indicate that investigative actionhas a massive heart attack en route
was taken by the RCMP into thatto the hospital and later dies, which
finding. is not shown on the video.

There are no date ortime codes Dr. John Butt noted that the
in the edited videotape of Clayton“touch stun” used against Clayton
Willie. The video shows an RCMP Willie is a less debilitating Taser
SUV arriving atthe Prince Georgemode, butitis not clear how many
Detachment garage, then cutsimes it was deployed. He
away before the hog-tied Willie is questioned why police would Taser
pulled from the back seat andamanwhowas alreadytied up and
allowed to drop, full weight, on face down, and called it a “cruel
his chest and possibly on his faceand unnecessary act.”

He is then dragged down a TheRCMP investigationfound
hallway, tethered and with handghat all interactions with Clayton
bound behind his back, into anWillie were “routine” and there

elevator. His head hits thewas no discipline as a result. A

ruptured bowels. Family and friends of Clayton Willie demand justice. doorway on his way into the coroner’s inquest concluded that
Security camera footage of theindependent journalist who RCMP detachment and beingelevator and he does not registeWillie died of a cocaine overdose,
incident was edited by the RCMP ,uncovered the existence of theTasered while lying helpless onany response. despite his severe injuries and
which retains a copy of the editedvideo, have viewed the editedhis stomach,” said UBCIC Grand Inthe elevator,an RCMP officer Taser burns.
footage. Representatives of thdootage. Chief Stewart Phillip. “If youtreated can be seen kneeling down and More information onthe caseis
UBCIC and BCCLA, along with  “Even the edited footage showsany animal the way Mr. Willie was applying the Taser to Claytonon this Facebook site: “Please help
forensic pathologist Dr. John ButtMr. Willie hog tied and being treated, there is little doubt thatWillie’s back. He is then draggedthe Willey family put a stop to
and Leonard Cler-Cunningham, thedragged around the Prince Georggou would be facing criminal out into the booking area of theTazer deaths in our countrye”

Hammond elected new BC Communist leader

As the report outlines, thefor dramatic action to address theprivate partnerships” and other
global financial crisis has had acrisis, including major construction forms of privatization, and a big
heavyimpactonthe B.C.economypf new social and low-income increase in the minimum wage,
for example by slashing resourcehousing to reduce homelessnessyhich at $8/hour (and $6 for “first
revenues. At the same time, themproved health care andtimeworkers”)isnowthelowestin
Liberals have moved to shift $1.9education, an end to “public- Canadase
billion from working people and

small busine_ss to thle.corporation ) .

with the imposition_of a NIFTefelgs QNSNS STU]I[S1i]g

Harmonized Sales Tax. The HST

the largest transfer of wealth in[ PV Niagara Bureau

Lh;s Z'S;?Irég;?rrgﬁzr%(yﬂ?bﬁ“c * 279_ co_unselors and support Workers_with CUPE Local 2324

backlgsh which has been r’?akm heading into a strike becaussmily And Children _Servu:es Nlagara
dvant ’ f by f Social management wants cuts to come from front-line workers instepd of

advantage of by former socia partnering with them to pressure the Ontario governmentto megt the

Credlt.Prem_ler Vander Zalm and region’s needs.

otherrightwingers. Butrathertharn 170 Niagarafamilies registered for doeal food bankin justone

dissuadingthe left from joining the -
Sam Hammond - . day, setting a record. The food bank manger told reporters
Many of the new members are anti-HST fight, as some have dong, |\ oVor seen this many families in trouble and “we cannot keep

active in the progressive South the Communists have helped builg on the shelves anymore, we're running out of basic staples.”
Asian and Latino communities. also cut corporate taxes if electedthis struggle, taking to the street$ Members of the Ontario’ government's Rural and Northern He alth
A report from the outgoing They played down the problemsin Surrey, Abbotsford and Panel refused to meetwith members of community health coalifions
Provincial Executive, presented bywith the Olympics, the threat to Vancouver as part of the “People’s in Niagara under the excuse that they are bound by confidentjality
Sam Hammond, analyzed recentivil rights, the use of First Nations Forum” movement. agreements and cannot have community meetings, even thoufgh the
political and social developmentsLand and the repressive measures Meanwhile, the Liberals have Panel develops the region’s health care framework, Ontario LHINs
in the province, especially sinceand by-laws being enacted. Theywsed the economic crisis to push (Local Health Integration Network) have been n%aktmgs to
the May 2009 provincial election. did not scream very loud about theheir right-wing agenda, by community-funded hospitalsin favour of moving services to P3
That campaign, the report notesglosing mills, the softwood lumber slashing spending on socia (public-private-partnership i.e. for profit) hospitals further awa:
“_did not develop into a m_assivedeal, NAFTA or the scandalousprograms, health care, and TheStop Family Violence éémpaigrreported that last year 1 3
flght back to dump the leer_als privatization of BC Rail and the education. They ha_ve kept up theif women were turned away from Niagara shelters because thefle was
mainly because the NDP decidedngoing sellout of Hydro and attacks on organized workers no more space
to move to the right and competeenergy resources. youth, and First Nations. *The Canadian.LabourInternational Film Festival will visit Niagara
with the Liberals. The Liberals “The NDP also did not exploit  “Most of the province’s public showing seven labour films includilear John about the closing '
softened their rhetoric, hid theirthe effects and the looming dangesector unions will be in negotiations of the John Deere factory in Welland, made by two Niagara Cdlege
main agenda, claimed that BC waso BC of the world wide economic soon,” the report notes, “and it is students who themselves don't havé jobs and had to make the film
unaffected by the recessiongcrisis which the Liberals chose toapparent that the government wil on a shoestring budget i
promised a balanced budget withignore during the election period.seek no major confrontations unti| Part-time college supbort staff are still waiting for ballots to
onlyasmall possible deficit,laudedin short the NDP did not afterthe Olympics are over. Wher counted in Ontario’grgest organizing drive,including two Niagara
the economic wealth to arrive withconcentrate on the working clasghe spotlight of world coverage is College campuses '
the 2010 Olympics and schmoozedssues but opted to compete witlgone and the business community Ontario’s refusal .to funtbgal aiddefense lawyers the way they
theirway with a compliant mediatothe Liberals on their own ground inhas slaked itself on the Olympics fund the prosecution and police has forced one Niagara mn to
anarrow majority. aparallel campaign. The resultwashe other shoe will surely drop. If defend himself from double-murder charges. He can't find anyone
“The NDP failed to grasp the the lowest voter turnout in BC labour, and especially the publig who can afford to work at the province’s oﬁéred rate
opportunity to win working class history and a bland election thatsector unions, do not properly| The cities of St. Catharines. Welland. and Port Colborne marked
and popular support, expose theaw the Liberals and the NDPprepare for the coming struggle Louis RieIDayby.raisingthe I\/iétisflag a’tcityhalls The flag raisihg
recession or launch a politicalfighting over the same bone whilethere could be a heavy price tg was organized by the Niagara Region MétisCounéiIWhich represents
offensive that could have broughtsignificant numbers of people pay,”includingawage freeze which 300 families. Meanwhile. the St. Catharines staff recommemded
out the anti-corporate vote; in factbecame spectators of a conteghe Liberals hope toimpose on thT destroying or. removing aétatue oi‘asoldierwhofought againstTRiel

PV Vancouver Bureau

Meeting on Nov. 15, delegates
to the 38th B.C. convention of the
Communist Party elected Sa
Hammond as the party’s ne
provincial leader. Outgoing leade
George Gidora, who had servedi
that position for the past fifteen
years, was among 15 member
elected to the new BC Provincial
Committee of the CPC.

The convention heard reportg
on growth of the party in the
province this year, with members
joining in several areas. Among
the mostrecentisin Trail, where a ]
new club will soon be organized.BC Communist Party leader

are

5he’s
food

be

in a pre-election interview Carol where they did not see theirpublic sector. which would take $125,000 to repair

James said that the NDP wouldnterests represented.” The BC Communists are calling




4 e PEOPLE’S VOICE ¢ NOVEMBER 16-30, 2009

EDIT ORIALS

THE REAL REASON DINOSAURS BECAME EXTINCT

Handcuffs for Harper and Hillier?

Wiser heads among the ruling class want PM Stephen Harper fo
call ajudicial enquiry into the latest accusations of Canada’s rgle in
the torture of prisoners in Afghanistan, in hopes of taking the issue
offthe frontburner. Butitappears so far that the Tories aim to brpzgn
their way out by hurling slanders and abuse at diplomat Richarfl
Colvin and the opposition parties.

On the substance of the matter, there is no room for confu

Afghan authorities - from electrical shock torture to other formf of
physical and sexual abuse.
The actions of the Canadian Armed Forces are a blatant violptio
of international law. In short, Canada - and the Harper Toriesjwhp
carried outa blundering cover-up - have committed grave war cr
Ajudicial enquiry into this disaster would no doubt unearth morg
appalling details, making it more difficult for future governmentg to
send the CAF abroad to help slaughter other peoples who bgcoime
targets of U.S. imperialism and its allies. But more to the point} th
politicians and generals at the top of the chain of command should
face chargesfortheir criminal actions. Stephen Harper, Peter MagKay,
Rick Hillier: time to face the music.

anStedley

Québec sovereignty:
ameansoragoal?

PV Québec Bureau likely lose support among andFreedoms, however, stipulates
progressives who do not considethat citizens of Canada “who have

Time to pay “climate debt”

After the disappointment of Barcelona, some world leaders
spinning optimistic scenarios for a positive outcome of the Confer
on Climate Change. But developing countries have sharply critig
the downgrading of expectations for Copenhagen.

Speaking atthe UN General Assembly, Secretary-General B
Moon, rejected gloomy projections, countering with example
individual countries’ pledges to cut greenhouse gas emissions
Sudan, speaking for G77 countries which it chairs, and China,
expressed a very different view. The G77 stresses that Copen

are “Enough of defeatism and smallseparation the primary questiorreceived their primary school
encsieps, re-mobilize Québecergoday. The proposal was opposeéhstructionin Canadain English or
izegdround independence” has becomby various speakers from the floor French ... have the right to have
the final slogan of QuébecArthur Sandborn, formerleader oftheir children receive primary and
an ISolidaire’s recent policy congressthe Confederation of National secondary school instruction in
5 ofn Laval, held in late November Trade Unions (Montreal Council) that language in that province.”
. Bafter months of debate. Theannounced his resignation after “The problem is that you have
haveclaration marks a shift by thethe final resolution passed. formal equality in an unequal
hagesw left political party on the  “In fact, the claim that Canadiansituation between the two

must adopt the second commitment period of the Kyoto Prot

agreement.

to help keep coal and oil in the ground. For example, “climate

between the developed capitalist countries which caused the
and the developing world which suffers its worst effects. Ever
World Bank explains it this way: over 75% of the damages ca
by global warming will be suffered by developing countries, wh
emit only one-third of greenhouse gases.

In other words, the imperialist system which has ravaged
planetfor over two centuries in pursuit of private profit must now
the bill. Thisis the bottom line of the emerging struggle for the fu
of planet earth.

which implements the legal commitment of industrialised coun{riepro-separation position.
to reduce emissions. Instead, the developed countries want t¢ dropUntil this congress, Québecforever be in power and the actuaConstitution, French would be

this Protocol, creating the presentimpasse. Without a Kyoto Progoc8blidaire was a united party of thepolitical conditionswillneverchange,” condemned to steadily disappear.”
decision, Copenhagen cannot succeed, despite claims that tledt, incorporating different Fontainesaid.“Changeisonlypossible Before Bill 104 was passed, many
conference can somehow “lay the foundation” for a legally-bindingerspectives on the question obecause in Québec there exists jparents senttheir childrento private

cohational question towards a cleafederalism can not be reformedanguages,” Fontaine said. “If it
presumes that the bourgeoisie wilvere up to the Canadian

Québec's relationship with Canadabourgeois movementfor sovereigntyEnglish schools (unsubsidized by

Many climate activists now see Copenhagen as an chance ‘tBefore, they viewed the project of The question of fundamental sociathe Ministry of Education) for a
expose business-friendly half-measures, such as carbon offsgts amereignty as a secondary tool taransformation isn't asked.”
emissions trading, and to step up the fight for non-market pollciegalize a social and environmental “Those responsible for nationalconstitutional right to education

short time to claim the

bt3rogram,” Pierre Fontaine, leader obppression are the ruling class irn English. Sisters, brothers and

is the idea that rich countries should pay reparations to poaghe Communist Party of QuébecCanada, and the capitalist system possible descendants of a student
countries for the climate crisis. Such a conceptidentifies the contragiid People’s VoiceFromameans, Fontaine said. “Communistswho won the right to an education

risggvereignty has became a goal inlefend, within the working class,in English could, in turn, legally
théself.” the right of self-determination, attend an English schoolin Quebec.
ised Québec Solidaire was formed inincluding separation, to promote  This loophole raised a public
ich2006 from a fusion of Option the unity of the working people outcry, since it allowed immigrants
Citoyenne and the Union desand their allies against theirtocircumventthelaw. Bill 104 closed
théorces progressistes (a federatedommon enemy.” the loophole, the Supreme Court
payarty including the Communist Fontaine highlighted the decision has opened it again. The
urgParty). Ithas come underincreasin€ommunist Party’s long-standingresponse from Québecers has been
pressure to adoptamore nationaligiroposal that these rights begreat concern. Several hundred
position since Amir Khadir's enshrined in a new, democratimnationalists and trade unionists

breakthrough victory as the QSand equal constitution for all organizedarally againstthe decision
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candidate inthe Montrealriding ofnations in Canada. “This isafew days after it took place.
Mercier in the November 2008 necessarily linked to the fight for “The Québec nation should
provincial election. socialism.” have the rightto defend the French
“The door is now open for Québec’s grievances andanguage,” Fontaine said. “Thisis
compromises with nationalistdiscontents are again undemnother example of the failure of
bourgeois forces - like the Partidiscussion following October’'s the Canadian constitution to
Québécois (PQ),” Fontaine saidSupreme Court ruling striking recognize Québec’s right to self-
Part of the discussion proposed aown Bill 104, on the contentiousdetermination.’®
united front with groups like the issue of the choice of school where
Société Saint-Jean-Baptiste, tradearents, especially immigrant
unions, students, parents, send their children. |
environmentalists, feminists, and Given the benefits of speaking]
“sovereigntist parties” for national Englishin Quebec, including a highe
independence. salary and higher quality of life,
“Jacques Parizeau discusses thenmigrant communities have long
absolute necessity to renew th@pted to send their children tol
discourse on sovereignty. InEnglish-speaking schools,|
Québec Solidaire, we totally agreeintegrating into the English- |
Over the years, the rhetoric ofCanadianminority ratherthe Frencg
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independence has been renderadajority. Inresponse to this pressur
meaningless by some separatistsn the French language, the P
who wanted to make Quebec @rought in legislation restricting I
country without a [social justice] accessto English-language schoolf.

project,”  president and Quebec’s Charterofthe Frenc expire with this issue,
spokesperson for Quebed.anguage says that childre December 1-31 , 2009.
Solidaire, Francoise David, said inshould receive, without exception,

Don’t miss a single

a statement to the media. instruction in French. Article 23 of | copy - renew today!

\-------_I

This position, however, will the Canadian Charter of Rights\
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CPC-36

Toronto, Feb. 5-7, 2010

Democratic movement s In action

environmental devastation andand historic territories.

The 36th Central S=Ve .
corporate domination, and in

Convention of the
Communist Party of
Canada will meet Feb. 5-7
in Toronto. We are printing
excerpts from the Main
Political Resolution which is
being debated by CPC
members. Below are parts
of the section on “The
People’s Movements in the

the upsurge ahilitant struggles
by Aboriginal peoplesin recent speaking Canada is hindered b
years in defence of their inherentsplits caused by right-wing forces
national rights, and to demand aron a number of campuses, th
end to racism and the appallingCanadian Federation of Student
living conditions imposed by and the militant and progressive
" centuries of colonial domination. sections of the student movemen
Struggle for Change The heroic land reclamation inin Quebec have continued to figh
Other broad democratic Caledonia by the Six Nations, theagainst the rapid escalation o
movements are also in actionoccupation of the Tobique Hydrotuition fees across the countryf
against the Harper Tories and th&®am by the Maliseets in New Post-secondary students havf
corporate agenda, with varyingBrunswick, the Grassy Narrowsbeen extremely active in anti-wa
degrees of successThese blockadeinnorth-westernOntario,actions, opposition to the|"
movements are all key sections of the resistance against tourismapartheid policies of the state o
a potential People’s Coalitiorto  expansion on unceded territoriedsrael, free speech movements a
steer Canada away from theby Aboriginal peoples in British many other progressive issues
dangerous right-wing courseColumbia-allthese and many morefoung workers’ groups aligned
pursued by the presentsuch struggles prove that far fromwith Labour Councils have bee
government. being crushed, the Aboriginal prominent in the fight to increasel
...Peace actions must be steppgseoples within the borders of theminimum wage rates, the rights o
up across the country through theCanadian state remain a powerfuyouth inthe workplace, and relateg
Canadian Peace Alliance and théorce of resistance against thelemands in many areas...
network of local anti-war coalitions. corporate agenda. We willcontinue  Women in Canada still face
We also welcome the renewed antb extend our solidarity to all suchpersistent inequality, such as the
expanding presence of thestruggles and to encourage everinfamous wage gap of about 30%
Canadian Peace Congress, withitsffort to build wider unity of all compared to men with similar
explicitly  anti-imperialist Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal qualifications. Violence againstWomen still face structural
perspective. The anti-war popular movements on the basisvomenremainsawidespreadrealitynequality, including the 30%
movementis an important part of of recognition and support of theand women face higher rates ofvage gap, unequal access to
the broad people’s forces for gust struggle to win the inherentpoverty across Canada, especialll benefits, and the lack of a
fundamental change of policies innational rights of Aboriginal Aboriginalandimmigrantwomen. Canada-wide child care
Canada, away from militarism, peoples to their tribal sovereigntyWhile their participation in the program. (PV photo: Ed Bil)

-

have other Labour Department dat;
that bear on this matter. We alsc
know that total employment is on
This sure is some recovery! Thethe decline. In addition, the Labour
first week in November brought Department reports that the hour:
remarkable results for an economyvorked were down again for the
widely held to be on the mend.ninth straight quarter. Combine
Earnings of corporations are on thehat fact with a 4% rise in output,
rise, the stock marketis perking upand it's pretty clear that workers
and the Administration is claiming were squeezed harder.
creditfor pullingthe economyback Capitalist apologists would be
fromthe brink and setting itwellon quick to point out - and they
the course to health. always do - that other factors may
Butinthe otherworld, the world contribute to productivity
outside of Wall Street, gatedincreases besides worker effor|™
communities, and the political such astechnological innovations
elite, the news is catastrophicand investment in more efficient
pushing the misery indexequipment and techniques. Thisl-
dramatically higher. response evaporates in the face

By Zoltan Zigedy, from

www.mltoday.com THE CONSUMER 15

THE ENGINE OF DU
ECONOMY. | SAY WE
STEAL HER FEMSMON, |

| SLASH HER WASES AND 2
ELMINATE RER JOBI |

labour force matches that of menijnitial attacks onwomen’s programs,
The youth and student higher numbers of women arethe Ad Hoc Coalition for Women'’s
favour of peaceful economic movementremains another key engagedin‘self-employment’ orinEquality and Human Rights
development across the planet. source of popular opposition totemporary, part-time or other formsemerged to promote the continued
The Communist Party welcomesthe corporate attack. While theof precarious employment...
student movement in English-Followingthe Harper government'swide child care system, and other

struggle for pay equity, a country-

critical demands of the women’s
movement. The Communist Party
will continue to support this
initiative to rebuild a strong Canada-
wide women’s movement, whichis
an essential element of any future
People’s Coalition alternative tothe
right-wing agenda...

Yetanother movementwhich has
played avisible role in opposing the
right-wing agendais the struggle to
defend the rights ofmmigrants
and undocumented workersin
Canada. Groups such as No One Is
lllegal have done much to expose
the racist corporate drive to exploit
such marginalized workers, to
deprive them of democratic and civil
rights, andto use them as disposable
sources of profit extraction to be
deported back to their home
countries at the whim of employers
and governments. Employees
brought in under the Temporary
Foreign Worker Program and the
Live-In Caregiver Program are
denied most ofthe legal and political
rights of Canadians. In a world
where corporations and right-wing
governments seek to eliminate all
barriers to the actions of big capital,
it is vital to defend the rights of
workers to seek employmentandto
enjoy equal rights wherever they
live, including the right to organize
and bargain collectively and to seek
citizenshipin Canada...

Restrictions against free speech
have become increasingly common
in recent years, with the overt
encouragement of the federal
government. This applies
particularly to movements on
university campuses to express
solidarity with Palestinians against
the apartheid policies of the state of
Israel, and the preparations for the
2010 Winter Olympics in
Vancouver-Whistler. Thetruggle
to defend free speech and all civil
and democratic rightsfor allwho
livein Canadais anecessary element
of the wider movement to protect
the interests of working people.

The hostility of the Harper
Tories towards hard-won social
equality gains is increasingly
evident in their bigoted treatment
of thelesbian, gay, bisexual and

Therate of exploitation [ofU.S. of the dramatic decline in recovery. Academic and workingconsumption, they refuse to attendrans (LGBT) communities,and
workers], as measured by outputnvestment brought on by theeconomists assign it no speciato the role oflabour exploitationin the ‘trial balloons’ by backbench

per hour of labour has increasedroad economic crisis. place, no event of greatthis development.

by 9.6% in the third quarter of this  Of course it would be possibleconsequence.

MPs aimed at testing the waters for

In our time, this sharp increaselegislation to undermine women’s

year, more than four times itsthatworkersworkedharderbecause Itisonlyinthe Marxisttradition in labour exploitation signals two reproductive rights. The struggles

average growth over the last 25hey wanted to make more moneythat this fact occupies a centradisturbing truths:

to defend and expand LGBT

years. This increase comes on theroducing more because theyole and is properly explained. In1. The relative strength andequality and women’s rights are
heels of a 6.9% rise in the seconavanted to earn a commensurateljact, itis the fundamental notioninprivilege of capital. Monopoly integral to the broader movement
quarter. larger compensation. This,the politicaleconomy of KarlMarx capital wields sufficient power, to build a united opposition against
Put simply, these numbers meamowever, is belied by the fact thatand Frederick Engels, exposing theinrestrained by the organs othe Tory agenda.
that for every worker engaged inunit labour costs were down 5.2%primary mechanism of profit popular sovereignty - the In western Canada, the Tory
some form of productive activity, in the third quarter: every unit of generation in the capitalist modegovernment, to extractdramaticallypush to destroy the Canadian
on average, he or she produceualue produced earned the workersf production. In the end, theymore effortfromthe working class.Wheat Board by attempting to
almost 10% more inthe third quartet5.2% less than it did in the thirdargued, increases in the rate o.Therelative weakness of laboureliminate single-desk sales of
of this year over the same quartequarter of 2008. profitcome fromworkers gettingaThe labour movement lackswheat and barley is further clear
last year. Intuitively, this means We have then a stubborn factsmaller portion of the product of sufficient strength, determination,evidence of the Harper
that the capitalist system hasworkers worked a lot harder mostheir labour. They labelled this or government influence to at thegovernment's role as the agent of
squeezed another dollar in valuef this year than they did last yearmeasure the rate of exploitationvery least retain a proportionatetransnational capital, in this case
from workers who produced tenwith a smaller share of the valueFrom the Marxist perspective, theshare of the product of its efforts.the big grain monopolies. Tory
dollars in value last year. Or, putproduced. capitalist class intensifies Thus, the burden of theagriculture ministers have
another way, for every hour of This stubborn fact goesexploitation - raises its rate - tocapitalist recovery - profits andrepeatedly trampled on the legal
labour, workers were forced to dounacknowledged and unexplainedrestore or increase the rate of profitstock equity values is borneand democratic rights damily
10% more productive work. It will not be discussed on thelndeed, this is axiomatic in thesquarely by the working clase. farm grain producers who are
Some might respond that itSunday morning talk shows. TheMarxist system. (In Part 2 of this article, to another important component of
doesn’t follow that workers media-froniThe New York Times While mainstream economistsappear in our next issue, thethe class forces which must unite
necessarily worked harder forto the organs of the labourstrain to explain the rise in profitsauthor examines the impact ofto build a People’s Coalitiow.
these productivity gains. That maymovement - will pass over this fact,and the stock market in the face ofising unemployment on U.S. (Toread the entire Resolution,
well be true in some cases, but weften hailing it as a harbinger ofclimbing unemploymentand slackworking people.) visit www.communist-party.ca.
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Climate change - a matter of life and death

science. snubbing of the UN’s conference
(Communist Party of _ : _ Some p_roposals had built in_toon the global economic crisis and
Australia), Nov. 18, 2009 is the when the first commitment  The Intergovernmental Panel orthem requirements that developingrromotion of the G20 as the world’s
’ ' ’ period ends. Climate Change found thatcountries make substantial cutdeading body on economic policy.

Five days of heavy negotiating One of the most importantaggregate emission reduction byn emissions, contrary to the The Labor government has
in Barcelona came to aprinciples of the UNFCCC is industrialised countries of betweerprinciple of “common but previously claimed that the KP
disappointing close on Nov. 6.“common but differentiated 25% and 40% over 1990 levelsdifferentiated responsibilities”. expiresin2012 butappearsto have
The last negotiating session beforeesponsibilities”. This principle would be required by 2020, andNeedless to say, these were ndiacked off explicitly repeating this
the Copenhagen conference ois based on the recognition thathat global emissions would neeceven accompanied by offers tdie. The real danger is that the KP
climate change in December wasleveloped countries areto be reduced by at least 50% byrovide the necessary financiaimightbekilledin 2012 by the actions
undermined and obstructed aprincipally responsible for the 2050, in order to stave offthe worstand technological assistance. of developed nations and their
every turn by agroup of developeccurrent high levels of greenhouseeffects of climate change. These There were strong differencescorporate patrons who have also

developed countries, the KP doesEmiSSion cuts

By Anna Pha, Guardian  \or e e in 2012, The year2012

countries.

The hopes andgasemissionsinthe atmospheraargets, which aim at limiting the over the use of offsets whereplayed a role in climate change

expectations of developinglt takes into account thattemperature increase to 2 degreedeveloped countries couldnegotiations.
and

countries and millions of peopleeconomic
around the world were dashed as
the rich countries attempted to kill
the Kyoto Protocol and dimmed
the prospects of success a
Copenhagen.
“When we ask why they are not
willing to put numbers on the table
they said it is economically and
politically difficult. But for usitis a
question of life and death, due to the
climate change impactbroughtabol
by the actions and the lifestyles i
the North.” These comments fro
Grace Ukamu of Kenya, who spok
on behalf of the Africa Group, sum
upthe greatdivide betweenthe Nort
and South, the rich and the poo

nations on the question of arresting |TE D N ATI D N S

climate change. R [ . =
Today we speak about [*| Ia'll"-.. = 1| ¥ \[‘Jli |
disappearing animal species b INFE OFN ||*':- -
tomorrow we may be speaking of] INTEMEINGC
disappearing states, said the T - 18
representative of Cape Verde R
Developing countries are the mos,
vulnerable and have arightto expe
convincing actions and political development
will, the delegate said, expressingeradication are the first andclimate change come to light.
the frustration and urgency feltbyoverriding  priorities  of
many other negotiators. Australiadeveloping countries.

=,
'

Those countries alreadyTechnology transfer was anothetower
experiencing loss of life, extremearea where developed countrie€openhagen. While developed

social Celsius, are now being questionedhrough emissions trading and Japan spoke in terms of a new

other mechanisms substantiallysingle legal framework retaining a
reduce the actual domesticnumber of elements and useful
reductions in greenhouse gasnechanisms of the KP. Australia
emissions. The African Groupalso talked in terms of a “single
directly questioned how muchoutcome”, ratifiable under the
domestic effort was being made byJNFCCC. The single outcome
the industrialised countries torefers to attempts to dissolve the
reduce greenhouse gas emissiorn€P andretainaweakened UNFCCC,
as against relying on offsets fromwith new arrangements that reflect
carbon credits generated bymitigation “ambitions” and clear
developing countries. This rules for the carbon market.
amounted to shifting the burden One of the most positive
onto developing countries. developments at Barcelona and
Estimations by developing other climate change negotiations
countries on the level of financialin recent years is the refusal of the
commitment required from the third world nations to be bullied
industrialised nations to assistand trampled over. The G77 and
them with mitigation and China,the African Group,the Least
adaptation ranged from 1-5% ofDeveloped Countries, the Alliance
gross national product. Most ofof Small Island States as well as
the developed countries failed tandividual countries including
respond with offers, although thesome of the smallest nations stood
EU did make one considered faffirm - for themitwas a matter of life
short of what is required. Thereand death, not GDPs and corporate
were also strong differences oveprofits.
how the funds would be managed, India strongly made the point

and povertyby scientists as more findings ornand the role of markets and thehat it was not prepared to give up

or declare failure at Barcelona or
its expectations at

private sector.

the US, Japan and New Zealand In accordance with this weatherconditionsorslippingintowere reluctant to meet theircountries fail to take the lead, India
were amongst those developegrinciple, 37 industrialised the ocean want to do more tharobligations, the high cost of would not slacken off. In many
nations that ducked and dodgedountries and the European Unioristave off the worst effects of privately patented technologywaysthe poorer nationswere doing
their obligations and failed to (EU) have legally binding targetsclimate change”. adding to their difficulties. much more on climate change than
submit scientifically based targetsunder the KP, based on their At Barcelona developing their rich partners despite severe
for reducing greenhouse gasspecific conditions, to reduce orcountries were calling for an FUtU re Of KyOtO limitations of modest resources,
emissions. Theiraimwas a political limit emissions by 2012. Australia aggregate reduction of 40% by India noted.
non-legally binding, agreementis one of only two countries 2020 compared with 1990. |t\was clear from the Barcelona
outside of the Kyoto Protocol.  permitted to increase emissionsAccording to estimates by the.gnference that most of theChina & India

The key issues before theover that period. Alliance of Small Island States thej,qustrialised nations have no
Barcelona conference were the The developing countries gaveoffers being made (including thejntention ofreaching agreementat At the closing session, Su Wei
future of the Kyoto Protocol; the commitments to collectand submitus) amounttoan 11-17%reductioncopenhagen for a second rountiead of China’s delégation '
setting of new global and country-data and formulate and implementn emission levels that falls ,nder the KP. This is evident indelivered a strong warning: “To'
specific targets for emissionmitigation and adaptation alarmingly below whatis required iheir failure to submit serious. those developed countries who
reductions by developedmeasures - this commitment isby scientific assessments. scientifically based targets fo’rare standing there waiting for
countries; the provision of financeconditional on receiving financial ~ Many of the most vulnerable greenhouse gas reductions. Theeveloping countries to act, please
and technology to enableand technological assistanceountriesare callingforanincreas olitical will was not there ai‘act look ahead... We. the devéloping
developing countries to takewhich the developed nations arén temperature of less than 1.86ted by a number of othercountries. have élready left you
action; and attempts to shift thelegally bound to provide. Needlessdegrees. The Alliance of Small.gntries. In sharp contrastbehind: ' you cannot use
burden onto developing countriesto say they have failed to providelsland States pointed out that thqjevempir;g countries were’develop’ing countries as an excuse
contrary to the principles of thethe required assistance and thisemperature increase is already alirongly committed to retaining for your inaction any more. Please
UN Framework Convention onremains one of the big issues stilD.8 degrees and the impacts arg,e kp and advancing it to the nextvake up and see that Copenhagen
Climate Change (UNFCCC). to be resolved, although somebeing felt. nd is just miles away, you have to get

. | _ round.
progress was made on possible Which ever way you look atit, ~The Australian governmentrunning in order to catch up.

mechanisms. - Australia’s proposal for 5-15%by prefers to work outside of the Otherwise, you will fail in the race

KyOtO Protocol A series of negotiations 0n2020 (based on a slight-of-hanoﬁemocraﬂc UNFCCC framework. to Copenhggen and beyond.”

The Kyoto Protocol (KP) is Second round KP commitmentsyear 2000 base, not 1990) or 25%hs was seen most recently atthe The developing countries will
international law, alegally binding ©€9an almost four years ago. Irconditional on certain outcomes,goq - its favoured body for be approaching Copenhagen with
treaty under the UNFCCC which 2007, negotiations in Bali saw theis offensive, morally reprehensiblejnternational decision-making - determination in sharp contrast to
has been ratified by 189 of thelndustrialised countriesforcedintoand totally inadequate for a richang again this week at APEC, withthe short-sighted, narrow attitude
NFCCC's 197 Parties. The US is thé:ccepting an Action Plan. The Balicountry. calls for a political agreement onof the profit-driven capitalist
only major industrialised economy”ction Plan commits governments - Japan and the EU were among¥{mission reductions. There arecountries. Capitalism is proving
thatis nota party to the KP. The KPO_réaching agreement on thether treaty partners who alssirong parallels here with itsincapable of saving the planet.
provides for a series of commitmenf©!lowing issues —at the played the game of The leadership given by
periods to address climate changeC.OP_e”hf'igen meeting: _ making targets China, India and the other

The first commitment period of *mitigation - actions to avoid an_d conditional upon what developing nations,
2008-2012 setthe global target of §£duce emissions of heat-trappingthers were prepared te._ alongside the struggles
5.2 percent reduction in emissiongdreenhouse gases _ do. Shyam Saran - _ on the ground of the
compared with 1990 (the base year? adaptation - actions to deal withrepresenting India,~—= millions of people around
levels. The Copenhagenth€ éffectsof climate change (itismade the point thatthey== - the world who are fighting
conference in December wadhe poorest countries that are thevere going around in____ for the planet and life on
scheduled to finalise global targetdn0St vulnerable and have the leastircles to the refrain of: ==—— earth are the only hope
and individual  country Mmeans to take adaptation‘l will show you my e that remainse
commitments for the secondMeasures) targets, whenyou shov — —. — Reportage from Third
commitment period to commence’_finance and technology - theme yours.” What was= World Network,
in2013. means by which developingrequired were www.twnside.org.au,

Contrary to claims by somecountries are to be assisted byesponsible provided much of the
governments and media indeveloped countries to take actioncommitments based o= information in this article.
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Canada in Barcelona - No Boy Scout

By Kimball Cariou

based on the best climate scienckeaders -
and that are worthy of beingadaptationfunding for developingwould effectively subsidize nuclearcompensation, Americans over $10

particularly on report estimates the legislation$650 million in industry-insured

Canada joined with the Unitedbrought to this crucial global countries. Perhaps internationabperators from $4.8 billion to 9.7 billion and victims in Western

States in telling other countries asummit.”
the UN climate talksin Barcelonain

fair global climate deal.

“The Canadian Governmenthasvay that Canadians haven't yet
early November thatitwants alesproven that it will not give up its been able to.”
binding, less ambitious, and lesdaggard role in these critical

pressure will influence him in a billion annually. Europe and Japan $1.2 billion.
“Unlike other energy sourcesGermany hasno limitonthe liability
the nuclear industry has thisof nuclear operators.

At present, Canada’s emissionspecial law to relieve it of paying The nuclear industry’s own

negotiations. This governmenttarget falls far short of what theits own insurance costs,” saidstudies contradict the Harper

“Canada’s government hasknows perfectly well what needsscience demands, and Canada h&ensil. “This creates an unfairgovernment’s proposal that $650
switched from promising repeatedlyto happen to make Copenhagen made no meaningful commitmentsplaying field for green energy andmillion is sufficient and show that
to get tough on polluters to insteadsuccess and they need to get theio provide financial support to would force Canadians to pay fora small-scale foreseeable accident
saying it will get tough on the act together and come up with goorer countries to tackle climatethe nuclear industry’s pollution.” at the Pickering B nuclear station

poorest people in the world inplan,”said Virginie Lambert Ferry change.

watering down a climate deal,” saidof Greenpeace Canada.
Steven Guilbeault of Equiterre. “If

Shortly after the Barcelonabeingseenasan obstacletosuccesssponsibility

A massive taxpayer liability haswould cause $1.2 billion in health
“On the world stage, Canada isbeen created by shiftingdamages alone. The health costs
for nuclear of a Chernobyl-style accident

this iswhat Minister Prentice meansneeting, a coalition of leading non-at these negotiations. Attendingaccidents from the nuclearwould top $50 billion.

by not being a “boy scout,” then itgovernmental organizations calledhe climate summit would proveindustry to the federal taxpayer.
means that the life support systemen Prime Minister Stephen Harperthat

The impact of avoidedinsurance

the Stephen HarperThereportrecommends legislatiorpremiums permitted by the current

of the planet are in deep trouble.”to join over 40 world leaders whogovernment isn’t only looking out to require the nuclear industry tolegislation is equivalentto a 5.4 to
“The Canadian government ishave already accepted aninvitatiorfor the interests of the Alberta tarpay its own clean up and damagé.1 cents a kilowatt hour subsidy to
clearly doing the bidding of Alberta to attend the United Nationssands and is serious aboutosts and publicly report anynuclearoperators and deters green

and the tar sands,” said Graham

taxpayer liabilities. power development.

Saul of Climate Action Network
Canada. “They just keep trying to
throw wrenches into the works.”
The Climate Action Network
says it remains optimistic that the
elements of a strong deal are sti
on the table, that a fair, ambitious
and legally binding agreement car
be reached atthe UN climate summ
in Copenhagen in December. Thg
Network stresses that science say
that any agreement must limit
global temperature increase wel
below 2 degrees C, and emission
must peak by the year 2015, a
indicated by the International
Panel on Climate Change’s las
assessment report.

METHAME GAS ESCAFES FROM TUNDRA. INULT
SAY IT'S CAPITALISM FARTING.

The nuclear industry needsthis Greenpeace says the legislation
special legal protection, the reporis more proof the nuclear industry
says, because insurers and evdmas failed to innovate and build
nuclear vendors consider reactosafer and cheaper reactors despite
accidents arealistic possibility thatbillions in public subsidies. In May,
would bankrupt them. Instead ofOntario demanded the Harper
addressing the fundamental desiggovernment dole out billions in
flaws that make all current andsubsidies to build the untested
proposed reactors vulnerable tgrototype Advanced CANDU from
Chernobyl-style accidents orAtomic Energy of Canada Limited.
terrorist attacks, the industry and “A few years ago the nuclear
its regulators have downplayedindustry claimed it could build
-~ accident risks with the public by reactors without public subsidy,

failing to examine or publicly releasebut today it wants massive public
information on nuclear accidents.bailouts and protection from
The report calls for disclosure ofnuclear accidents. Harper’'s
such information. accidentlegislation shows nuclear

At present, Canadian victims ofpower is neither cheap nor safe,”

MNSEM union-ari.com

=

5. PADGE

Environmental groups alsowarn

a nuclear accident would receivesaid Stensil.e

that the deal to be reached irtlimate summit this month in responding to this crisis,” said

December must also provideCopenhagen.
adequate financing from rich,

“Thisis atime for statesmanship.Climate Action Network Canada.
polluting countries for adaptationWorld leaders are gathering in“The current government needs td
and mitigation in developing Copenhagentofind common causeealize the opportunity in front of
countries as well as a fairon the most urgent issue of ouus. The U.S.isalready outspendin
contribution of mitigation action time. Mr. Harper must go andCanada 14 to 1, per capita, o
from large developing countries. represent Canada,” said Johiinvestments in renewable energy,

Graham Saul, Executive Director of

The Communist Party
on climate change

“The Canadian GovernmentBennett, Executive Director of and Europe has been ahead of the

needs to live up to the promises iSierra Club of Canada.

has been making for years,” said “Canadians expect Mr. Harperto committo Copenhagen today s@qg the upcoming 36th

Dale Marshall ofthe David Suzukito be there and to bring home ave cangetCanadabackinthe gameantral Convention of the
Foundation. “That means finally successful agreement,” said Mark But evidence continues toCommunist Party of Canada
producing regulations to tackleFried, policy coordinator at Oxfam mount thatthe Harper government

global warming pollution that are Canada. “We have a chance to bis more concerned about energy As awareness grows of the

Canada wins
“Fossil of the Day"

With only weeks to go until negotiations.
the most important climate “Canadian climate
change summit of our time takesnegotiators need to find spac
place in Copenhagen thisfor another trophy on their
December, Canada has oncenantle as they were recognize
again been singled outas amajosigain for undermining the
blockade to the strong globalattemptto make an agreement
agreement that our planetCopenhagen legally binding,’
desperately needs. said Virginie Lambert-Ferry, a

In Barcelona on Nov. 2, Greenpeace climate and energ
Canada was awarded “Fossil otampaigner whois in Barcelon
the Day” by the global Climate monitoring the negotiations
Action Network. Teams of “Canada’s reprehensiblg
government negotiators fromallposition was underlined by
around the world met in the Environment Minister Jim
Spanish city to discuss how toPrentice’s recent comment thé
make the Copenhagen deah more ambitious 25 per cer
ambitious, fair and legally emission reduction by 202(
binding. would be “irresponsible’.”

However, environmental Greenpeace activists als
organizations from around thetook action in Barcelona td
world were quick to pick up on remind the negotiators that th
Canada'’s efforts to undermine awvorld needs a strong and bindin
strong agreement, handing bottagreementin Copenhagen. The
Canadaand Denmarkthe“Fossilhung a “Save the Climate’
award given to countries thatbanner on one of Spain’s mos
have performed “best” atfamouslandmarks, the Sagrad
blocking progress on Familia cathedra@
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backed the Campbell Liberals’ plan
for privatizing rivers in the name
of “green energy” projects with
the potential for severe
consequences to other aspects of
the ecology. The presence of

game onthisforyears. Harper needsrom the Draft Resolution

industry profits than the threat to human existence posed
environment or public health. Inby C"_mate change ,a”d global
the latest development, a newvarming, the e”V'rO”;“e”htal
Greenpeace report says th(f.‘nlo"englent ACross C?nata TS
government plans to short chang&'2Y¢¢ an tmportant rote
Canadian victims of nuclearcam?a'gn;nfg tol reduce rel'ar;f.e
accidents by aII.owin.g. reaCtorggjec(t)i?/i—:-l P;alsjeloec((e)rrfergez//érrlorlé
operators to provide billions Iessurgent given that the Kyoto
I(?thlenrdl\i\?;rs};efr?nlgi?]?ﬁggninth'{?wgtargetS' which aimed to restrict

' global temperature to a two
event of a reactor accident. degree (Celsius) increase by 2012

~ “By capping the nuclear compared to 1990 levels), have
industry’s liability for accident already been exceeded. The
clean up and damage to health atopenhagen Summit on Climate
an unrealistic level the HarperChange in December 2009 will
government shows it thinksbe a crucial test whether or not
Canadians deserve less industryuch increases (caused mainly
compensation than nuclear victims$y carbon emissions from fossil
in other countries,” said Shawn-fuels) can be arrested and
Patrick Stensil, Greenpeace’geversed.
energy campaigner. “Why should However, there are sharp
nuclear operators get subsidief&"fferences within the
while victims pay?” ehrmronnjsrl].tgl mfovemgnt aler}l:‘?d
The re ort,The Nuclear the possibilities for radical shifts
Liability anFc)i Compensation Act; #Egeg?eeeﬁr%ﬁ':fgfgi';ﬁff,’;e‘
. . , N
gegtuéyfyz%gr:glteeagg(rj ;?]el\lozvjthits cou nterparts in other countries,
to coinci.de with federal hearingsfé?}ilgsi; e't,s ﬁllfp;zlggzee tLhiS Olffétr;
onthe proposed_ Nuclear I"ab"'tymeans that the polici/es of the
andCompensatlpnA,Ct'Thereporhreen Party and some large
warns thatthe legislation’s artificial o,y ironmental groups are based
cap of $650 million on reactor 5 the implicit acceptance of
operator liability doesn’t meet yrivate property relations and
international standards and woulthttempts to encourage “green
hurt the growth of green power bycapitalism.” This factor played a
relieving the nuclear industry of negative role in the May 2009
the responsibility of paying B.C. election, when some
sufficient insurance costs. Theprominent environmentalists

environmental groups with a keen
awareness of the dangers of
corporate control of resources is
urgently needed in the movement
to build a powerful People’s
Coalition in Canada.

A critical part of the
environmental crisis relates to the
production and use of energy
resources, especially inour country.
In September 2008, our Party
issued a People’s Energy Plan for
Canada which noted that:

“Our world - and our country -
are entering a period of grave
dangers, an era of potentially
devastating climate changes,
widespread hunger and chaos, all
linked to the unchecked growth of
fossil ~ fuel  consumption,
greenhouse gas emissions, and
wars to control oil reserves. In
response, the Communist Party of
Canada proposes far-sighted and
radical policy changes, requiring a
courageous struggle to take urgent
and decisive action... The most
decisive aspect of such a policy -
the cornerstone upon all other
measures must rest - is the public
ownership of energy. Any
meaningful transformation of the
energy system is impossible
without wresting control from the
private energy monopolies - both
domestic and foreign-based - and
returning that ownership and
control to Canadians, including
the Aboriginal peoples whose lands
have been ravaged by Big Oil.” ®
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GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Wwomen migrant against Gaza, the WFTU called the&eampaign. This is also the firstmonths. “Nor have they paid us outhe global economic crisis has
aggression a war crime, ancompany-wide neutrality bonuses,” complained steelworkeexposed flaws in the system. Hard
workers abused condemnedthe USA, EU,andNATOagreement in the history of theEmad Fawzi, claiming that factory hit by the downturn and the 2008

forbacking the Israeliadministration.Central America apparel exportowner Walid Kouta had fled thewar launched by Saakashvili
No one knows if 1-year-old The federation supports theindustry - and it has been enteredountry to avoid paying taxes andagainst Russia, Georgiaregistered
Yunus will ever see his motherPalestinian people’s right to fight for into by the largest private employeroutstanding debts. an 11.6% decrease in its Gross
again. Like six million other theirownindependentstate with Easin Honduras, the largest exporter Company management hadDomestic Product for the first six
Indonesians, she travelled far fromlerusalem as its capital, and hasf t-shirts to the US market in the“collected” a total of 4 million months of 2009.
home to find employment. She wasencouraged all international tradeworld. This is a breakthrough of Egyptian pounds ($800,000 Cdn.) Union leaders take particular
hired by a wealthy family in Saudi unions to support the Palestiniarenormous significance forthe rightfrom employees to restart theissue with the labour code’s

Arabia. But one day, while on herstruggle. to organize in one of the harshestactory’s faltering operations. Articles 37 and 38, which allow for
boss’s property, she wentto check labour rights environments in theCompany officials did not provide dissolution of employee contracts
on some goats, and was raped b)r ~\ world,” said Rod Palmquist, USAS receipts for “collected” funds, which without cause. The statutes also
two men. Yunus was conceived o International Campaign were pocketed by Kouta. Protestersequire employers to pay only one
that assault. Yunus’ mother gave Coordinator. called for the personal interventionmonth’s severance pay to a laid-
him up to Normawati, 50, and her of President Hosni Mubarak tooffworker. With some estimates of
close friend Ibu Herlina, 53. i resolve their grievances. Georgian unemployment running
Normawati (who like many Pald_ leave key to About 1000 employees of thewell over 30 percent (official rates
Indonesians goes by a single S|0W|ng HIN1 Lafarge Cement Company in thereach 13.3 percent), Articles 37 and
name) is a campaigner for migrant canal city of Suez staged a sit-in or88 have become a wellspring of
worker rightswhois raising severa The U.S. Centers for DiseaseNov. 17, after receiving only 25 pereconomic anxiety for worker
children of half-foreign parentage Control and Prevention (CDC)cent of their monthly bonuses. Georgiancompanies have used

who were abandoned by rape
migrant mothers.
Globalization has turned much

estimate that one worker sick withMeanwhile, 20 female engineersathe two articles to block
the HIN1 (swineflu) viruswillinfect the IMCO Petroleum Company,unionization. In 2008, nine
one in 10 co-workers by going toalso  in  Suez, stagedemployees at BTM Textile, a
ofthe world into awide-open labour ) work while infected with the virus. demonstrations to demand bettesubsidiary of a leading Turkish
market, creating complex human Even more frightening, anotherfinancial packages. In Damietta,textile firm, were fired after holding
and societal dramas. Women recent study predicted that 63employees of a spinning anda union-related meeting. The year
accountforupto 50% of the world’s percent of Americans will be weaving company staged a sit-irbefore, the company fired 11 people
100 million migrant-worker Victory in sweat- infected with the virus by the endto demand better wages, and invho agitated for the right to
population, and there is no effective ) of December. Kafr el-Sheikh, more than 600 collectively bargainacontract. The
entity to protect their rights. In ShOp campaign Family advocates and heathteachers threatened to stagdismissals were challenged in
2008, Indonesians working abroad, care professionals recently tolddemonstrations in front of thecourt, butupheld. BTM Textile has
commonly as domestic staffinthe A sustained U.S. studentthe U.S.House of Representativepresident’s office to protest aabout600employees. Knowledge
Middle East and parts of Asia,campaign led by United Students=ducation and Labour Committeerecent wave of layoffs. of such dismissals makes Georgian
contributed about $6.8 billion to Against Sweatshops (USAS), thathat along with vaccinations, and employees reluctant to contact
their national economy via enlisted university pressure ongood hygiene practices, the besGeorgia unions unions for help in disputes with
remittances, according to theapparel supplier Russell Athleticway to protect workers and slow management, says GUTC
World Bank. While statistics areto reopen a plant it owned inthe spread of the HIN1 virus is(PreSS for reform President Irakli Petriashvili.
difficult to come by, many are Honduras that it had closed inthrough guaranteed paid sick leav The Labour Minister
physically abused, raped, and evenrder to avoid recognizing aunionlegislation, such as the Healthy Georgian President Mikheil countered that worker welfare
killed by their employers. of its employees, has ended in aframilies Act. Saakashviliis under pressure fronproblems lie not with the labour

The abuse of Indonesianunprecedented victory for labour The CDC's guidelines say thatboth trade unions and employerscode, but with the fact that
workers has become so notoriousights. workers who suspect they haveGeorgia replaced its Soviet-eraworkers “do not understand their
that Jakarta is considering placing Spurred on by student activiststhe swine flu or another influenza-labour code with a new legislativerights.” It's a problem that can be
bans on labour migration to specificon campuses all over the U.S.|ike illness should stay home andramework in 2006. Minister of considered a legacy of
destinations. Workers may soonCanada and the U.K., ninety-sixemployers should allow workersLabour Aleksandre Kvitashvilihas Communism, he claimed.
be prevented from entering SaudAmerican universities, including to stay home “without fear of described the current code as Leadersofthe 260,000-member
Arabia and Jordan if a “thoroughthe entire University of California reprisals or... losing their jobs.”“modern” and “close to [the] GTUCare pressingthe government
review” shows that those countriessystem, most of the Big Ten andBut nearly half of all U.S. private- Danish - a liberal approach.” Butto implement a new requirement
are providing insufficient lvy League schools, Duke, Northsector workers - and 76 percentofhe Georgian Trade Unionsthat would enable employers to
protections for Indonesian Carolina, Miami, Georgetown, low-income workers - have no paidConfederation (GTUC) says thatfire workers only with a viable cause.
workers. suspended or severed ties witlsick leave. Thatleaves sick workers

Russell Athletic, a major supplierfacing the dilemma of staying home

Labour condemns  of college logo t-shirts and and losing several days of pay of\WEETa\VAI(=Tea SR TaWe]V g €] (o] o SN @I TS

. . sweatshirts. likely spreading the disease to "

Israeli actions The students and theirfellow workers and the public. Struggle column are from the

) _universities based their stance oMany low-wage workers have jobs Labour Start WebSIte,

The International Trade Union the conclusion of an in-depth, on-that have direct contact with the| labourst art.or

Confederation has condemnedthgijte investigation of the plantpublic, such as the food-service Www.labourst art.org
Israe“dgtc;]\/eg]'rlnem,tfl deC|st|on tg{;:Iosing by the Worker Rights and hospitality industry, schools[ \
expand the Gllo settiement souticonsortium  (WRC), the and health care. i i
of Jerusalem, on land annexed bynyestigative labour rights Says Debra Ness, president of Send me information

Israelin 1967, asillegalandafurthetyatchdog with which 175 the National Partnership for] ON the Communist

threat to prospects for peaceamerican universities and collegesWomen and Families: “Congresg
Widespread international criticismare affiliated and which USAS should waste no time in passing Party of Canada

has followed the announcemenhelped found earlier this decadepaid sick days legislation so tha The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud historl of
thata further 900 dwellings will be The WRC concluded that Russell'sworking people can earnpaidtimg  fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociaffsm.

bu‘i‘It at the settlement. _decision to close the plant wasoff and help prevent the spread of The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
The existence of Israeli clearly intended as a measure tillnesses, withoutjeopardizingthei] ~against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
settlements on Palestinianland, iyoid allowing its workers to economic security.” active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s

contravention ofinternationallaw, organize a union, a clear violation Earlier this year, Rep. Rosg Mmovements on awide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
is a major barrier to solving theoftheWRC’s and the universities’ DeLauro (D-Conn.) and the late} democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
conflict, and the decisionto expancodes of conduct for suppliers. Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.] Secialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

this settlement can only make Ryssell Athletic, owned by Fruit introduced the Healthy Families Central Committee CPC

matters Worse.ttllsrael SthOUId th)fthe Loom, aBerkshire-HathawayAct (H.R. 2460 and S. 1152), which 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, Ont., M4K 1N6
removing = settiements, NOtportfolio company, closed its would require businesses withl Ph. (416)469-2446 Fax (416)469-4063 E-mail <info@cpc-pcc.dp>
expanding them,” said ITUC jerzees de Honduras factorymore than 15employeesto provid barti Communiste du Quebedsection du  Saskatchewan CPC
General ”Sec.:r(_etary Guy Ryder Omanqary 3(_)1 2009 qfter months ofvorkers with upto seven pald sick Parti communiste du Canada) Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
Nov. 19.“Thisimmoral andillegal pattling with a union that had days a year to care for themselvefs 5430, av. Trans-Island, Montréal, QC,

S . . : _ i ! : ) Ottawa CPC
decisionwill only serve tointensify organized its workers. Unlike otheror a sick child or spouse. O A 817 Col: (5141212.3557  Tel: 613-232-7108
Palestinian anger, weaken thenajor apparel brands, Russell/Fruit s o i i
position ofthose Seeking peace oy ]h pp ’ E-mail: <pueblo@sympatico.ca> Manitoba Committee CPC
the Loom owns all eight of its i B.C. Commi 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, R2W 2M3
. : . .C. Committee CPC .
both sides, and increase the risk ofyctories in Honduras rather thanEgyptlan workers 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1 Telffax: 204-586-7824
further conflict, tothe detrimentof sypcontracting to outside rotest wage Tel: 604-254-9836 Fax: 604-254-9803  Ontario Ctee. CPC
Palestinians and Israelis alike.” manufacturers. The company iP E-mail: cpbc@telus.net 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
The other major international the |argest private employer inShortfalls Edmonton CPC Tel: 416-469-2446
labour body, the World Federation of Box 68112, 70 Bonme Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
abour O. y' . ; ; HOI’]duraS Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
Trade Unions, has actedin solidarity “Thijs is the firsttime we knowof _ Some300employeesofthe Koutq Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209  Hamilton, ON,
with the Palestinian working classyhere a factory thatwas shut dowrteel Factory in 10th of Ramadar) caigarycrc Tel: 905-548-9586
from the beginnings of the Israelito eliminate a union was later re.City northeast of Cairo recently Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC

Calgary, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO
Tellfax: 902-542-7981 )

occupation of Palestinian territoriesgpened after a worker-activiststaged a sit-in, alleging that the
During last winter’'s Israeli attack had not received salaries for thre
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UN committee slams right s abuses in South Korea

prominently in the CECSR report.Kim was apparently urging the a record of historical people whoplans to cut union rep wages and
Numerous journalists have beertonscription of Koreans for the warwere pro-Japanese to support theievise the Irregular Worker Law.
The UN Committee on arrested or harassed for writingeffortwhile working forthe colonial personal advancement. Fifty thousand gathered in Seoul’s
Economic, Social, and Culturalnegatively about Lee Myung Bakadministration. However, the state Nevertheless, Yim noted, Yeouido Plaza for a convention
Rights (CESCR) has drawn a grimand his policies. Many progressive-organization has mentioned far fewetRCA'’s research funding has beerhosted by the Korea Confederation
picture of human rights in Southminded historians and writers havenames and notincluded Park Chungut and the institution was evenof Trade Unions on November 8.
Korea. According to a leading alsofaced persecution fromthe statelee onthe grounds that simply beinginder suspicion for its very name;The KCTU has threatened Seoul
progressive newspaper,and pro-government media forpro-Japanesedoesnotmakeapersonly a 2004 citizens’ donation with a general strike on November

By Sean Burton

Hankyoreh the Committee has airing South Korea'’s dirty laundry a collaborator.
investigated several issues irin new history textbooks. One IRCA’s director, Yim Hun financially.
South Korea, and damningly so forconservative newspaper claimed’eong, would beg to differ.  Labour
the Lee Myung Bak regime.
The investigation found that the minds of the youth.”
South Korea’'s National Human  Similarly, the recent publication
Rights Commission has beerof a three-volume, 2,800-pag€q
downsized 30%, its budgetencyclopedia of Koreans who
significantly reduced, and headectollaborated with the Japanese by
by a person not competent on théhe Institute for Research inf#
issue of human rights. Similar Collaboration Activities (IRCA) has |
downsizing seemsto have occurredgain stirred the ire of the country’”
inthe Ministry of Gender Equality. conservative elite. And no wonder

The CECSR report came downGeneral Park Chung Hee, dictator g
hard on the Lee government'sSouth Korea from 1961-1979, is|
privatization of healthcare, water, andncluded for aiding the Japanese i
electricity, which put South Korea attheir brutal occupation of
the risk of not complying with the Manchuria. Park’s political vehicle,
International Covenanton Economicthe Demaocratic Justice Party, is nov
Social, and Cultural Rights. Amassivethe ruling Grand National Party of
civilengineering projectis also beingLee Myung Bak, and Park’s daughte
railroaded through by the remainsaleadingfigure of the party
administration; accordingtothereporand has been a presidentia
it is far too costly in relation to its candidate. Also in the list are thg ¥}
economic benefits, and some of théounders of two leading newspaperdé
project’'s budgethad beentakenfronthe Chosun llboand theDong-A . 4
the welfare budget. Ilbo, Bang Eun Mo and Kim Seong™ - - — )

Also mentioned was the Su respectively. Both papers werdn this Hankyoreh cartoon, Park Chung Hee tells President Lee
February 2009 tragedy in Yongsarestablished in the 1920s and servelyung Bak, busy kicking at the Korean Teachers and Education
district of Seoul, inwhich the forced as mouthpieces for the oppressivdVorkers Union (KTU), the cable broadcaster YTN and the
evictions of forty people from an Japanese administration. Nof\ational Human Rights Commission of Korea, to *be gentle and
apartment complex resulted inthesurprisingly, their role as f@ke your time” in gaining control over such organizations,
deaths of five people and onemouthpiecesofthe conservative an§€cause Park took his time... eighteen years to be exact.

-
A et

campaign saved the project22ifitsdoes nottake positive action.

The rights of part-time workers

rights were alsohave come up recently. New
that such books were “corruptingAccording to his organization’s discussed in the CESCR. Theegulations stipulate thatirregular
encyclopedia, Park swore a bloodeommittee was critical of a penalworkers have to be moved into full-

time positions after two years. In
particular, over 1200 lecturers at
112 universities have been
dismissed. If the remaining
universities are counted, the
number amounts to several
thousand. Because these part-time
lecturers do not have doctoral
degrees, they are not considered
“specialists” or even “real” staff
members, according to one
professor. In other words, their
status as workersis notguaranteed
and the new law is a deceptive
means of firing people. Meanwhile,
twenty unionized employees at
YTN cable news were fired when
they opposed the appointment of
YTN’s new president on the
grounds that he was Lee Myung
Bak’s campaign press officer. Only
six of the employees have been
absolved by court.

Though Seoul insists that the
Committee’s “advice” will “serve
as inspiration” for years to come,
the continued harassment of those
critical of the status quo makes one

police officer. Though Seoul’'s authoritarian elite continued intooathtojoin Japan’s army, and everrode article aimed at preventingwonder. Many of these issues have
Central Prosecution Office blamedpost-war South Korea. A stateafter being rejected used a friend'strikes and demonstrations forbeen raised by the opposition,
the protesters, the reportorganization that studieshelp to enlist. Conservative “obstructingbusiness”. One experfabour organizations, and other
condemned the police action agollaboration activities also opponents have accused IRCA oftated that there was aprogressive groups. Given the
excessive use of force. That naonfirmed that Bang urged thebeing politically biased. Director disproportionate number of police“lively” nature of the South Korean
alternative settlement was offeredlapanese invasions in East Asi¥im claimed in arecentinterview and military personnel at suchlegislature, the Grand National
to the evicted tenants is also beingluring radio broadcasts, and alsthat IRCA is not a political think- demonstrations. Speaking of strikesParty and Lee Myung Bak are
held against the government. owned a military supplies tank and that the purpose of théens of thousands of unionizedunlikely to give much, if any,
Press freedom also figuredmanufacturing plant. Meanwhile, encyclopedia is simply to provide workers rose in defiance of Seoul’'syround in the weeks to conwe.

New revelations on Colombian military bases

: speculation, saying that the seveneclaration of the U.S. military’s Southern Nations (UNASUR) in
ngi?haeré/ cb);ac?hﬁsnt?:éas existing bases leased asaresultafim of ‘an opportunity for H.SU.PFITESEI'IGE. ?t:w? August, he denounced 'ghe
Esquivel, Research the deal_— Palanquerq, Malamboponduc;tmg full spectrum '"E.:'!'-H*L-:n1:11.-:{.:?.::.:":?.:!T:j--::d are agreementasa_5|gnthatthe“wmds
Associaté for the Council Tolemaida, Larandia, Apiay, operations throughout South ‘I;Ir{:‘:“;'h ;-:“.,-L-n';a.-ri:;.dnls;ﬁ.':-::s:n - of war are starting to blow.”

On Hemispheric Affairs Cartagena and Malaga - wouldAmerica.” Thisdocumentconfirms .. oo namants ~On November 5, following the
remain under Colombianthe potential of military ... : . signing of the DCA, Chavez

On October 30, U.S. andjurisdiction. Days after the Augustcooperation to extend beyond s Illﬂ.i'ﬂmrﬂllﬂ ‘ severed diplomatic ties with
Colombian officials signed the 14 accord was reached, the Stat€olombian borders, and suggest * e anglitia) Colombia and froze trade between
controversial Defense Department issued a statemerthat the base could be used fo -m:,onm ? | the two nations, which already had
Cooperation Agreement (DCA), confirming that the DCA would continental combat operations an Ertagonal fallen by nearly halfin September.

VENEZUELA | The U.S. Air Force document

gives substantial weight to
Chavez’s fears, particularly in the
wake of the Venezuelan

granting the U.S. access to seveffacilitate effective bilateral toneutralize regional government

Colombian military bases for the cooperation on security matters irconsidered “anti-US,” presumably | &

next ten years. Colombia, including narcotics Venezuelabutalso likely including ,
Both governments say theproduction and trafficking, Bolivia, Ecuador, Cuba and | Bogotag

Palanguedo AB
Fuprio Salgar
L)
Apiay AB
-i"-'-'|.'l'f MO Cal

leased facilities would be terrorism, illicit smuggling of all Nicaragua. TARC Bahia government’'s recent accusation
exclusively used to supporttypes, and humanitarian and Palanquero is already ™ wmaiaga of espionage by the Colombian
counternarcotic and counter-natural disasters.” Colombia’s largest military base| {Malaga Bay) intelligence agency (DAS).
insurgency initiatives within  Colombia’s neighbours remainand one of the most advanced in COLOMBIA Speaking before the National
Colombia. However, a recentlyskeptical, and transparency hasatin America. Located near the _ _ Assembly on October 29,
publicized U.S. Air Force documentbeen lacking. The DCA was onlyMagdalena River 100 kilometers = YABOA Venezuelan Interior Minister Tarek
presents a far more ominouseleased on Nov. 3, nearly thresmorthwest of Bogota, the base hass 00 m El Aissami presented documents
explanation. It emphasizes themonths after the accord washe capacity to lodge over 2,000 5 300 4 FERU = 'BRAZIL|  allegedly originating from DAS,

“opportunity for conducting full reached, and days after it wapersonnel, hangar space for 50-60 which showed that Colombia had
spectrum operations throughousigned by Colombian Foreignairplanes, and the longestrunways sent spies to Venezuela, Ecuador
South America” against threatsMinister Jaime Bermudez and then the country. Leasing thisfacility =~ Semananagazine characterizedand Cuba as part of a CIA-linked
notonly from drug trafficking and U.S. Ambassador to Colombia,would provide the U.S. Air Force the deal as an escalation of th@peration.
guerrillamovements, but also fromWilliam Brownfield. with access to the entire continentongoing arms race in the region, While Colombia denied the
“anti-U.S. governments” in the  TheU.S.AirForce construction According to the budgetthe beginning of a “new Cold allegations, they did not refute the
region. budget for the Palanquero basgustification, the planned structuralwar.” According toSemanafor validity of the intercepted DAS

Details of the DCA have beenpublished bySemanan Oct. 31, and operationalimprovements areColombian military leaders who haddocuments. By pursuing this vague
shrouded in secrecy since theppears to validate regionalintended to “leverage existinglong sought to engage Venezueland open-ended deal with
summer, when an article in theanxieties. The budget estimaténfrastructure to the maximum on an equal military footing, “this Colombia and approving the
Colombian magazineéambidfirst outlines the specific destinationextent possible, improve the U.Saccord seemed to fall from the sky."combative language of the budget
drew attention to the $46 million and purpose of the funds, givingability to respond rapidly to crisis, ~ Since talks on the deal were firsjustification document, U.S.
earmarked by the House offurther weight to questionsand assure regional access angublicized, Venezuelan Presidenpfficials have accelerated the
Representatives to upgrade theurrounding the purpose of U.Spresence at minimum cost.” TheHugo Chavez has perceived th&immering conflict by legitimizing
Palanquero base, signaling anilitary funding for the bases. In upgradeis alsointended to increasamplification of U.S. military Venezuela’s suspicions and
possible military deal. Inresponsecontrast to the Defensethe U.S. Air Force’s capability to presence in the region as targetingrecipitating the closure of vital
three Colombian ministers held aCooperation Agreement, thisconductintelligence, surveillancehis country for a possible attack.channels of communication and
press conference to offsetdocument is a far more concreteand reconnaissance. At the summit of the Union of exchangee
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Great holiday gif tideas
from People’ s Co-op Books

Friends of People’s Co-opWade Davis, ($19.95 paperback)Democracy by Donald Gutstein the blind acceptance of Zionism.reads includ€limate Challenge:
Bookstore in Vancouver will be This year’s fascinating Massey($22.95paperback). TheformerSFU Verse Map of Vancouveran 101 Solutions to Global
pleasedto hear that the staff reportisecture argues that we can learrommunications  professoracclaimed anthology of poetryWarming” by Guy Dauncey
a significant jump in October- how to live sustainably from explains how big businessand photography of Vancouver($24.95), Climate Cover-up:
November sales over the sameancient societies. conducts propaganda campaignéb43.95 hardcover). Crusade to Deny Global Warming
period of 2008, and that some NotaConspiracy Theory:How to change our minds on Excellent recent books onby James Hogan ($20.00), and
generous donations have beeBusiness Propaganda Hijacks fundamental issues. political economy include: Ecological Revolution by John
received from supporters. Watch Raise Shit! Social Action ABCs ofthe Economic Crisis Bellamy Foster ($19.95).
our nextissue for an update on th Saving Lives by Susan Boyd, by Magdoffand Yates ($14.95 People’s Co-op Bookstore is
campaign to keep this historic Donald MacPherson, and Budpaperback)Great Financial locatedat1391 Commercial Drive,
member-owned cooperative Osborn ($26.95 paperback) tellCrisis, by Foster and Magdoff Vancouver, BC, V5L 3X5. Callthe
bookstore alive. the story of the community ($14.95 paperback), and Jimstore (604-253-6442, ortoll-free 1-

il

v e e e

Here are some staff picks for activism in  Vancouver’'s Stanford’'s Economics for 888-511-5556) during business
greatbooks for the holiday seasor] s ' Downtown Eastside thatEveryone ($24.95 hours. Readers can also order
books directly from the website:

A Woman Among Warlords
by Malalai Joya ($32.99 hardcover

culminated in the first official safe paperback).
On the environment, greatwww.peoplescoopbookstore.com.

injection site.

SOCIAL ACTION SAVING

has seen big sales during this fall’
North American speaking tour by
Afghan MP Joya, a fierce critic of
the NATO occupation.
Lawrence Hill's award winning
novel Book of Negroesis now
available in a beautiful illustrated
edition ($34.99 hardcover).
Wayfinders: Why Ancient
Matters in the Modern Worldby

The long race for
full equality

That IAAF public decision has stereotypes.”
dragged Castor Semenya’s name Semenya’s story has provoked

Caster Semenya, South Africarthrough the dirt. As the corporatewidespread debate about gende
runner, will be able to keep her goldmedia types volumes on her whafAs one transgendered activis
medal and prize money, the Soutlher genitalia may look like, it is wrote atRebel Youtimagazine’'s
African department of sport hasdifficult to imagine the impact on blog, “this isn’t an issue of her
announced. At the world athleticsthe shy 18-year old runner, and albiological sex _that is easy to tel
championships last August inthose whose gender is similarlyand any steroid test would givel
Berlin, Semenya won gold in theambiguous. away the testosterone. The worry
women’s 800 meter race by an In South Africa the responseisthe way she presents-i.e., shor
impressive margin - almost 2.5has been outrage. “[T]he purposéair, muscular, athletic, natural
seconds - finishingin 1:55:45.  of these “gender-tests’ are simplyeyebrows.” Why?

A fraction of time; a volume of to undermine her outstanding Afterall, sheisn’tthe only butch
media scrutiny - aimed not just atperformance and ability to achievefemale runner nor the first persor
her, butallblack women, all peoplebeyond the benchmark set forhave to deal with IAAF’s archaic
who do not quite fit dominant female athletes,” Gugu Ndima,sex tests. Androgen insensitivity
social gender categories. spokesperson for the Youngsyndrome (AIS), for example,

Even before her victory, the CommunistLeague of South Africameans a woman can have mal
attack had begun. Focusing on théold People’s Voican an email. chromosomes - without any
young athlete’s appearance;The YCL South Africa called the athletic advantage. The womar
various commentators somehowAAF decision an “affirmation of might not know, like Indian 800m
diagnosed Semenya offensively athe Eurocentric stereotypes aboutunner Santhi Soundarajan
an “hermaphrodite” (the incorrect African women in general,” and stripped of her silver medal after g

Breaking the Sound Barrier
by Amy Goodman of Democracy
Now ($16.00 paperback) proveg
the power that independent
journalism can play in the struggle
for a better world.

Judaism Does Not Equal
Israel, by influential Jewish thinker
Marc Ellis ($31.50 hardcover) offers
a prophetic Jewish alternative tg
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By Johan Boyden

Hunger stalks North  America

Hungeris usually considered Fifty per cent of food banks afe
a serious problem of therunsolelybyvolunteers, and one-
countries of the global South,third are underfunded, according
not for North Americans. But to Food Banks Canada. People
record numbers of Canadiansavho use food banks are usualy
and Americans are under-given enough food for three ¢r
nourished as aresult of capitalisfour days, their visits are limitedl.
economic conditions. “We are seeing an increase|in

Canada helped almost 800,00®anks,” Schmidt said.
individuals in  March, Meanwhile, the US Agriculture

March 2008.
“This is the largest increasedifficulty feeding their members,
in food bank use on record,” The annual Household Fogd

director of Food Banks Canada2008, families in 17 millio
told reporters. households - 14.6% of US hom
The need for food banks- had difficulty putting enoug

the biggest jump in Alberta, during the year, an 11 perc
which experienced an increasencrease over 2007. In more th
-0f61%.
“It is unacceptable that, for experienced hunger multiple tim
most of the past decade, mor@ver the course of the year.
than 700,000 peopleeverymonth The figures “represent t
have needed help from foodhighest level observed sin
banks just to get by,” Schmidtnationally representative fog
stated, pointing out that in asecurity surveys were initiated
country as prosperous asl995,” the USDA said. “Thg
hCanada, 2.4 per cent of peopldundamental cause of fog
have to count on food banks tansecurity and hunger in the Unit
get by. She urged Ottawa toStates is poverty - marked by
implement a national povertylack of adequate resources
prevention and reductionaddress basic needs such as fq
strategy. shelter and health care”

to
od,

term for intersex). This gossip wasdemanded a public apology. very public gender test “failure”
enough for the International “There are stereotypes aboutuetoAlS atthe 2006 Asiangamesare compelled to face our real(bars) than sports grounds in our
Association of Athletics what is deemed to be feminine”, Perhaps we could say all solidconditions of life, including the townships?” YCL-SA’s National
Federations (IAAF) to launch anNdima added; “we strongly gender binaries meltinto air as littledignity of a person to choose theirSecretary, Buti Manamela, recently
investigation into her gender. condemn people thatinfiltrate suchmore than comforting illusions; we own gender identity. said.

Asto Semenya herself, herlife  This sentimentechoesin Canada.
has changed tremendously. “It'sHow many sports facilities are in
notso easy. The university is OKAboriginal communities?
butthere is notmany other places Semenya’s patrtial victory - she
| can go. People want to stare ais still waiting to hear if she can keep
me now. They want to touch me.competing as a woman - also came
I’'m supposed to be famous but laround the same time as the Trans
don't think | like it so much,” Day of Remembrance,
Semenya told theSuardian memorializing trans people killed
newspaper recently. She ishy gender violence. According to
quoted inNew Yorkemagazine the British Trades Union Congress,
saying “It sucks when | was by June of this year over eighty
running and they were writing official cases had been reported of
those things... Now | just have totransgender people murdered
walk away. That's all | can do.” world-wide for no other reasonthan

South African youth are alsothey were different.
walking away fromthisdegrading So Semenya is running forward
episode. Semenya is now a heréor many people. Irregardless of her
among South African youngtest results (which will remain
athletes. She came from arconfidential) she is also running
impoverished rural village, herforward for the trans and intersex
track team often training without community. She is also running for
shoes. “The most practicalall those who cherish democracy
support[for Semenya]istoensureand dignity. Her race is another
that we build sporting facilities... step in the long struggle for full
Why are there more shebeengquality.e

Caster Semenya (left) running the 800 meter race in Berlin.
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Put the Communist Party on your holiday qif

t list!

The Communist Party needs
yoursupportin 2009 to stimulate
and help lead the fightfor peace,
jobs, democracy and sovereignty
in 2010 - a year when the
corporate attack on labour and
democratic rights, on women,
workers, youth and racialized
communities will be sharper
thanever.

With economic recovery
exposed as nothing more than a
recovery for profits, while
working people are forced to
pay the price with escalating
wage cuts, job cuts, collapsing
living standards and security.
Youth face the prospect of a
jobless future. The situation
demands urgent action, mass
political struggle, and an
alternative and progressive
vision for the future.

A small party with big ideas,
the Communist Party isCanada’s
party of socialism. A working
class party, we know the future
will be grim without a powerful
People’s Coalition that can

mounta counter-offensive against
the large corporations and their
reactionary governments, and that
can turn the tables in favour of
working people, for real and
fundamental change opening the

(8(/

doors to socialism.

Please help us this holiday
season, with a tax deductible
donation. Help us build a strong
Communist Party and a powerful
and united People’s Coalition to
defeatwarand reaction in Canada.

Yourdonation up to $400 will
generate a $300 tax rebate when
youfile your 2009 taxes, costing
you just $100. A $500 donation

will cost you just $150. A $750
donation will cost $275.

Here’s how it works:

For donations up to the first
$400, you receive a federal tax
rebate of 75%. Forthe next$350in
total donations, receive atax rebate
of 50%. Andforthe next $350, the
tax rebate is 33%. The maximum
allowable annual federal donation
is $1100, for which the rebate
totals $600.

The Communist Party is solely
supported by contributions from
people like you. Every donation,
large or small, helps us. With
your donations, we can keep
organizers in the field, publish
new leaflets and pamphlets,
build the fightback, and
campaign for a progressive
people’s alternative to the crisis
-during and between elections.

Thank you for your support!
We couldn’t do it without you.

Please make your cheque or
money order payableto “CPC”,
and mail to: 290A Danforth Ave,
Toronto, ON, M4K TN6. ®

Sudbury strikers dig in...

whole community is at stake today solidarity including offers to shut Rights, Sat., Dec. 5, 6-9:30 pm,
The wages of unionized miners atlown production to increaseMountPleasantNeighborhood

continued from page 2

the inherent danger of rock fallsVale
and gas, and the added danger ¢Falconbridge)
unskilled and untrained scabscommunity, including small good faith. A September rally in
a dangerous businesses, afloat.

working in
environment.

Vale has built bunkhouses atand scabs heading in and out oflobe, along with USWA leaders

and
keep

Inco

Sudbury featured

Wallels) \Winnipeg, MB

Kelowna, BC

Cuban Revolution
Celebration Dinner, 8 pm,
Sat,. Dec. 12, at Soul de Cuba
Restaurant, 1180 Sunset Drive.
Tickets $20, only 30 places
available, call 250-860-6108.

Left Film Night, “The War on
Democracy”, dir. by John Pilger,
Sunday, Nov. 29, 7 pm, Centre
for Socialist Education, 706 Clark
Drive. Forinfo, call604-255-2041.

Civic Electoral Reform, Think
Democracy Forum featuring
expertpanelists andinteractive
discussion, Friday, Dec. 4, 7
pm, Segal Centre, SFUHarbour
Centre, 515 W. Hastings.

First Festival of Latin
American Song, 7 pm, Friday,
Dec. 4, Cambrian Hall, 215 E.
17th Ave. (atMain), tickets $10,
performersinclude Son Rebelde,
Hugo Rojas, Pancho Y Sal, and
others. For info, call Co-op
Radio, 604-873-1987.

Stand up for human rights,
celebrate 61st anniversary of
UN Declaration on Human

Xstrata pressure on Vale to return to thedouse, 800 E. Broadway, for
the bargaining table and bargain ininfo call Beth at 604-320-0285.

As strikers hold up contractorsrepresentatives from around theyhat is the Communist

the North Mine that will house 200 worksites, members of Locals 2020rom Canada and the US.

scabs, who will be helicoptered inand 6600 bring coffee and donuts  The pressure is on to get the,,
and out every five days. They willto the strikers, along with news ofcompany back to the bargainings
work days and nights, 100 atatimewhat’s going on inside, and thetable. The union is expected t

Party? Meetings for people
interested in joining, dates set
hen most people can attend.
re-registerat586-7824 orcpc-
Omb@mts.net.

if the company has its way. Onpromise that “we’re working like announce that it's ready to restart
November 19, Vale invited union turtles!”

another provocation.

But scabs don’t last long in theOntario’s medieval labour laws.

over, said Peter

“Historically these guys don’t injunctions to speed up traffic in
survive after they cross the picketand out of the struck sites. TheRowswell released a letter
line. Just going by the experiencaunion has between 12 and 1%upporting Sudbury strikers in
afterthe Falconbridge strike, ayeaminutes to let the last truck in theearly November. The Sault is
after, they’re not working there.” line through, or face fines andanother mining town in Northern

negotiations December 1, and
members to cross the lines in yet Workers who refuse to crossinvite the company to join themto
the lines can be fired underreach an agreement. Vale has
since
regular work force after a strikeis The company has repeatedlynegotiations broke off and the strike
Wade.taken the union to court seekingoegan on July 13.
Marie Mayor

refused to bargain

Sault Ste.

Toronto, ON

GAZA: Strength Under
Siege, evening of solidarity
forthe Gaza Freedom March,
Friday, Dec. 4, 7 pm, Student
Centre, Ryerson University,
www.gazafreedommarch.ca,
tickets $40 (students $20),
to purchase online:
www.gazafreedommarch.ca/
tickets.

Stars of Ballet, featuring
dancersfrom Ballet Nacional de
Cuba, with Artistic Director Alicia
Alonso, Tue., Dec. 8, 7 pm,
Living Arts Centre, 4141 Living
Arts Drive, Mississauga. Tickets
$25-90, contact 1-905-306-6000
or1-888-805-8888.

New Year's Eve Celebration,
withthe United Jewish Peoples
Order and Canadian-Cuban
Friendship Association, music
by Pablo Terry and Solde Cuba,
Winchevsky Centre 585
Cranbrooke (east of Bathurst,
north of Lawrence). Dinner
(vegetarian advance request
only), cash bar, entertainment,
complimentary wine toast at
midnight! Tickets $45 advance,
$55 if reserved to pay at door.
For info/tickets: Maxine at
UJPO, 416-789-5502 (Visa or
M/C), or Sharon at CCFA, 905-
951-8499.

Norman Bethune Day social,
Sat., Feb. 27, 2010, at the
GCDO, 290 Danforth Ave.
Tickets $5, door prize one
week all-inclusive trip for two
to Cuba. For tickets or info,
call media sponsor People’s
Voice, 416-469-2446.

THEY KEWER, TR L WHEN [T18 1Ml TO Phuie”

labour and progressive actions. He was a strong suppdeeople’
Voice attending the paper’s annual banquet and other event
Egliwillbe remembered as a man who loved the environmentan
rejected all forms of discrimination and hatred. He will be sadly m
by PV readers in British Columbie.

Scabs don’t survive well restrictions on picketing. Ontario that has also seen workers
anywhere. Not only strikers, but  The union has sent delegation&nd community victimized by hard
the whole community - families, around the world to meetwith tradetimes, vicious companies, and
relatives, neighbourhoods -unions where Vale refines itsright-wing governments. So far, 201 0 PV Calendar Now On Sale!
remember who crossed and wh@roducts. The unions haveSudbury’s NDP Mayor Rodriguez
didn’t. After all, the future of the responded with shows ofhas_ said nothing at_)out the strikeThe 2010 People’s Voice Calentice, equality and socialism.
\éV;‘r't';ufcliJ% tl’duééé-g’;&glh&zr?tdar is now available. Thisyear's For your copy, send $5 plus
i I - : ‘theme is “Socialist Women,” $2 to cover postage to People’s
Emil Egll’ 1915-2009 S“ppt‘?t” tr;e jt”'fte beca‘is.‘te r'%arking the centenary of the fa\Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Van-
Born on a homestead north of Edmonton, Emil Egli, a long im%z;)r']cstlhléegosrnmodlnit;us%%?rr]sIdui?emous 1910 conference couver,BC,V5L3J1.The
_supporterofthe working class press and progressive struggle;,dg% |ély behind the strikers - nowhich adopted Clara Calendaris alsoonsale
in Vancouver on Oct. 24, 2009, at the age of 94. _ surprise given that Sudbury is allZ€tkin’s resolution at the Ontario bureau
Emil’'s family moved to Vancou,ver and_later to Esqmmaltl Onaboutmining.Sudbury’sNDPMPseStabnShing|ntema' of People’s Voice
Vancouverlsland.After h|§ mother’s death in 1932, Emil helpe:l h ve supported the strike, and arional Women's (290A Danforth
fath_er establish a t?ake(y in Keremeos, then struck out on hi rking with the union Shdbury Day Ave Toronto
durln.g the Deprt_assmn,fmdmg anyjob§ hg could—cu.ttlng cord Woo ommunists are also. active on A's usual the M4K'ELN6) and ou’r
o g e vk o e eare et b ikt Inesandin e communiy 2010 Calendar in- Vanitoba, Bureau
i ing Si ' iio I fact, the CAW's Mine-Mill  ¢lydes a wide variet 387 Selkirk Ave.,
ggﬂqnt?e\rN&gﬂe\,\lg.arHTeW@’;?ngegéngvSelrtﬁsfer}?Coe% the ‘1§ng?r§gM.ﬁZ <004l 598 couldvery well bejoining of memorable datesfor V(Vinnipeg, R2W 2M3).
becoming a skilled high rigger and a strong rank-and-file uhi tre'kse;i;re]Fkgt:“:i?m]fxztraﬁg;%ﬁesthe working class move- Vancouver-area
organizer in the IWA. Vale Staytungecb g app %hents, from birthdays of readers can pick up the
A serious logging accident in 1951 deprived Emil ofaneye qnda” prominent revolutionaries toCalendar at People’s Co-op
leg. Once recovered and fitted with a prosthesis, he bought a fish &CANADA t the anniversaries of watershe®ooks, 1391 Commercial
boat, theNe Tanneystrplllr]g for sallmon gilong the coast qntll 1986. struggles for peace, social jusDrive, Vancouver.
Here too, Emilwas active in the United Fishermen and Allied Wojke -
Union and the cooperative movement. During the winters, he tra Y : . .
extensively to many countries and islands. .
At the a{;e of 75,yEmiI sold his boat and moved to Haro Str People SVOICe deadllnes.
downtown Vancouver. He remained active inretirement,asam
of the Canadian-Cuban Friendship Association, Citizens A JANUARY 1-15 issue: Thursday, Dec. 10
Gambling Expansion, and other groups, and a regular partici JANUARY 16-31 issue: Thursday, Jan. 7, 2010
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>
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Malalai Joya, the “woman among

warlords,” tours North America

people was that there will be morethe misguided policies of their NATO have failed so badly that Afghanistan. The U.S. works with
war. He increased troop levels andjovernments... they must turn theinow Afghanistan exports 93 perthe ISI [Inter-Services
wants to send even more soldiers teorrow into strength.” centofthe world’s opium. In 2001, Intelligence], and the I1SI supports
Afghanistan. This will only bring the Taliban almost destroyed thehe Afghan Taliban. They are
more conflict. It is impossible to On how she would define global opium trade in Afghanistan. Theplaying cat-and-mouse with the
bring democracy through military support for the people of Taliban! These uneducated terrorists.

occupation and the barrel of a gunAfghanistan: ignorant misogynists. It's “Now Obama fights a war with
His policies are quite similarto that“When | say that we don’'t want unbelievable that a superpowedrones in the Pakistani border
of the Bush along with 40 other countriesareas. Itisthe civilians of Pakistan
administration. His drone g cannot stop the opium trade but avho suffer. They are bombing the
attacks in the border area medieval organization like the poorest and most backward cities
with Pakistan are killing Taliban nearly succeeds. of Pakistan.”

innocent civilians and “How many poor people do you

they have killed hundreds have on your own streets? Yet th€n going into exile and fearing
of Afghan civilians with U.S. and Canada send millions taleath:

cluster bombs and white help warlords and drug dealers irfl am a woman and | refuse to stay
phosphorous. They even Afghanistan. Support for corruptsilent. | documentthe crimes of the
bomb our wedding warlords not only affects the warlords, so they want to kill me.
parties. Despite all of this, people of my country - italso allows My life is always at risk. Even with
somehow he received the more and more drugs to make theibodyguards, | am not safe in the
Nobel Peace Prize. ldon’t way onto the streets of Vancouveicountry NATO occupies under the
understand how they and destroy your youth as well.”banner of women’s rights and
could give itto apresident democracy. My supporters abroad
who is pursuing wars in On Pakistani involvement in are worried, and many people tell
Afghanistan, Iraq and Afghanistan and the me to leave Afghanistan. But I'm
On the Afghan presidential Pakistan.” repercussions for Pakistani not any better than the other
election mess: civilians: democratic people in my country
“An election held under On what would happen “Throughout our long years of who are dying. My blood is not
occupation and the influence ofif NATO pulled out of war, the Pakistanis have hadnore red then the blood of my
corruption and warlordism has noAfghanistan: puppets in Afghanistan and theypeople. Faced with so many
legitimacy atall. Itisimpossible for “We are stuck between | stilldo. The Pakistani intelligence assassination attempts, | have to
there to be ademocratic electioninwo enemies - the supports the Afghan Taliban, andmagine that one day they will
Afghanistan right now. Hamid occupation forces killing the madrasas along the border argucceed. But | do not fear death. |
Karzai is a corrupt puppet who isinnocentcivilians, and the essentially ‘Taliban factories’ fear silence inthe face ofinjustice.
betraying our people and AbdullahTaliban and warlords. Many peopleyour soldiers | don’t mean that wewhere people are brainwashed t@hat is my message to democratic
Abdullah was the preferredsay that if the troops leavedon't want your help. We are commit suicide bombings in people around the worldé
candidate of the warlords. Both ofAfghanistan, civilwar will happen. honoured to have the support and
their policies are similar - they areButwe have a civilwar now. As long solidarity of democratic people in
both called the Taliban “brothers.’as the U.S. and NATO are here, th€anada and around the world...
They are both traitors.” civilwarwill continue because theyPlease put pressure on your
are supporting the governmentangovernments to change their

Afghan MP Malalai Joya,
an outspoken critic of the
NATO occupation of her
country, has been touring
North America this fall to
help build opposition to the
war. She has just published
her autobiography,A
Woman Among Warlords,
co-written with Derrick
O’Keefe, longtime activist
in Vancouver's StopWar
coalition. Joya was
interviewed by Blake Sifton
of the TheTyee.ca website
shortly before the Canadian
leg of her tour began in
Vancouver, where nearly
1,000 people packed a
church to hear her speak.
Here are excerpts from that
interview.

A Woman
Among Warlords

MiaL ALl
Jova

Diplomat confirms Canada’ s

Onwhatmost Afghansthinkabout the warlords. If they end thepolicies and demonstrate in your
the election: occupation of my country then we,cities to help end our occupation.
“Ordinary Afghans don’t have the true democrats of AfghanistanNo one’s drones willbomb you and
security or even food to eat. Theywill be fighting one enemy insteadno one will shoot you.
don'ttrustthe candidates and ofterof two.” “Moral support and humanitarian
they hate them. It's hard for true supportwill help us in the difficult
Afghan democrats becauseOn the sacrifice of Canadian and long struggle against the
elections are supposed to be soldiers in Afghanistan: Taliban and the warlords. Support
hallmark of democracy andwewantThe United States, Canada andntellectuals and democratic-
to believe inthem. Inthe lead up tahe other NATO countries areminded people of my country and

the election Afghans had a sayingwasting their taxpayers’ money andsupport education in Afghanistan. .

They said that whatever the resulthe blood of their soldiers to Education,and especiallywomen’s
we would have, [it was] ‘the samesupport a completely corrupt andeducation, is a key to democracy
donkey with a new saddle.” illegitimate system. | am sorry for and our emancipation.”

the Canadian families who have
On U.S. President Obama'’s losttheir sonsin Afghanistan. TheOn the failure to effectively
Afghan policies: soldiers are themselves victims otombat the Afghan opium trade
“I was hopeful when Obama wastheir government’s policies, justand itsimpacton North American
elected but unfortunately when heas our civilians are. Their familiessociety:
came to power his message to mghould raise their voices againstAfter eight years, the U.S. and
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dirty role in Afghanist an

One of Ottawa’s top diplomats intelligence but suspicion or
told a Parliamentary committeeunproven denunciation.”
on the Afghan mission that These were men with“little or
Canadian troops transferredno value” from an intelligence
detainees to local authorities,pointofview, said Colvin: “Some
despite knowing that all would may have been foot soldiers or
face torture. Richard Colvin, who day fighters. But many were just
is now a high-level intelligence local people - farmers, truck
official in the Canadian embassydrivers, tailors, peasants; random
in Washington, said on Nov. 18human beings in the wrong place
that “Instead of winning hearts at the wrong time; young men in
and minds, we caused Kandaharitheir fields and villages who were
to fear the foreigners. Canada’'ssompletely innocent but were
detainee practices alienated useverthelessrounded up. In other
from the population and words, we detained, and handed
strengthened the insurgency.” over for severe torture, a lot of
The Harper Tories haveinnocent people.”
frantically denied Colvin’s  Colvin continuedthat“seizing
charges that they ignored hispeople and rendering them for
warnings of “imminent and tortureis avery serious violation
alarming” problems with the of international and Canadian
treatment of detainees as early asw. Complicity in torture is awar
May 2006, a time when Canadacrime. It is illegal and
was taking far more prisoners tharprosecutable.”
other NATO allies. But his  Third, he said, “Canada has
testimony bears the authenticityalways been a powerful advocate
of awhistle-blowerwhoisrisking of international law and human
his entire career to confirm whatrights... If we disregard our core
opponents of the war have saigrinciples and values, we also
foryears - that Canada’s militarylose our moral authority abroad.”
mission has done nothing to Fourth, such actions were
advance democracy or sociaktounterto PM Stephen Harper's
progress in Afghanistan. claim that Canadian military
Asking MPs “why should officials don't send individuals
Canadians care if Afghanoff to be tortured. “Behind the
detainees were being tortured, military’s wall of secrecy,” said
Colvin gave several reasons. Colvin, “that, unfortunately, is
First, he said, “our detaineesexactly what we were doing.”
were not what intelligence “Even if all the Afghans we
services would call “high-value detained had been Taliban, it
targets,’ suchas IED (improvisedwould still have been wrong to
explosive device) bomb-makershave them tortured,” concluded
al-Qaeda terrorists or TalibanColvin, quoting an authoritative
commanders.” The Afghans hemilitary manual on counter-
refers to “were picked up byinsurgency which says “the
conventional forces during abuse of detained persons is
routine military operations, andimmoral, illegal and
on the basis typically not of unprofessional...®




